Masri: Jordan’s stand is dear 




vetoes U.N. resolution 

{ *!~V* Vnlted Sutt * vrtoed “ Security Council 
Ksobition w«t«sd»y ^strongly deploring an Israril hnd, air Mod stn nltack 
hut fcrafay against Lebanese territory. The vote on the resolution was 14 In 
favour and one against, mth no abstentions. Lebanon requested the council 
»ertiWan«r Israel attacked a base of the Popular Fnmt for the Liberation 
of Patestine^Gentfal Command, south or Beirut. Lebanese U.N. Repre- 
****** «**« Fakhoury told tJte council the “material and human losses 
rcsnUinS worn Ae Israeli act of aggression air immense," with many 
bouses demolished, crops burned, road destroyed and Urge numbers of 
dead and woumfed. Fakfaowy. who said the fighting lasted 12 hour*, added 
that the operation failed, as it was destined to, in view of the insistence of 
the Ubme* national resistance to face it.” Lebanon had never been taken 
in by Israeli statements that brad had no ambitions a p»i»q Lebanon's 
territory or os wafers, he said. “The land, air and naval shelling and 
bombing were aimed at Lebanese villages and territory.” he said. He *■»«-*< 
on the council to condemn Israel and “its acts of aggression' ' u> com pet it to 
implement council resolutions 
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GENEVA 1 Petra) — Foreign Minister Taker Al Masri said Wednesday that 
Jordan's support for the position taken by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) was dear and pointed out that His Majesty King 
Hussein had telephoned PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat in Geneva Tuesday 
following the PLO leader's speech to the U-N. in which be presented the 
Palest i nia n peace strategy. In an interview with Radio Monte Carlo, Masri 
said the King had always been keen on unifying Arab ranks based on the 
firm belief that “unity of the Arab position is the basis towards bolstering 
our peace efforts.” Noting the international trend in settling regional 
conflicts through peaceful negotiations, Masri reaffirmed that Jordan 
would continue its quest for peace in the Middle E«t through a just and 
comprehensive settlement of the Palestinian problem. The King has 
devoted a lot of his efforts towards nnitmg the Arab position, Masri said, 
and Jordan is intensifying efforts on the American and European scenes. 
He said the King's current visit to France was designed to discuss means fo 
revive the Middle East peace process and bolster bilateral relations. 
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Crown Prince begins 2 

R- -h g ^ 


Swiss visit 



His Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ibn Al Hussein is sworn in as 
Regent Wednesday before His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hasson left for Switzerland (Petra photo) 

Jordan 
sends 2nd 
planeload 
of aid to 
Armenia 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A second 
planeload of medicine and other 
relief supplies left Amman for the 
Soviet Union Wednesday to help 
victims of the earthquake in 
Armenia. 

The first plane left for the 
Soviet Union Dec. 11. The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 

The relief aid was extended ra, said that the second plane (see 
upon directives from His Majesty photo) carried first aid supplies. 
King Hussein. medicine and medical equipment. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Wednesday 
left for Switzerland on a 
visit expected to last several 
days, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

Before the Crown 
Prince’s departure His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ibn Al Hussein was 
swom in as Regent in the 
absence of His Majesty 
King Hussein on a visit 
abroad. 




Talks cover Gulf peace; economic accord signed 

King, Rocard stress need 
for Mideast conference 


PARIS (Agencies) — His Majesty King 
| Hussein Wednesday held talks with French 
Prime Minister Michel Rocard on the Middle 
East conflict, international relations and 
developments in peace talks between Iran 
and Iraq after eight years of war. 


g Hussein 


The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. said the iwo sides expressed 
satisfaction with the trend in in- 
ternational relations towards set- 
tling regional conflicts and 
emphasised the need to convene 
an international peace conference 
on the Middle East under U.N. 
auspices and attended by the five 


Israel remains adamant 

Arafat speech 
draws acclaim 


[ AROUND THE WORLD... . j 

‘Bush to send Kissinger to Mideast’ 

TEL AVIV (AP) — U-S. President-elect George Bush plans to send 
former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger to the Middle East next 
month to try to move the peace process forward, an Israeli newspaper 
reported Wednesday. The Yediot Ahronot daily quoted Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres as telling other ministers of his Labour Party 
that he expected Kissinger in the region shortly after Bush's 
inauguration Jan. 20. 

Peres to serve as finance minister 

TEL AVIV iR) — Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres agreed 
Wednesday to serve as finance minister in a new "national unity" 
coalition headed by bis political rival, right-wing Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir. "Mr, Peres is ready to take upon himself the role of 
finance minister on the condition that all the authorities needed to 
reconstruct the economy will be given to him,” bis office said in a 
statement. 

10 S. Africans jailed for aiding ANC 

CAPE TOWN (R) — Ten young mixed-race South Africans were 
jailed for up to 15 years Wednesday for a string of bombings and hand 
grenade att ack s and furthering the aims of the African National 
Congress (ANC). Less than a week ago II anti-apartheid activists 
were jailed for up to L2 years on treason and terrorism charges. Five 
other anti-government activists still face treason charges stemming 
from a wave of black unrest between 1984 and 1986. 

Gorbachev to visit Peking in early 1989 

PEKING (R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev will probably visit 
Peking in the firrt half of next year for the first Sino-Soviet summit in 
30 years, a Soviet diplomat said Wednesday. He said the visit would 
probably be between April and June and that there were no remaining 
obstacles. 

Iran allows political parties 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran announced Wednesday it would permit 
approved political parties to operate but warned would-be politicians 
to learn from the bitter experience of the past. "We can proceed with 
this important matter... now there is relative tranquility and... we are 
not facing a face-to-face war with Iraq," Interior Minister Ah Akbar 
Mohtashemi announced on Tehran radio. Mohlashcmi said the 
constitution and laws passed in September 1981 would be the basis for 
the parties to operate. 

Khmer Rouge leader, Sihanouk begin talks 

FERE-EN-TARDENOIS', France (R) — Khmer Rouge leader Khieu 
Samphan and former Kampuchean ruler Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
began talks over lunch at a restaurant on Wednesday about their 
country’s nine-year-old guerrilla war. The meeting signalled a change 
of heart by Khieu Samphan. It is the first time the two men have met 
since Sihanouk began a peace initiative a year ago. 

Bush picks Yeutter as agriculture chief 

WASHINGTON IR) — President-elect George Bush Wednesday 
named current U-S- Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter to be his 
secretary of agriculture. 

Afghan exchange accord reported 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — A news agency run by Afghan rebels said 
Wednesday that the Soviet Union had agreed to exchange three Soviet 
prisoners for 25 Mojahedeen guerrillas held by Soviet farces. Gholam 
Ghous Amir of the rebel-run Afghan News Agency said the three 
Soviet soldiers were captured about a month ago. He said they are 
held in Afghanistan’s northern Baghlan province by Hezb-e-Islami, of 
which Amir is a member. Amir did not say when the exchange would 
take place. 

Police storm Geneva Iranian consulate 

GENEVA (R) Police stormed tbe Iranian consulate in Geneva 

Wednesday, ending a protest occupation by opponents of Ayatollah 
RtthoBah Khomeini over alleged mass executions and torture in Iran. 
Police arrested five masked members of the leftist people’s Fedayeen 
guerrillas who held consulate staff hostage for four and a half hours. 
The pretest was one of several in Europe called by theFedayeen 
following reports that Tehran has executed more than 12,000 pohUcal 
prisoners since August under secret guidelines issued by Khomeini. 


It said that the supplies were 
being sent in expression of the 
Jordanian people’s sympathy and 
solidarity with the Soviet Union. 

Walters: 

Israel must 
withdraw 

GENEVA (R) — The U.S. ambas- 
sador to the United Nations called 
oa Israel Wednesday to face up to 
the fact that it wiD have to with- 
draw from occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

Ambassador Vernon . Walters 
' told the U.N. General Assembly 
meeting in Geneva: "For Israel, 
tbe choice is dear, albeit difficult. 

“In order to achieve the secur- 
ity it deserves and requires, Israel 
must face up to the need for 
withdrawal from occupied terri- 
tories and to the need to 
accommodate legitimate Palest!-, 
nian political rights." 

Walters said the Palestinians 
would "have to accommodate the 
reality of Israel's existence and 
security needs, and they will have 
to commit themselves to negotia- 
tions with Israel." 

Walters called oa both sides to 
make compromises. "We must 
tell the parties that their dispute is 
resolvable. We must tell than that 
we are tired of this conflict and 
tired of their unwillingness to 
make compromises." 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
won wide praise Wednesday for 
offering an olive branch to Israel 
but the Zionist state maintained 
its adamant refusal to negotiate 
with the PLO. 

“Such an organisation cannot 
be a negotiating partner to 
Israel.’’ Israel’s ambassador to 
the United Nations, . Johanan 
Bein, told the General Assembly 
in Geneva. 

But other nations called on 
Israel and its main backer, the 
United States, to reciprocate the 
moderation shown by Arafat in 
his speech to the assembly 
Tuesday. 

The United States said Arafat 
had not met U.S. terms for open- 
i mg dialogue with the PLO — 

1 clearly recognising Israel, re- 
nouncing terrorism and accepting 
U.N. Resolutions 242 a’nd 338. 

Arab Jerusalem’s heavily-cen- 
sored Palestinian newspapers all 
applauded Arafat’s speech as a 
tree call for peace. 

In the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank. Palestinian leaders criti- 
cised Israel and the United States 
for rejecting Arafat’s proposals. 

“This American slap in the face 
is going to produce a widespread 
boycott of the Americans,” said 
professor Manuel Hassassian. 
dean of students at Bethlehem 
University. 

“Arafat launched a historic in- 
itiative based on the peace mes- 
sage of the intifada. It seems they 


Race against time In Armenia 
to help earthquake survivors 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Frigid, 
foggy weather and kinks in the 
Soviet supply line cost rescuers 
vital time Wednesday in their 
race to supply Armenian earth- 
quake survivors with medicine, 
food and shelter, 

Soviet Health Minister 
Yevgeny Chazov told a news con- 
ference that 60 more survivors 
had been pulled from the wreck- 
age of cities in northern Armenia 
in the past day. 

But he said the survivors now 
face a danger of pneumonia and 
! other illness caused by exposure 
to harsh winter weather and their 
weakened immune system. 

The weekend weather forecast 
! called for more snow and winds 
up to 72 kilometres an hour. In 
some mountain villages, the 
temperature fell overnight to 
minus- 18 Celsius (0 Fahrenheit). 

Survivors “arc almost totally 
isolated in the cold,” declared 
Dr. Bernard Mankikian, who re- 
turned to Paris after visiting Spi- 
tak, a city virtually destroyed by’ 
the Dec. 7 earthquake. 

Soviet' Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
said Tuesday that 55,000 people 
died in the temblor. About 

500.000 of the affected area’s 

700.000 people were left home- 
less. 

Flights between Yerevan, the 
Armenian capital, and the disas- 
ter area in the northwestern re- 
gion of the southern republic 
were reportedly delayed by rain, 
snow and fog. 

Airports in Armenia have been 


clogged with relief traffic and 
there have been two fatal crashes, 
killing a total of 85 people. 

Dr. Jean-Pierre Luxen, medic- 
al director of the Belgian branch 
of Doctors Without Borders, said 
in a telephone interview with the 
AP from Brussels that the orga- 
nisation’s relief plane had arrived 
in Yerevan, but that its coordina- 
tor could not find it because of 
congestion on the tarmac. The 
Belgian plane and a French Red 
Cross plane that also flew to 
Armenia had been delayed in 
Moscow because of fog in 
Yerevan. 

In Tokyo, Japan cancelled 
plans to send a 19-member relief 
team to Armenia after the Soviet 
republic dropped its request for 
the rescue workers, the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday. 

A Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Wednesday in 
Ankara that the Soviet govern- 
ment asked Turkey not to send 
helicopters to Armenia to help 
with earthquake relief efforts be- 
cause of heavy air traffic in the 
area. 

At Spitak airport, “a huge 
quantity of goods desperately 
needed in the disaster areas has 
piled up," the Communist Party 
newspaper Pravda said. 

Chazov said that in the pre- 
vious 24 hours more than 60 
people had been pulled alive 
from the ruins left by the quake. 

“We must not abandon the 
search until we remove the last 
debris," he said. 


Chazov said more than 15,000 
people were treated for injuries 
and 9,153 were taken to hospital 
after the quake, the Soviet Un- 
ion's greatest disaster since 

110,000 people were killed in the 
Ashkabad, Turkmenia, earth- 
quake of 1948. 

A decision was taken early on 
to administer first aid at the scene 
and then evacuate the wounded. 
“We decided to organise the 
work in a similar way to our 
fathers in the Second World War 
— by evacuating the wounded." 

There has been widespread cri- 
ticism in the Soviet media that the 
quake rescue operation was slow 
to get started and poorly orga- 
nised. Newspapers have said 
Soviet workers do not measure 
up to special rescue reams sent in 
from abroad. 

Moscow Radio said that to 
prevent ethnic hostility a state of 
emergency had been declared in 
16 areas of Armenia and 12 areas 
of the neighbouring Republic of 
Azerbaijan, including the capit- 
als, Yerevan and Baku. 

That indicated more areas of 
the quarrelling republics were 
under milirary control than in the 
weeks before the quake, when 
soldiers moved in to stop a fresh 
wave of dashes between Arme- 
nians and A 2 eris that took 31 
lives. 

The politburo commission 
overseeing rescue operations, 
headed by Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov* denounced Tuesday 
people it said were seeking to fuel 
ethnic hatred despite the tragedy - 


permanent members of the 
Security Coundl and all parties 
involved in the Arab-lsraeli con- 
flict, including the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

The King, who held talks with 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand Tuesday, also met with 
French Foreign Minister Roland 


(the U.S. and Israel) don't want 
to see it or understand it," said 
Mahdi Abdul Hadi. head of a 
Palestinian foreign policy think- 
tank. 

Both said Arafat had dearly 
stated the Palestinians' desire for 
peace with Israel. 

Swedish Foreign Minister Sten 
Andersson said the PLO’s desire 
for peace could not be misunder- 
stood, “even by the most suspi- 
cious." • • 

But in Israel, where political 
leaders are wrangling over forma- 
tion of a new coalition govern- 
ment, Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres called Arafat’s speech a 
disappointment and a diplomatic 
failure. 

“Instead of grappling with the 
problems, he chose to bypass 
them," Peres said in an address to 
parliament. 

His Labour Party has taken a 
more condliatory line on talks 
with the PLO than has the Likud, 
led by Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir who called the speech “a 
monumental act of deception." 

Delegate after delegate told 
the assembly in Geneva that they 
welcomed PLO moves towards 
recognising Israel in a two-state 
solution and saw no reason for 
U;S. reservations. 

Recent PLO statements “can 
in our view not be misunder- 
stood, even by the most suspi- 
cious," said Andersson. the driv- 
ing force behind last week’s meet- 
ing between Arafat and a group 
(Continued on page 2) 



Yasser Arafat 

Mubarak 

rebukes 

Shultz 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak re- 
buked U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz over his policy 
towards the Palestinians in a rare, 
15-minute telephone call on 
Wednesday, the national Middle 
East News Agency (MENA) re- 
ported. 

It said Mubarak placed the call 
and discussed with Shultz the 
important points in Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's speech 
to the United Nations in Geneva 
Tuesday. 

"Mubarak told the U.S. secret- 
ary that the United States must 
take a more positive and under- 
standing artirude towards the 
i constructive resolutions taken by 
the PLO in recent weeks,” 
MENA reported. 

Since decisions raken by the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) m Algiers four weeks ago, j 
the PLO has embarked on a new 
Middle East policy calling for a 
two-state solution to the conflict 
with Israel. 

But Washington has said the 
PLO has not gone far enough. 

In comments to reporters ear- 
lier, Mubarak praised Arafat’s 
speech and said some Israeli lead- 
ers did not want peace. 

“I hope that there is a clear 
understanding of Arafat's speech 
by both the United States and 
Israel, although (Israeli Prime 
Minister) Yitzhak Shamir... still 
doesn't want a solution," Mubar- 
ak told reporters. 

“There are forces in Israel that 
want peace and we must encour- 
age these forces. There is also a- 
minority that obstructs peace." 

Mubarak said Israel and the 
United States should encourage 
the moderation shown by Arafat 
in his Geneva speech. 

“I don't know what more could 
be expected of Arafat." said 
Mubarak, speaking during a visit 
to the Soviet embassy where he 
offered condolences for the 
Armenian earthquake victims. 

Arafat has done more than 
enough to prove his people's de- 
sire for peace and Israel and the 
United States must now respond. 
Arab leaders and commentators 
said Wednesday. 

Fourteen years’ after offering 
the U.N. General Assembly a 
choice between the gun and the 
olive branch, Arafat Tuesday told 
the assembly in Geneva: “We 

(Continued on page 2) 


Dumas and discussed with him 
Middle East developments and 
Iran-lraq peace talks, Petra said. 

Dumas expressed the French 
government's appreciation of 
efforts exerted by Jordan towards 
reviving the Middle East peace 
process. 

The King also met with former 
French President Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing and reviewed Jorda- 
nian-French relations. Giscard 
d’Estaing now serves as chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee of the French parliament. 

Later Tuesday, the King held a 
meeting with heads of Arab di- 
plomatic missions in France and 
reviewed with them current issues 


facing the Arab World, particu- 
larly those related to the Palesti- 
nian problem and international 
developments. 

The King also briefed the en- 
voys on efforts being exerted 
towards Arab solidarity and con- 
vening an Arab summit confer- 
ence. 

The King urged the diplomats 
to do their best to explain the 
Arab causes and counter distor- 
tion of facts. 

The meetings were attended by 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Al Oasem 
and the Jordanian ambassador to 

(Continued on page 2) 


Fahd, Assad end 
two days of talks 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Syrian 
President Hafez AJ Assad and 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd ended 
two days of talks in Riyadh 
Wednesday that diplomats said 
aimed at narrowing differences 
blocking a full Arab su mm it 
meeting. 

In a statement issued after 
Assad's departure, the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) said discus- * 
sions dealt with the “entire range 
of issues on the Arab arena and 
topics of the hour." 

The Syrian leader was seen off 
at the airport by King Fahd and 
Crown Prince Abdullah after his 
first visit to Saudi Arabia for 
several years. 

There were no precise details 
from either side on the talks. 

Diplomatic sources, who spoke 
on condition they were not 
named, told the AP Saudi leaders 
were pressing for an early s ummi t 
between Assad and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

Assad also met Crown Prince 
Abdullah, who has sought to 
mediate between Syria and Iraq, 


Wednesday. No details of that 
meeting were available. 

Speculation that an Assad- 
Mubarak summit was in the 
offing heightened with the arrival 
of Osama Al Baz, one of Mubar- 
ak’s senior aides and director of 
his political affairs office, in the 
Gulf region Tuesday. 

After a brief stop in Saudi 
Arabia's port city of Jeddah, he 
flew to Bahrain and may visit the 
Saudi capital, Riyadh, later. 

In Bahrain, Baz delivered a 
message from Mubarak to the 
emir. Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman Al 
Khalifa, who will host a summit 
conference of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council Dec. 19. 

Closing the gap between Cairo 
and Damascus is considered 
essential before a regular Arab 
summit conference, at which a 
settlement of tbe Palestinian 
problem will be the dominant 
issue, can be convened. 

The sources said that Fahd and 
Assad were also expected to dis- 
cuss (he situation in tbe Gulf and 
the crisis in Lebanon. 


Israelis expel 3 
Palestinians, raze 
Burin home 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities Wednesday ex- 
pelled three Palestinians from the 
occupied West Bank to Lebanon 
and dynamited the borne of a 
Palestinian who shot dead an 
Israeli settler and a soldier 
Tuesday. 

Wednesday's expulsions 
brought to 36 the total number of 
Palestinians expelled by the 
Israeli authorities to Lebanon in a 
year. 

Lebanese police said in 
Rashaya the three were driven in 
three military cars belonging to 
the Israeli-backed South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia to the 
Zoumarraya crossing on the 
northeastern edge of Israel's self- 
designated “security zone" in 
South Lebanon. 

The three were blindfolded and 
handcuffed. They were accompa- 
nied by several Israeli officers, 
police said. 

“At Zoumanraya an Israeli 
doctor offered to examine them 
but they refused." said a police 
spokesman. 

They were driven to a joint 
Syrian-Lebanese army check- 
point in the town of Marj Al 
Zhour, four kilometres north of 
Zoumarraya. 

The three were identified as: 
Ahmad Hasan Mehanna, 39; Issa 
Eid Saleh Hamadah, 60; and 
Abdul Factah Mahmoud Ziyara, 
55. 

Mehanna and Hamadan told 
reporters in Marj Al Zhour they 
were taken from Gaza's central 
prison straight to the Lebanese- 
Israeli border, where an Israeli 
officer offered them S50 each. 
They said they refused to take the 
money. 

The three were later transfer- 
red to the office of the Interna- 
tional Committee of tbe Red 
Cross (1CRC) in the village of 
Ksara in the Bekka Valley. 

“We will only take refuge at 
the ICRC headquarters and we 
appeal to this humanitarian orga- 


nisation to work and return us to 
our land or to any other Arab 
State,” Mehanna said. 

In the West Bank, the army 
Wednesday dynamited the home 
of a Palestinian shepherd who 
killed two Israelis and Jewish 
settlement leaders called on 
Israelis to be quicker to use 
firearms in clashes with Arabs. 

According to sources, Hamdan 
Najar. from the village of Burin, 
attacked an Israeli settler after an 
argument. He grabbed the set- 
tler’s rifle , shot him. and then 
used the gun to ambush an army 
vehicle. 

He shot dead one soldier and 
wounded two before troops cap- 
tured and killed him. The army 
clamped a curfew on Burin and 
destroyed Na jar's house. 

In the Gaza Strip, meanwhile, 
soldiers shot and wounded an 
18-year-old Palestinian in Bureij 
refugee camp. The incident 
occurred shortly after the army 
lifted a curfew that had confined 

650,000 Gazans to their homes 
during Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat’s address to the U.N. 
General Assembly in Geneva. 

Gazans defied army orders, 
setting off fireworks and shouting 
from balconies during and after 
the Tuesday address. 

'V Gaza casualties 

The U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine 
refugees said Wednesday more 
than half the casualties in the first 
12 months of the uprising in the 
Gaza Strip were children. 

UNRWA Commissioner- 
General Giorgio Giacomelli said 
out of 11,500 casualties in the 
region since December last year. 
58 per cent were under 15. TTiere 
were 21 deaths in the age group. 

According to UNRWA esti- 
mates, casualties in the Gaza 
Strip included 1,140 people shot, 
6,010 beaten and 768 injured by 
rubber bullets. A further 3,000 
were treated for tear-gas inhala- 
tion. 
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Uprising heralds 
< blue’ Christmas 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Christmas tourism has 
dropped sharply from last year because of the Palestinian uprising, 
and some hotel managers in Nazareth and Jerusalem say they have 
no booking at all for the holidays. 

The Israels! occupation authorities predict that about 70,000 
visitors will arrive in December, a decline of 14 per cent from last 
year. 

Before the uprising began a year ago. the Israelis were predicting 
that 1988 would be a record tourism year. 

Hotel managers described a blue Christmas. 

“This is the worst Christmas I've ever had,” said Mustafa 
Hamed, manager of the 65- bed Gaiil Hotel in Nazareth, where the 
Bible says Jesus spent most of his life. 


Empty hotels 


“This year, the hotel is completely empty,” said Hamed. adding 
that six European groups that made reservations several months 
ago for Christmas have cancelled their bookings. 

He said they apparently were scared off by the uprising, which 
has claimed more than 330 Palestinian and 13 Israeli lives since it 
began Dec. 8. 1987. 

In Arab Jerusalem's 40 hotels, at least two-thirds of the 1.200 
rooms will remain empty during Christmas week, said Fouad AbuJ 
Haj, vice president of the Arab Hotel Association. 

“The situation is very bad,” said Haj, who also manages the 
110-room National Palace Hotel where 80 rooms are vacant. 
“Pilgrims used to be our main business. Now, they're not coming 
anymore.” 

Haj said seven smaller Arab Jerusalem hotels have closed down 
completely for lack of business. 


Festivities called off 


In Bethlehem, Mayor Elias Freij has announced that many of the 
city's traditional Christmas festivities have been cancelled in 
solidarity with the uprising. 

“The Christmas party we hold every year on the 24th has been 
cancelled.” said Freij. adding there also will be no boy scout 
■parade, no city-sponsored decorations, no reception for diplomats. 

“You decorate when you are happy/' he said. “The situation is 
so discouraging, so tense... that there is no spirit of joy." 



A Palestinian girl hurls a stone at Israeli police in occupied Jerusalem. 
The one-year-old Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories had 
badly hit tourism revenues of the occupation authorities and dam- 
pened (his year’s Christmas festivities. 


9 killed 
in Luxor 
air crash 


CAIRO (AP) — A Nigerian- 
owned Boeing 707 cargo plane 
carrying flowers to Europe 
crashed into a village in south- 
ern Egypt early Wednesday, 
killing all eight crew members 
and a villager, a senior police 
officer said. 

Police Major-General Salah 
Niazi, security chief for the 
southern province of Qena 
where the crash occurred, told 
the AP by telephone that five 
villagers were injured and 
taken to hospital. 

It was the second Nigerian 
cargo plane to crash in Egypt 
this year. A Nigerian DC-8 
chartered by an Egyptian 
transport firm crashed as it 
took off from Cairo interna- 
tional airport March 31, killing 
its American pilot and his crew 
of three Nigerians. 

Niazi said the Boeing 707 
plummeted onto the edge of 
Karm Outran village, which 
has a population of several 
thousand, minutes after mid- 
night. It destroyed three houses 
and some electric utility poles. 

The plane was en route from 
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, to 
Brussels. 

The pilot tried to land at 
Cairo for refueling. The plane 
was unable to land because of 
bad weather and poor visibil- 
ity, and air traffic controllers 
diverted it to Luxor interna- 
tional airport, Niazi said. 


, Rocard stress need for conference 


(Continued from page 1} 


France. 

Also Tuesday, Jordan and 
France signed an economic coop- 
eration agreement covering all 
fields. Rifai and Rocard signed 
the documenr. 


day visited Esmod fashion design- 
ing institute and inspected work 
on children and ladies dresses, 
which involves the use of compu- 
ters in designing and sewing pro- 
cesses. 


Queen visits institute 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, who 
is now accompanying the King, 
on the visit to France, Wednes- 


Nearly 844 male and female 
students are being trained at the 
institute of whom 35 per cent 
are from outside France, including 
three students from Jordan. 

The Queen is chairperson of 


the board of directors of Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF). 
which currently carries out sever- 
al projects in Jordan to encourage 
women to work in small projects 
-in their own region and help in 
the national development pro- 
cess. 

The Queen was accompanied 
on the visit by the wives of the 
French minister of culture and 
the Jordanian ambassador to 
France. 


Arafat draws wide acclaim 

(Continued from page 1) 

of" U.S. Jews. 


Greek Foreign Minister Karo- 
(os Papoulias, speaking on behalf 
of the 12-nation European Eco- 
nomic Community (EEC), said 
Arafat's speech was an “impor- 
tant and expected confirmation" 
of the PNC declarations. 

He said the EEC welcomed the 
PLO’s acceptance at Algiers of 
the U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 
as a basis for an international 
conference, '“which implies 
acceptance of Israel's right of 
existence and its security." 

Papoulias said “this choice of 
moderation... demands an equal- 
ly moderate and constructive re- 
sponse from Israel.” 

Papoulias said there could no 
real peace for any of the peoples 
of the region “without a just, 
comprehensive and lasting settle- 
ment.” 

Papoulias said that without rec- 
ognition of the Palestinian peo- 
ple's legitimate rights there could 
not be peace in the region. 

We said the EEC supported an 
international peace conference 
under U.N. auspices which he 
described as the appropriate 
framework for the necessary 
negotiations between the parties 
directly concerned. 

A PLO spokesman accused 
Washington of quibbling. 

“The only thing they are fond 
of is having us striptease, and we 
are not ready to do a striptease to 
entertain them,” Ribhi A wad, 
PLO political department spokes- 
man. told reporters. 


PLO officials said they were 
disappointed that the State De- 
partment did not seize on the 
speech as a breakthrough. 

President-elect George Bush 
indicated he was not satisfied, but 
Arafat aide Bassam Abu Sharif 
aid the PLO would give peace a 
chance, at least until Bush settled 
into office. 

Zimbabwe’s Foreign Minister 
Nathan Shamuyarira, addressing 
the assembly on behalf of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, de- 
plored U.S. behaviour towards 
the PLO. 

“Is it fair to call upon the PLO 
to negotiate by itself until it meets 
some vague and undefined sur- 
render terms... somebody here is 
changing the goal posts and re- 
writing the rules of the game in 
mid-play and we must cry 'foul'/’ 
he said. 


China and the Soviet Union 
joined the chorus of support for 
PLO participation in peace talks 
but, unlike Malaysia and Ugan- 
da. did not signle out Washington 
as an obstacle to progress. 


In a statement to the press, 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar hailed Arafat’s 
speech as a “new and very impor- 
tant contribution to the peace 
process." 


But Iran attacked Arafat for 
his new two-state approach. 
Mohammad Hossein Lavasani 
said the “sacred uprising" now 
being witnessed was aimed at 
establishing a Palestinian stare 
“on all the occupied lands.” 


Mubarak 

rebukes 

Shultz 


(Continued from page I) 
reach for the olive branch...” 

He said he wanted a compre- 
hensive settlement guaranteeing 
all parties to the conflict — in- 
cluding Palestine. Israel and their 
neighbours — the right to live in 
peace and security. He also con- 
demned terrorism “in all its 
forms.” 

The U.S. State Department 
and President-elect George Bush 
said Arafat had still not clearly 
met their conditions for starting a 
dialogue. Israel termed Arafat's 
speech a “monumental act of 
deception." 

Britain said it was encouraged 
by Arafat's speech saying it was 
a ” further move forward 'for the 
PLO. 

“We are encouraged by what 
Mr. Arafat said in his speech 
yesterday.” a Foreign Office 
spokesman said. 

“It underlines the extent to" 
which the PLO have changed 
their position... but we still hope 
for greater clarity." he added 
without elaborating. 

British newspapers Wednesday 
urged the United States and 
Israel to respond to Arafat's call 
for peace even if it was a step too 
short. 

“It is hard to see how the U.S. 
can ask Mr. Arafat to go further, 
either in accepting Israel's rights 
or in renouncing violence, with- 
out asking Israel to reciprocate," 
the Financial Times said- 


U.N: Shot Turkish 
soldier posed no threat 


NICOSIA '(AP) — A United 
Nations spokesman said Tuesday 
that the Turkish Cypriot soldier 
shot and killed this week did not 
pose any threat to the Greek 
Cypriot troops on the other side 
of the buffer zone that splits this 
war-divided island. 

“Investigations have not estab- 
lished that the soldier presented 
any threat to the Greek Cypriot 
National Guards in the area." 
said Charles Gaulkin. spokesman 
for the peacekeepers. 

Hassan Kara. 20. was shot by a 
Greek Cypriot soldier Sunday in 
the U.N.-patrolled buffer zone 
that splits the Cypriot capital 


into Greek and Turkish sectors. 
He died Monday from his 
wounds. 


Gaulkin said the acting U.N. 
force commander, Brigadier- 
General Waiter Couragiin met with 
Greek Cypriot Defence Minister 
Andreas Aloneftis Tuesday and 
expressed the “serious concern" 
of the peace force over the shoot- 
ing incident. 


Aloneftis said Sunday the inci- 
dent was sad, but the Greek 


Cypriot soldier did what should 
be done in any case of a violation 
of the buffer zone. 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
SEVENTH EDUCATION PROJECT 


The contractors who had been qualified previously for the 
Seventh Education Project and willing to participate in the 
following bid are requested to get bid documents from the 
Projects and Buildings Directorate, Ministry of Education 
from Dec. 10. 1988, with the following conditions. 


A The Seventh Education Project is partially financed by 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment. 


B. Description of tender 


Price JD 


Tender 

Bond 


125 


16000 


1. Tender No. 42/D/ 1988 
construction of school buildings in 
Manara and Jofa. Area (6800) Sq.m. 


C. Last date of purchasing copies of tender documents is 
Dec. 21, 1988. 


D. 


E. 


Award for any contractor shall be based on the 
allowable ceiling of commitment and number of 
projects as indicated in the government works bylaws 
and classification regulations. 

Last date for submitting financial offers is Dec. 28. 
1988 at 13.30 at the Ministry of Public Works. 


Director of Central 
Tendering Committee 


Iraq: Iran violated truce 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
has denied its forces had 
breached the Gulf war ceasefire 
and accused Iran of starting 
shooting. 


wounded when Iraqi troops 
opened fire with machineguns 
Sunday and shelled the kushk 
region, southwest of the western 
Iranian town of Ahvaz. 


The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
Tuesday quoted a military source 
as saying: “The Iranian side 
violated the ceasefire Sunday by 
firing four rocket-propelled gre- 
nades at Iraq’s engineering works 
and the Iraqi armed forces retali- 
ated.” 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA earlier quoted a military 
official as saying that two border 
guards were killed and four 


INA quoted the source as 
saying Iran had overrun the- area 
some months ago and Iraq had 
made several complaints to the 
U.N. Iran-Iraq Military Observer 
Group (UNIIMOG) which 
polices the Aug. 20 ceasefire. 

He said the exchange of fire 
stopped, but the Iranian side re- 
sumed artillery and mortar shell- 
ing in the evening forcing Iraqi 
troops to retaliate and it stopped 


only after UNIIMOG intervened, 

Iran and Iraq have repeatedly 
accused each other of breaking 
the ceasefire and have made qq 
progress towards permanent 
peace in U.N.-sponsored negt**. 
tions which adjourned Nov. 11. 

In Baghdad, a spokesman for 
the U.N. peacekeepers said Sun- 
day's incident was still under in. 
vestigation. The first observers 
sent to the scene could not con. 
firm the Iranian deaths, he said, 
and another - team had beendSs- 
patebed from tbe : Iranian 'side. 

U.N. officers have said pre- £ 
viously no serious violations of 
the ceasefire have occurred. ' 


Special session cost U.N. $645,550 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The special U.N. General 
Assembly session in Geneva that 
heard Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat address the Palestine issue 
will cost the United Nations about 
$645,500, a U.N. official said 
Tuesday. 

The General Assembly voted 
earlier this month to reconvene in 
Geneva to hear Arafat after the 
State Department refused him a 
visa to visit U.N. headquarters in 
New York. 


Budgetary Questions. 

The estimated additional costs 
incurred by the United Nations 
are: 

— $390,200 for conference ser- 
vices, such as overtime for trans- 
lators, broadcast specialists, and 
other expenses; 

— $159,800 for air tickets for 
the president of General Assem- 
bly. a U.N. secretariat officer and a 
security officer, and one delegate 
from each of the 40 least de- 
veloped nations among the 159 
member states: 


chairman and a staffer on the 
U.N.'s Committee on the .Exer- 
cise of the Inalienable Rights of 
the Palestinian People. 

— $4,600 for air tickets for the 
General Assembly spokesman 
and a radio producer. . 

Yeo said an austerity -tinieaiiire 
taken last year by the Genera] 


Assembly made a deep cut in 
potential travel costs. Until last 


All U.N. member states will be 
assessed for their share of the 
costs, including the United States 
and Israel, said a U.N. spokes- 
man, Fred Eckhard. 

Most costs were for conference 
services and travel, said Bock 
Cheng Yeo, a spokesman for the 
General Assembly's standing 
budget committee, formally cal- 
led the Administrative Commit- 
tee on Administrative and 


— $67,700 for air tickets for 
Secretary-Genera! Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, seven of his senior 
staff and 16 lower-ranking staf- 
fers; 

— $9,400 for air tickets for the 
U.N. legal counsel and three of 
his staff: 

— - $8,200 for air tickets for 
public information officers and 
temporary staff; 

— $5,600 for air tickets for the 


year, five delegates from eyeiy 
U.N. member state were entitled 
to travel costs for sessions not 
held in New York; the General 
Assembly cut the allowance to 
one delegate only from- the 40 
least developed countries. - 


The additional costs will be 
divided between this year and 
next year’s regular U.N. budgets 
and assessed to U.N. members at 
their usual rates. 

The United States, which re- 
fused Arafat a visa, will be ex- , 
pected to pay 25 per cent of the f 
costs, totalling $161,375. 



DO NOT JUST GRILL A 
CHICKEN !!! 

COOK IT WITH LOVE !!! 


n 


\ « 

, ? 


In The JERICHO ROOM 
Reatatiranl at the Amra 
Hotel Chef Karl and Junior 
Sout-Chal Rateb have a 
love affair with cooking, 
and they both agree on one 
thing - QUALITY! 


MODERN COOKING 


Quality In food beglna with: 

— Selected purchase 

— Good Storage 









A» time goei by we become 
more aware ot the dangers 
of heavy food, containing: 
choleaterol, animal fat, lew 
fiber and high calorie 
intake. Now, with your 
health In mind, you wilt find 
in the Jericho Room 
Restaurant a balanced 
choice. Rateb Majall, who 
completed a training 
coune at the Fontenay Grill 
(1 Star in the Michelm 
Guide) at the Hamburg 
Intercontinental Hotel, is 
now responsible for the 
dally food preparation in 
the Jericho Room. Rateb 
developed new ideas trom 
traditional Arabic dishes 
retaining the flavour and 
originality, while presen- 
ting it in a new form. Dining 
becomes exciting with a 
menu which provides 3 
balanced choice ol 
European and Arabic 
dishes. 


From the moment you enter 
until you finish your cotleo. 
and choose from the 
humidifier your favourite 
Davidolf, Jamil (he Maitre D 
and his waiters will provide 
you with their best service:. 


Mozarl. Chopin. Dixi. and 
Jazz create the atmosphere 
tor a successful evening, 
played by Musa Faza'a or. 
the piano. 


Come and loin us once: 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

1S*_J0 Koran 

15:50 Programme review 

16:00 Children programmes 

17:15 Local programme 

17:30 Programme on Iordan 

18:00 News summary 

18*5 World Reports 

18 JO Local programme 

18:50 **Alph'' 

19: IS Health programme 

19:40 Programme renew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:50 Programme on tbepress 

20:45 Local series 

21:45 Programme review 

21:55 Programme on Islamic an 

22:40 Arabic play 

25:00 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Play (amid. 1 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 Dcs chiffrcs el de Icitres 

18:00 Adventures voyages 

18:30 Rue Carnot 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 French varieties 

Ifcjfl New; in Hebrew 


19:45 Varieties 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:30 Bin Cosby Show 

21:10 Beauty and the Beast 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Feature film: "Eddie Macon's 
Run" 


775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 7717?!. 
Amman International Church Tel. 

68532b. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
SM295. 

Rainbow Congreg a tion Tel. 822605. 
Tire Church of Jems Christ ot Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 


per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:01 

rtJ.-JL? 

11J1 

14:15 

!&38 

18:01 


Fajr 

( Sunrise ) Dubs 

Dhuhr 

'Asr 

Maghreb 

‘Isha 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by th c Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


Assemblies of God Church. Tci. 
6327KS. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annaaelatlon Tci. 
637440. 

De la Safle Church Tci. 661757 
Tcrrasaau Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tci. 
623541. 

Augtkm Church Td. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel 


It will be partly cloudy with a chance 
(or scattered ran and another drop on 
temperature will occur. Winds will be 
southwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be partly doudy with a chance for 
scattered showers'. Winds will be 
northerly fresh and seas wavy. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Adnan Zaghknil SQB140 

Dr. Taysccr AlSadi 777636 

Dr. Favci Jallouqa 624207 

Dr. Hussein Haddad 731267 

Firas pharmacy «i|9I2 

Fcninws pharmacy 77X336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623*72 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy M4945 

Shmcisam pharmacy *37660 


DU IB): 

Dr. Mtmzrr Al Sheikh Salem (—I 

Al Sharaa* pharmacy 985236 


Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Cm I Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 102.6211 1 1. 637777 

Fire Brigade 198.891228 

Blood Bank 778303 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 639141 

Public Security Directorate 

- 656000 / 6851 11 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7R7I11 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdalj Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 


Akikh Maternity, J.Arnn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Maihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbnicisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227^ 

The Islamic. Abaali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdnli 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrccn 7771013 

AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/5(1 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

Zarqa Gam. Hospital (07)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (0s»)s*91i»7! 

Ibn Sind Hospital (09)086732 

DtBlD: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafas Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 


Cucumbers 300/220 

Ones 550 / 500 

Eggplant /large) 120 / m 

Eggplant (viull) InO I 120 

270 .' 3X1 

Grapefruit loU .- j2n 

Le“»n 200/] Mi 

Marrow (large) 100 / go 

Marrow /small) 170/ 12U 

Orange (French} 33 ) / 33) 

Orange (Shammouti) 30U/250 

Orange f local) 24(1 1 200 

Onion (dry) 2WI/160 

Pepper fhot) 320 / 26U 

Pepper (sweet) 320 / 2 ed 

Potato- 27U / 3*1 

Spinach 140/100 

Mandarin 220/ 1 &) 

Tomatoes 280/240 

FOR FRIDAY 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773JJM9 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Min ./max. temp. 

7/ 12 

II ' 19 

6/ III 

9/ 15 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 15. Aqah.i 21 5. Humidiij read' 
jng»: Amman 72 per cent, Aqaba 48 


ZARQA: 

Dr. AMut Larif Shartrini .... 

f—> 

Company 648411,636381 

RJ Flight Information US-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 0K-520U0 

Upper/lower pike m fib per kg. 
Apple 500/400 

PROGRAMME ONE 

Koran 

Khabfch pharmacy 

.... 985417 

HOSPITALS 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) .. 

440/, 160 

1IL20 .... 
11*50 .... 


EMERGENCIES 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Cabbage 

Carrots..., 

2SO/2Q0 

12:20 ... 
12CS0 ... 


Civil Defence Directorate . ... 

... 061IJI 

Khahdi Maternity, j. Antn ... 644281/6 



14:00 . ! 



15:50 - Thevroridarowrfa- 

16:10 Feature fita 

17:3® Message AemOmn 

18:00 News summary in Afabk 

18:20 Local progjamme 

19:25 Local progra/toe 

19:40 Programme rewew 

20:00 News in Aiabtr . 

2000 AraWdcn* ' 

21:40 Local priWOU®^ 

2^20 wrirte* 

23:00 NemsununaiyiaAftta 

23:10 Variety programs (atnw*! 

PROGRAMME TWO ■ 

17UO Feature tHm "Where* 

Seventh Company" -£•£&:■ -. 

lfboo NewsmJTpv-fr- 

19:15 Doeurwaf*?: 

1*30 NewsmHehi* f -_ 

20:00 NtwsfrA*!*- 

20 JO Charles in Cbsfc 6 - 

21:10 'BeftfJ 

22:00 NewiiftBS®* 

22:20 1......:. Fata*©** 

23:10 Threes 0^?*" 

PRAYER TUffiS-M': 


NJ 
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Af Hussein pays tribute to RJ 


HJVL King Hussein 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Wednesday 
paid tribute to Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) tbe national airline com- 
pany and voiced appreciation 
for its eoolinned endeavours to 
serve Jordan and the whole 
Arab Nation. 

In a message addressed to RJ 
employees marking the air- 
line’s silver jubilee, the King 

said that it was due to the 


workers’ relentless efforts over 
the years that RJ has grown 
from a tiny airline in 1963 Into 
one of the major national air- 
lines in the world. 

“Nothing could have been 
achieved without the efforts of 
those who worked deligently to 
promote tbe airline's services 

and expand its operations worl- 
dwide,** the King continued. 

Today, he said,: RJ has be- 


come Jordan's ambassador to 
the world, raising the Jorda- 
nian llag in many countries, 
coveying to other nations the 
Kingdom's culture and project- 
ing its people’s aspirations for 
the future.” Thus contributing 
towards tbe development of in- 
ternational understanding and 
serving as a strong arm for 
promoting trade among na- 
tions. 
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A Royal Jordanian TriStar at Queen Alia Internatkmal Airport. (Insert) RJ Chairman Ah G hand our 

Royal Jordanian to celebrate silver Jubilee 


By Elia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Royal Jordanian (RJ), the nation's airline company is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary this month with probably a surprise 
announcement by the airline’s chairman and chief executive officer 
Aii Ghandour on plans for the coming year. 

Ghandour is expected to address a press conference at his office on 
Dec. 20 to outline the airline’s achievements in the past year and its 
continued drive to bolster its stand and proride service to the 
country. 

“Our 90 offices around the world serve for air travel to Jordan and 
other nations, and act as a catalyst to promote tourism and to attract 
tourist groups to the Kingdom’s various attractions and places of 
interest, Ghandour said in a statement published in the local press in 
October. 

At the Dec. 20 press conference Ghandour is expected ro present a 
new plan for the airline’s activities and services linked to the five 
continents. 

Royal Jordanian officials believe Ghandour will announce two 
important decisions to help the Kingdom embark on a new 
informational and touristic progress by the year 1990. 

The airline, which was established in 1963. has been instrumental 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


SHARIF ZAID VISITS WELFARE SOCIETY: Commander-in- 
Chief of the Jordanian Armed Forces Reid Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker and Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb 
Wednesday visited the Soldiers’ Family Welfare Society in Zarqa and 
reviewed the services presented to the members of the Armed Forces 
and martyrs’ families. (Petra) 

CENTRE FOR HANDICAPPED: Her Highness Princess Majida 
Ra’d opened a centre for the rehabilitation of handicapped children 
at Baqaa refugee camp which is to be operated by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine refugees (UNRWA). The 
Princess toured tbe various parts of the centre and inspected services 
’offered to - the physically and mentally handicapped, and the 
physiotherapy unit. The opening ceremony was attended by UN- 
RWA Director in Jordan El Saaf and representatives of the camp 
residents. (Petra) ■ 

DEIR ABI SA'ID ELECTIONS: Some 3,638 electorates will cast 
their votes Thursday in the Deir Abi Sa’id municipal elections. There 
are twenty-one candidates competing for seven seats. (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
' the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

it A plastic art exhibition by eight Jordanian artists at Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation in which more than 69 paintings 
are on display. 

A An art exhibition by Friends of Plastic Art in Gulf countries at 
the National Gallery. 

☆ The youth’s art exhibition which displays 101 paintings showing 
the different aspects of social life in Jordan at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

k The Moldavian public art exhibition, which includes hand- 
icrafts, embroideries, and costumes representing the Moldavian 
folklore, at the Soviet Cultural Centre. 
k An exhibition of pottery and ceramics by Iraqi artist Nuha Al 
Radi at Alia Gallery Hall. 

it An exhibition of His Majesty King Hussein’s photos marking 
his 53rd birthday besides exhibiting books showing develop- 
ment in the Kingdom under King Hussein, at Deir Abu Sa’id. 
it An exhibition of educational aids at Al Samt School, Deir Abu 
Sa’id. . 

THEATRE 


if An Arabic play entitled “Ya ’Anter” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 7:00 p.m. 

SEMINAR 


☆ A on Jordanian script writers at the Royal Cultural 

Centre — 5:00 p-m. 

FILMS 

k A feature film entitled “An American in Paris” at the 
American Centre — 7:00 p.m. 

k An TraHan ffim entitled “Un Uomo, Una Donna e Un Bambino” 
at Haya Arts Centre — 7:00 p.m. 


in promoting the Kingdom’s tourist attractions, and through its 
organised group tours provided a great service to the tourist industry. 

According to Ghandour’s statement in October, RJ has signed an 
agreement in Paris for the construction of a tourist village in Aqaba 
to accommodate 600 guests and two hotels, one in Wadi Rum and the 
other in the ancient Nabatean city of Petra. RJ expects to transport 
no less than 25,000 tourists to the country by the year 1990 on an 
annual basis. Ghandour was quoted as saying in that statement. 

A press release issued on the eve of the anniversary, which falls on 
Dec. 15. said: “It was 25 years ago that His Majesty King Hussein 
established the national carrier which was to become one of the most 
important entities in the social, economic and political spheres in the 
Kingdom. 

From 1963, beginning with one Douglas DC-7 and two Handly 
Page Dans, Royal Jordanian has developed into an airline with a 
fleet of 17, flying to 45 destinations on four continents. 

Ghandour has overseen and directed this growth, and today 
supervises an international staff numbering over 5,000. 

RJ plans to turn itself into a public shareholding company, and 
according to Ghandour, this transformation will take place in two 
stages to offer a chance for the private sector to have a share in 
owning 3nd operating the company alongwith the public sector. 

Rrst, he said RJ will be turned over to the government which will 
then offer pan of its shares, probably 10 per cent, as an initial stage to 
the public. “I believe that the government will eventually offer 35 per 
cent of the RJ shares for sale in Jordan and abroad, Ghandour noted 
recently. v- 

He said that RJ hopes to expand its present network to ail parts of 
the world with the purpose of bolstering the national economy and 
promoting tourism. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent. Wednesday 
inaugurates the new premises of a police department in charge of 
combating drags and forgery' (Petra photo) 

Regent inaugurates 
new police premises 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
(he Regent, Wednesday inaugu- 
rated the new premises of a police 
department in charge of combat- 
ting drug trafficking and forgery. 

The department director deli- 
vered a speech welcoming the 
Regent and paid tribute to bis 
support for tbe Public Security 
Department (PSD) and its efforts 
to combat drugs and to his in- 
strumental assistance to set up 
the department in 1973 as an arm 
of the PSD. 

The director also reviewed the 
developments of the depart- 
ment's services and. cooperation 


with Interpol and other interna- 
tional organisations and various 
nations in combating drug traf- 
ficking. 

Later. Prince Hassan inspected 
the different sections of the new 
premises and heard briefings on 
their operations. 

Prince Hassan later called at 
the PSD headquarters and met 
with its Director General Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali. voicing his 
appreciation to the remarkable 
services the PSD offers to rhe 
public in the fight against crime 
and in contributing to the King- 
dom’s stability and security. 


Touqan, Tarawneh review 
CDD training courses - 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Social Development Fawwaz 
Touqan visited the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) Wednesday 
and met with its director Khaled 
Tarawneh to discuss Training 
courses for the staff of social and 
voluntary organisations. 

Training, he said, would help 
these organisations to provide 
first aid and rescue operations to 
the public in case of natural disas- 
ters and major incidents. 

The minister toured the CDD’s 
sections and inspected their op- 
erations. 

The minister later visited two 
charitable societies in Ruseifa 
and examined their activities, and 
social and educational prog- 


rammes. 

He said the Ministry of Social 
Development will continue to 
provide ail possible assistance to 
charitable organisations in the 
Kingdom. 

Touqan also visited the new 
premises of a vocational training 
centre for handicapped children 
in Ruseifa which is being oper- 
ated in cooperation with the In- 
ternational Labour Organisation 
(ILO). 

The centre, the minister was 
told, provides care and services to 
150 handicapped children and 
training in carpentry, dress mak- 
ing, auto mechanics and other 
trades. 


HINDAWI, W. BANK TEAM HOLD TALKS: Minister of 
Education Thouqan Hindawi bad a discussion Wednesday with a 
team representing the World Bank which is financing a number of 
ministry projects in the Kingdom. Hindawi briefed the team on the 
Ministry; of Education's current efforts to overhaul the educational 
system in the Kingdom by building new schools, and upgrading 
curricula and providing better training to teachers at all stages. 
(Petra) 


Iraqi ceramist tells tales of eve and others 


By Meg Abu Harridan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — This week at the 
Alia Art Gallery is an exhibition 
of the work of the leading Iraqi 
ceramist. Nuha Al Radi. An ex- 
ceptionally creative artist with a 
strong sense of fun, Radi uses her. 
media not .to make pots but in its 
more ancient role as a means of 
communication. Molding the day 
and using glazes like paints, Radi 
composes scenes and pictures in- 
spired directly from her own im- 
mediate environment. 

Full of the daily minutiae of 
life, these clay pictures have a 
naive and thus very direct appeal, 
a fact particularly true of the 
doors and windows which frame 
small mirrors. Overhung with 
vines, cats and doves perched on 
the sills, black and white check 
tiles at their base on which stand 
potted plants, these arched win- 
dows and doors speak of tradi- 
tion, of the continuity life, of the 
pleasure (aken in simple things, 
their soft and unusual mixes of 
colours — deep magenta reds 
with biscuit browns, turquoise 
mixed with purples — enhancing 
the feeling that this, for the artist 
at least, is home. These pieces, 
like much of Radi's work on show 
at this exhibition are imprinted 
extensively with palm trees. Tak- 
ing her cue from ancient works of 
an, Radi has made- her own 
cylinder seals which she rolls over 
her pieces to produce repeated 
patterns giving her work its uni- 
que unity and subtle texturing. 

Caricatures 

While using doors and windows 
as a means of capturing die ess- 
ence of the traditional 
architecture of the area is not a 
new idea, executing caricatures in 
clay cenainly is and the gentle fun 
of these portraits is refreshing. 
Equally delightful is the series of 
clay pictures based on Eve. Radi 
lightly maintains that Eve must 
have been around before Adam, 
simply because she represents 
Mother Nature and the beginning 
of everything. Using a rather less 
rotund and fecund version of the 
Venus of Wiilendorf — a small 
stone statue dating back to 
25,000-20,000 B.C. — to repre- 


sent Eve, Radi poses her bossy, 
impatient figure against a back- 
ground of palm trees like the ones 
that line the banks of the Eup- 
hrates. Different shades, of glaze 
catch all the varying moods and 
lights of the day, an idea Radi has 
carried across into more direct- 
portrayals of the Iraqi desert. 

B.C. graffiti 

Very involved with the rich 
archaeology of her country, Radi 
has recreated some of the ancient 
stones scrawled with prehistoric 
graffiti that liner some of the 
sites. Covered in her own version 
of cuneiform script, the oldest 
known written language, these 
holders have the look and feel of 
their original counterparts espe- 
cially as over them craw] small 
lizards and black and yellow scor- 
pions. Typifying Radi's ever pre- 
sent sense of delight and fun in 
her surroundings, one wonders if 
the rocks are not simply vehicles 
for these small creatures. 

The exhibition is completed 


with a selection of more useful 
objects — large and small dishes 
shaped like handkerchiefs turned 
up at tbe edges, pots shaped like 
the saddle bags used on camels, 
small tables and stools. All of 
these are beautifully glazed and 
decorated in colours and patterns 
reminiscent of those used in the 
traditional bandwoven rugs, thus 
a rolled bag saddlebag wilt be 
decorated with oranges and deep 
blues, emerald greens wilt vie 
with turquoises in between deep 
black lines. A dish will be glazed in 
diagonal lines of beige and 
orange across which run the motif 
of the camel, the palm trees or 
the letters of the cuneiform 
script. Grids of different coloured 
checks around whose edges run 
other geometrical designs empha- 
sise the strength and solidity of 
the small pieces of furniture. In 
all these works there is a clever 
play between the essentially sim- 
ple almost rough, organic form of 
the object and the complex and 
■sophisticated patterns and col- 


ours used to decorate them. 

Radi’s irrepressible sense of 
hurhour bubbles up in the last few 
objects — a delightful ceramic 
version .of the game of snakes and 
ladders and some anti-smoking 
ashtrays.- Filled with ceramic 
butt-ends these are disgusting 
enough to put you off smoking 
for life. 

The exhibition runs until De- 
cember 18th after which Nuha AJ 
Radi will leave for England. 
There she will be working to- 
wards an exhibition in London in 
the spring of ’89 where the sincer- 
ity and essentially very Middle 
Eastern feel will be introduced to 
a new audience. 


WHO regional seminar ends 


Risk of illness 
from polution 
must be defined 

By Rania Atalla 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A regional conference on development 
and its effect on the environment and health ended 
here Wednesday with a call on Eastern Mediterra- 
nean Region (EMR) countries to rapidly assess the 
origfons and extent of environmental health prob- 
lems associated with socio-economic development so 
that such assessments may be used as a basis for 
development strategies and programmes. 


“All development is for the 
prosperity of the people, and 
therefore development proposals 
that cannot be shown to maintain 
or enhance the health status of 
present and future generations 
should be abandoned,” the re- 
commendations. reached at the 
end of the four-day conference, 
read. 

Health should be included as 
an integral pan of the “sustain- 
able development" process, con- 
ference participants concluded. 

The conference, organised by 
the World Health Organisation’s 
(WHO! Centre for Environmen- 
tal Health Activities (CEHA) in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Health, also concluded that 
health ministries in EMR coun- 
tries should incorporate into their 
health education programmes, an 
understanding of environmental 
health issues and ways to incorpo- 
rate them in national, regional 
and local development plans. 

The 57 experts, who took part 
in the conference, recommended 
that the environmental laws of 
EMR countries should stipulates 
the protection of public health 
against environmental hazards. 

The private sector, participants 
said, should be encouraged to 
find cost effective solutions and 
designs for sustainable develop- 
ment project. 

“The private sector must take 
responsibility for the contami- 
nants that it releases into the 
environment on the principle that 
the polluter pays," the recom- 
mendations read. 

Furthermore, national health 
agencies should ensure that en- 
vironmental health conditions in 
EMR countries are improved. 
“For this... (they) need to streng- 
then their own structures, exper- 
tise, and programmes in environ- 


mental health,” the recom- 
mendations staled. 

EMR countries should streng- 
then mechanisms and procedures 
for inter-sectoral coordination 
and cooperation on environmen- 
tal health as well. “Ministries of 
health, environment, develop- 
ment and planning should train 
more staff in techniques and 
methods of environmental and 
health assessment of projects, 
and specific training courses and 
the production of training mate- 
rial should be developed,” the 
final report said. 

The recommendations also 
suggested that a regional body of 
experts be set up to mount a 
collaborative effort in pollution 
control and manpower develop- 
ment within the region. The 
WHO and other international 
agencies should be encouraged to 
organise and finance such .an in- 
itiative, the report stated. 

Environmental health institu- 
tions should be encouraged to 
develop, maintain and update in- 
formation systems, and make 
them readily and inexpensively 
available to all interested parties 
to become a genuine regional 
network supported and assisted 
by CEHA, the report concluded. 

During the final session of the 
conference. Health Minister Zeid 
Hamzeh stressed tbe public's role 
in executing these policies. He 
said the ministry was not only 
concerned with building hospital 
and health centres but that it had 
cooperated closely with the 
WHO in activities related to the 
health of the citizens. 

"The Health Ministry and all 
the official bodies will be most 
cooperative and supportive to 
what you have arrived at in your 
recommendations,” Hamzeh 
promised the participants. 


Jordan, Egypt to 
air transport in January 


CAIRO (Petra, J.T.) — Minis- 
ters of transport and telecom- 
munications in Egypt and Jordan 
are due to meet next month to 
discuss air transport operations 
between -the two countries, 
according to Minister of Trans- 
port Khaled Al Haj Hassan. 

Speaking after a meeting with 
Egyptian Prime Minister Atef 
Sidki Wednesday, Haj Hassan 
said that the meeting, which will 
be held in Cairo in the second 
half of January 1989, is to be 
attended by the Egyptian minis- 
ter of tourism and aviation. 

Jordanian-Egyptian coopera- 
tion in general and in the field of 
transport and telecommunications 
in particular were reviewed at the 
meeting with the prime minister, 
according to Haj Hassan who 
returned to Amman Wednesday. 


He said that the exchange of 
views and the discussions on the 
implementation of joint projects 
in these fields come prior to the 
coming meeting by the joint high- 
er committee chaired by the 
prime ministers of tbe two coun- 
tries. 

Haj Hassan said he reviewed 
with Sidki the latest agreements 
reached in talks here on promot- 
ing the work and operations of 
the Arab Maritime Bridge Com- 
pany shared by Egypt, Jordan 
and Iraq. 

Ministers from the three comv 
tries concluded meetings in Cairo 
Tuesday after endorsing amend- 
ments to the company's charter, 
•paving the way for expansion and 
greater authorities in land and 
maritime transport. operations. 
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Call their bluff 

WASHINGTON'S reaction to Palestine Liberation Organisation 
iPLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat's historic speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly Tuesday on peace in the Middle East is 
indeed perplexing. Not only did Mr. Arafat unequivocally accept 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, renounce 
terrorism in all its forms and accept the right of Israel to exist — he 
also appealed to Israeli leaders to come and meet him in Geneva to 
negotiate permanent peace for all the parties to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

For the Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and his clique to 
spurn the clearest ever peace overture from the Palestinian side 
was something that was expected in view of Likud's arrogant 
refusal to negotiate with the PLO no matter what. But for the 
United States to submit the false argument that the PLO js still 
ambiguous on the principal terms for peace is truly an insult to 
their and our intelligence. 

The PLO's acceptance of the so-called “conditions" arrogantly 
put forth by Henry Kissinger when be was the U.S. Secretary of 
State back in 1975. One can understand the United States not 
saying anything about Arafat’s Geneva speech on Tuesday, but to 
say that they still do not understand his words is something that is 
truly beyond reasonable comprehension. 

The Palestinian side is already arguing that they have exposed 
practically all their cards prematurely and for no returns. There 
are many within the PLO who would submit and rightly so that the 
PLO offers for peace are already over extended and that the 
Palestinian side has precipitously given away much of its bargain- 
ing position much too early and before the Israeli side sits at the 
negotiating table, if ever they even get to that stage. These axe truly 
legitimate concerns that would call for a curb on making what 
appears to be unaccounted for Palestinian concessions. 

It is indeed a very heavy responsibility to advise the PLO about 
to do next. Should the PLO call Washington and Tel Aviv's bluff 
and by using child-like language to rephrase its positions on the 
terms of peace between the Palestinian side and the Israelis? 
Obviously the damage ensuing from making too many concessions 
by the Palestinian side before hand bas already materialised. The 
only thing that separates what the PLO has just enunciated and 
what Tel Aviv and Washington are still calling for is semantics. If 
Israel and the U.S. pretend that they still do not understand and 
insist on simple and rudimentary words to express highly 
sophisticated and critical propositions, then the PLO should 
indulge them, if for no reason other than calling their bluff once 
and for all. 

In fact, however, the real reason for the American refusal to be 
conceded to lies elsewhere. In the memorandum of agreement 
signed between Washington and Tel Aviv back in 1975, the United 
States agreed not to engage the PLO in any negotiations without 
the consent of the Israelis. This is the crux of the whole problem. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

JORDANIAN dailies Wednesday commented on King Hussein’s 
successful visit to France and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
peace plan as presented to the U.N. General Assembly meeting in 
Geneva. The King's successful visit following intensive talks with 
French President Francois Mitterrand manifests a positive stance 
not only on the part of Paris but also all the European Community 
nations. A1 Ra'i Arabic daily said. The European stand backed by 
support from the world community to the Palestinian people’s 
rights are all very favourable elements for peace, prompting King 
Hussein to announce that he was optimistic about chances for the 
establishment of peace in the Middle East, rhe paper added. The 
paper said that the PLO chairman has now presented his peace 
plan to Israel and the world at large, basing his ideas on U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. This hand, extended for 
peace, should be met with very constructive attitudes on the part 
of the Israelis and the Americans and should be considered as a 
first step towards ending rhe Arab-Israeli conflict, the paper 
added. It said that the Arabs and the Palestinians are now 
awaiting the world community's reaction and a meaningful 
development towards the question of peace. 

Writing in A1 Ra'i daily, columnist Abdul Rahim Omar says that 
now Arafat has extended his hand for peace and an end to the 
Middle East conflict, the Arabs must find ways and create the 
necessary elements to give the idea a real momentum ar all levels. 
To meet the conditions set by the U.S. and Israel. Arafat has 
done everything in his power and presented a peace plan that is 
acceptable to the whole world, the writer notes. He says that the 
Palestinians should now be helped by the world community to set 
up their state in Palestine in accordance with U.N. resolution 181 
on the partition of that land into an Arab and Israeli state. In 
addition to pan-Arab moves to back Arafat's drive for peace, the 
writer notes, .the Palestinians in the occupied territories should 
maintain their uprising, for it is because of this uprising that the 
Palestinians have won an overwhelming world-wide support, and 
because of the revolt the PLO leaders" had been able to present 
their case to the world. 

AJ Dustour daily reflected on the immediate reaction by the 
international community to Arafat's speech in Geneva; which it 
said was warm and supportive, reflecting the world community's 
backing for the Palestinian people's rights. The PLO has now 
adopted a very moderate and realistic stance with regard to the 
Palestine issue and has submined a peace plan to encourage Israel 
to accept peace, the paper noted. The favourable response to 
Arafat’s speech prompted King Hussein, who has just concluded 
successful talks with the French president, to announce his 
optimism over an end to the 40-year old Arab-Israeli conflict. The 
King considers Arafat's initiative as a new bid, giving further 
momentum to the peace efforts and encouraging the world 
community to embark on a serious endeavour to help end the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, the paper noted. Let us hope, the paper 
added, that the U.S. will respond favourably to the PLO's ideas 
and help break the deadlock in the current efforts to establish 
peace. 

Sawf AJ Shaab daily discussed the PLO's bid for peace which was 
presented to the U.N. General Assembly in Geneva on Tuesday. 
The initiative leaves no doubt about the Palestinian leadership's 
orientation towards the establishment of peace based on U.N. 
Security Council resolutions which guarantee the rights of all 
peoples in the region including those of Israel, the paper noted. It 
said that as the Palestinians become more inclined towards peace, 
the Israelis prove to be more adamant in rejecting this peace and 
prove that they are determined to maintain their aggression and 
their occupation of Arab land. It siad that the PLO's bid is a 
historic development and a chance which should not be missed by 
the international community if stability and security are to be 
re-established in the Middle East. 


Next lsraeli-U.S. condition: end the intifada 


By Salameh Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff 

AMMAN — The United States 
has described PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat’s speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
Geneva Tuesday as ambiguous. 
The Israeli premier said it consti- 
tuted a monumental fraud. 

Short of asking the U.S. admi- 
nistration and Tel Aviv to write 
Arafat’s speeches for him. if not 
draw PLO policy on his behalf, it 
is practically very difficult to see 
what more concessions Arafat 
can make. 

The frustration of most Middle 
Easr observers caused by the 
Israeli response to the PLO initia- 
tive was combined with greater 
anger at the Unired States [on 
which most of the world depends 
to convince Israel of the benefits 
of flexibility'. > 

On the short term, the Amer- 
ican reaction was by no means 
irrational, stupid or miscalculated 
as many have suggested. In fact, 
it was very much calculated. It 
was a well-orchestrated response, 
coordinated between the Israeli 
leadership and the U.S. adminis- 
tration. This is evident if one 
understands the motivation be- 
hind the American and Israeli 
responses. 

To begin with, it must be 
understood that even if Arafat 
had had George Shultz write his 
Geneva speech, the speech would 
have still been described as ambi- 
guous and^would have still been 
rejected out of hand by Tel Aviv. 

It must also be understood that 
for the past 20 years, there had 
been no ambiguity about the 
position of Arab countries vis-a- 
vis the acceptance of resolution 
242. This ambuguity has led the 
Arab states nowhere. So. why 
should it lead the PLO anywhere 
now? 

The fact of the matter is that 


the Israelis are not in the least 
interested in a Palestinian accept- 
ance of 242 and 33S because the 
Israelis are not willing to imple- 
ment them. The Israelis are not 
interested in PLO recognition of 
Israel’s right to exist, because 
they don't recognise the PLO and 
because they already have the 
recognition of the rest of the 
world. The Israelis are not in- 
terested in having the PLO re- 
nounce terrorism, unless this re- 
nunciation means the end of all 
forms of resistance to the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza. And if this was achieved, 
then there would be no need for 
the Israelis to even think about 
changing the status quo. 

As for the United States, what 
suits Tel Aviv suits Washington 


“The, fact remains that 
the Israelis have rejected 
every single peace plan 
put forward by all parties 
involved or concerned in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict,! 
including the one put for- 
ward by their own 
strategic allies.’' 


fine, thank you. The reasons for 
that are no more a secret to 
anyone. The Israeli influence on 
Washington is now considered a 
fact of life. In the memorandum 
of agreement between the gov- 
ernments of Israel and the United 
States, authored by Henri Kissin- 
ger, the U.S. agreed to consult 
fully land seek to concert its 
position and strategy on the issue 
of the PLO with Israel. 

The Israelis have absolutely no 
intention of making peace that is 
acceptable to the Palestinian and 
Arab side, unless it was peace in 
exchange for peace, no more. 


This American administration 
has made it dear it will not 
overrule Israel. The forthcoming 
administration does not look 
much more promising. 

Israelis, in concert with the 
present American administration 
and most likely, the forthcoming 
administration, are willing to 
issue conditions for peace talks as 
long as the PLO and the Arab 
side cannot afford to accept 
them. If they miraculously did 
accept these conditions, as did 
the PLO and the PNC recently, 
there would be new and tougher 
conditions. 

The new conditions that is like- 
fy to be put to the PLO is to ask 
the organisation to show its 
sincerity by ordering u morator- 
ium on the intifada in the occu- 
pied territories for a few weeks or 
few months so as to convince the 
Americans, and subsequently the 
Israelis (or vice versa), that the 
PLO is no more what it is — that 
is, a liberation movement fighting 
to liberate its occupied people 
and territories. They want the 
PLO to take their side and to stop 
being so Palestinian and perhaps 
become, a little bit more Amer- 
ican and if possible. Israeli. 

In Arab eyes, the PLO has 
taken a big gamble. From the 
look of things, they arc likely to 
be now asked to give up their 
raison d'etre and commit suicide. 

So far! no voice from the new 
Bush administration indicates any 
dissent from the views of the 
present administration. In Israel, 
the Labour Party does not seem 
like it will contradict its Likud 
partner. In fact, the two major 
parties are now seeking to forge a 
convenient national coalition in 
order to defuse the internal crisis 
caused by the intifada and to be 
able to resist international press- 
ure. The American role will be 
dedicated to help the Israelis 
reach that goal. The Israelis and 


the Americans are. in-a way, also 
taking a big gamble. 

The Americans risk further 
alienating the Arabs of the Midjj 
die East, as well as jeopardising 
their interests in the region. The 
Israelis risk an escalation in the 
intifada which could become 
more bloody and violent with the 
possible use of arms by the 
Palestinian youth. This is without 
ruling out renewed PLO attacks 
on Israeli- interests within and 
without Israel and the occupied 
territories. This means a return to 
the vicious cycle of violence and. 
counter violence, with each side 1 


blaming the other. 

In the past, when the PLO and 
the Arabs used to say they 
wanted to throw the Israelis into 
the sea. Tel Aviv had a good 
excuse for its rejectionism. To- 
day, no matter what the Israelis 
say. the fact remains that they 
have rejected every single peace 
plan or project put forward by all 
panics involved or concerned 
with the Arab-Israeli conflict, in- 
cluding the plan put forward by 
their own strategic allies. Yet. 
still, they have not produced any 
peace alternative or plan of their 
own. TTie Israelis have rejected 
the successive European peace 


plans for the Middle East dace 
the Venice declaration. They 
have rejected the Arab peagg 
plan of Fez. They have rejected 
the Reagan plan of 1982 as well 
the earlier Soviet plan of Brezh- 
nev, and now, they have turned 
down the PLO's peace plan which 
is based on United Nations re- 
solutions accepted by every single 
member of the international com- 
munity of nations including the 
United States. Israel today, 
stands alone in the region and' 
increasingly so, alone in the 
world. It is a sad reality that 
threatens much sadder consequ- 
ences. 



‘For God’s sake, let’s talk’ 


The following news analysis by 
Anthony Lewis, appeared in The 
New York Times December 11: 

BOSTON — When a party to 
international conflict moderates 
its hostile words, diplomacy tests 
how meaningful the change is. 
You talk. You explore. You 
negotiate 

That course was followed by 
the Reagan administration, for 
example, with Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. It tested his new rhetoric 
of peace, and it gradually moved 
from scepticism to the warmth of 
its reception for him last week. 

How different has been the 
response to the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation and its chair- 
man, Yasser Arafat. Over the last 
months they have voiced a new 
moderation on the question of 
peace with Israel. But various 
leaders in Israel and the United 
States, instead of calling for di- 
plomacy to test those words, have 
condemned them out of hand — 
and excoriated the very idea of 
talking with the PLO. 

- The reaction reached a peak of 
hysteria last week when Arafat 
and colleagues met in Stockholm 
with five prominent American 
Jews. The PLO members, ex- 
pounding on its recent resolution 
in Algiers, said it “accepted the 
existence of Israel as a state in the 


region." The statement spoke 
affirmatively of U.N. Resolution 
242, which calls for Israeli with- 
drawal from occupied territory to 
“secure and recognised" bound- 
aries. 

Those were striking changes in 
the PLO's historic position. They 
were changes that Israel and its 
supporters have long urged. But 
in Israel, leaders of both major 
arties brushed them off with 
ostile comments. 

Some leaders of American 
Jewish organisations made vi- 
cious attacks on the five Amer- 
icans who went to Stockholm and 
drew the moderate words from 
the PLO. The president of the 
Zionist Organisation of America. 
Milton Shapiro, said they were 
"renegades" who had “violated 
the memories of the victims of 
terrorism and the holocaust." 

How is one to explain the 
extremity of the negative reac- 
tion? Why should a meeting that 
more clearly articulated a milder 
PLO stance make some leaders 
and supporters of Israel angry? 

One reason given was that the 
PLO was not sufficiently explicit, 
for example about Resolution 
242. The Stockholm statement 
said the PLO was ready to negoti- 
ate at an international confer- 
ence. on the basis of 24 2 and “the 


right of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination.” That did in- 
deed add another element to 242. 

But if faithfulness to 242 is the 
test of international acceptability, 
then the government of Israel 
fails the test. Prime Minister Sha- 
mir has repeatedly said that Israel 
will not withdraw from the terri- 
tory it occupies, as 242 requires. 

The same is true on the ques- 
tion of recognition. The PLO has 
now said that it accepts Israel. 
Maybe those words are not sin- 
cere; they have to be tested. But 
the government of Israel has so 
far rejected the very idea of 
nationhood for the Palestinians, 
and spurned their representative, 
the PLO. 

The United States, as the 
prime outside influence in the 
Middle East, should be respond- 
ing to the PLO moves with the 
usual course of diplomacy: talk- 
ing. drawing out the PLO. But 
Washington is sitting lamely on 
the sidelines, paralysed by politic- 
al fear. 

The British government has no 
trouble seeing the possibilities 
now. William Waldegrave, a 
Foreign Office minister, said the 
other day that if Arafat confirms 
the Stockholm position when he 
speaks to the United Nations in 
Geneva, then “the next steps 


must come from Israel.’’ 

“We should ask for exactly the 
same declarations from Israel," 
Waldegrave said — “namely that 
they would accept 242... and ear- 
ly progress toward an internation- 
al conference at which negotia- 
tions between the two principal 
parties of Israel and the Palesti- 
nians can settle these matters.’* 

In the end there can be peace 
only if the two claimants to that 
same small piece of land sit down 
and talk. It cannot be easy. There 
are deep and valid fears to over- 
come, memories of terrorism and 
hatred. But the alternative to 
negotiation is endless hostility, 
corruption and death. 

The American Jews who went 
to Stockholm know very well that 
they cannot speak for Israel. 
They just hoped to bring negotia- 
tion a little closer. One of them 
was Menachem Rosensaft, whose 
parents survived Auschwitz. He 
said: 

“There arc miles to go. But 
for God's sake let’s start talking. 
When you talk, you dc-demonisc 
the enemy. 

“We have got the PLO saying 
they accept Israel (using the 
name) as a state (using the inter- 
national legal term) in the region. 
That’s what we’ve been waiting 
for. Now let’s get on with it.” 


Lebanon ’s feudal elite fades, 
and with it a way of life 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — They were wealthy, 
educated, cosmopolitan in their 
taste for the finer things of life. 

Lebanon's feudal elite ran the 
country as a private club, with a 
restricted membership and an eti- 
quette handed down from father 
to son. 

Christian or Muslim, they were 
often landowners on a grand scale 
or members of the intelligentsia 
with enough family money to buy 
themselves a newspaper to run or 
a safe seat in parliament. 

Some were ruthless nouveaux 
riches, ready to use violence to 
safeguard their states- within-a- 
state to the extent of calling the 
U.S. marines to come ashore and 
help out. 

Even today, especially in rural 
areas, the surviving grandees of 
the old Lebanon are still revered 
os mediaeval lords. 

But Lebanon will not see their 
like again and their passing 
evokes mixed feelings from other 
Lebanese. 

Some regard this fading gen- 
eration of leaders as including 
people who invited foreign in- 
tervention and were largely to 
blame for the civil war that broke 
out 13 years ago and still shows 
no sign of ending. 

"These effete people designed 
the system that got us into this 
mess," said a senior militia offic- 
er, a man in his 30s from a poor 
family and with a radical view of 
Lebanon's ills. 


For others, particularly the 
middle class, a decline of the 
ancient regime and a diminution 
in a stature of the surviving gen- 
try leave a vacuum in national 
leadership. After all. had not 
several statesmen emerged from 
the old national elite? 

Octogenarians 

Taqi Eddine A1 Solh. a former 
primer minister who died last 
month at the age of 79, was 
regarded as a gentleman of the 
old xrhool and very much a mod- 
erating influence in the country's 
many crises. 

Scion of a prominent Sunni 
Muslim family, he was educated 
at the American University of 
Beirut and began a career as a 
journalist. 

Twice prime minister, he was 
one of the architects of the 1943 
national pact, which sought to 
contain rhe fires of communal 
competition by dividing top gov- 
ernmental jobs along religious 
lines, so everyone got a share. 

That was the theory. In prac- 
tice. many Lebanese say, some 
got a lot more than others and the 
system simply papered over the 
cracks instead of building a real 
sense of identity. 

The last surviving politician 
who helped formulate the pact is 
Shi'ite Defence Minister Adel 
Osseiran. a landowner from 
South Lebanon and at 83 a man 
still admired for his personal 
charm and gentle approach to 
seemingly intractable problems. 

A very different man was for- 


mer President Camille Chamoun. 
who died last year from a heart 
attack at Ihe age of 87. 

A hardline champion of Christ- 
ian prerogatives, his attempts to 
draw Lebanon into the Baghdad 
pact — a British-sponsored buffer 
against a tide of Arab nationalism 
personified by the late Egyptian 
President Gama! Abdul Nasser 
— precipitated Ihe country’s first 
civil war in 1958. 

Chamoun \s response was to in- 
vite the United Slates to inter- 
vene, and U.S. marines landed at 
Beirut. 

A northern warlord politically 
active at least until a few months 
ago is a former President Sulei- 
man Fmnjich. His close personal 
friendship with Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad dates back to 
1957, when Frunjieh sought re- 
fuge in Syria after a gunfight with 
another northern dan in a village 
church. 

Also a Maronite Christian, he 
stood again us candidate in Leba- 
non's presidential election in Au- 
gust at the age of 78 — but 
Christian deputies opposed to Sy- 
rian influence in the country 
boycotted parliament and the 
vote failed to take place. 

Last of the Maronites 

Instead, outgoing President 
Amin Gemayel handed over the 
reins of office — what little there 
was of it — to a Christian army 
officer of modest origins, Michel 
Aoun. who set up an administra- 
tion to rival a Muslim-led cabinet 


in west Beirut. 

Gemayel may be the lasr of his 
Maronite family to play a promin- 
ent role in national affairs. 

His father, Pierre Gemayel. 
formed the Falangist party in 
1936 with a youth wing styled 
after the Nazi brownshirts. 

In 1982, Amin's younger 
brother Bashir was elected presi- 
dent in the wake of the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon. 

Bashir had inherited his 
father's forcefulness and charis- 
ma. He vowed to reunite Leba- 
non. but 10 days before he was 
due to take office he was assassin- 
ated and Amin Gemayel took his 
place. 

But Amin was neither fighter 
nor statesman. He saw himself as 
an aristocrat and enjoyed the 
pomp and circumstance of power, 
but the writ of his government did 
not extend far beyond the gates 
of his palace in the hills overlook- 
ing Beirut. 

Perhaps the only feudal lord 
left with his power relatively un- 
scathed by war? social upheaval 
and the passage of time is a 
onetime playboy who had the 
position thrust upon him. 

In 1977. Walid Jumblatt inher- 
ited the chieftainship of the clan- 
nish Druze minority from his 
father, Katnal Jumblatt, who 
fought and died for his dream of a 
secular, united Lebanon. 

Kamal. like his father before 
him. was assassinated. 


1988: elections, coups 
bring on changes 


By John Wright 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The United 
States. Pakistan and Ecuador 
changed government peacefully 
in 19S8, while Mexico’s elections 
turned controversial and Israel's 
led to weeks of manoeuvring to 
form a new government coalition. 

Amid violent unrest, Haiti 
changed its government three 
times and Burma twice. 

In other elections and plebis- 
cites worldwide: 

— Chileans, in a yes-or-no 
plebiscite, turned down an exten- 
sion of military leader President 
Augusto Pinochet's term. 

— Lebanon ended the year 
with two competing govern- 
ments. 

— Existing leaders won re- 
election in France, Canada, 
Venezuela. Finland and Scgegal. 

Guatemala, the Maldives and 
Bophuthatswana. a South Afri- 
can homeland, repelled coup 
attempts. Panama's president was 
fired, and Lebanon ended the 
year with two competing govern- 
ments. 

In the United States. Vice 
President George Bush won the 
presidency Nov. 8 in what was 
widely interpreted as a public 
show of support for his boss. 
President Ronald Reagan, who 
was ineligible for re-election. 
With low rates of unemployment 
and inflation working in the Re- 
publican^’ favour. Bush beat 
Democratic party nominee 
Michael Dukakis by a 54-46 per 
cent margin. However. Bush will 
face a Congress firmly controlled 
by the Democratic opposition. 

Voters in Canada liked the 
ruling Conservatives and re- 
turned Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney to another term on Nov. 
21. The vote was also considered 
a referendum on Muironey's free- 
trade agreement with the’ United 
States. 

In Mexico. Carlos Salinas dc 
Gortari won the presidency July 6 
amid charges of massive voter 
fraud. Salmas de Gortari was 
certified as getting 50.36 per cent 
of the vote against two major 
candidates to his left and right. 
For the first rime, opposition 
parties won scats in the senate, 
and the governing party lost a 
working majority in the chamber 
of deputies. 

In Israel, the center-left 
Labour and right-wing Likud par- 
ties tried to put together a coali- 
tion after neither won a majority 
of parliament seats in the Nov. i 
elections. Likud's talks with small 
religious parties stalled over 
orthodox Jews’ demands for 
stringent religious laws. 

In Haiti, civilian Leslie Man- 
igat won violence-marred elec- 
tions on Jan, 17. He was over- 
thrown on June 2ft by Lr. Gen. 
Henri Namphy. who le’d the milit- 
ary junta that assumed power 
when former prcsident-for-life 
Jean-Claude Duvalicr fled in 
1986, A Sept. 17 barracks revolt 
toppled Namphy and brought Lt. 
Gen. Prosper Avril to power. 

In Burma, Maung Maung on 
Aug. 19 became Burma's first 
civilian president in 26 years. He 


replaced Sein Lwin. who lasted 
only 17 days because of wide- 
spread chaos and bloodshed. Sein 
Lwin took over after the July 23 
resignation of Ne Win, whose 
authoritarian rule had endured 
since 1962. 

In Pakistan, President Zia Ul' 
Haq died in an Aug. 17 plane 
crash, whose cause is still a mys- 
tery. The government went ahead 
with the elections Zia had called 
for November and permitted 
candidates, contrary to Zia's in- 
tentions. to run as representatives 
of political parties. The victor was 
Benazir Bhutto's center-left Peo- 
ple's Party, to power, making the 
35 -year-old Ms. Bhutto the first 
woman leader of a modern-day 
Muslim nation. 

In Palau, a Pacific island chain 
associated with the United States, 
President Lazarus Salii commit- 
ted suicide Aug. 20 and Ngiratkel . 
Etpison won election as president 
Nov. 2. 


In Ecuador, center-left lawyer 
Rodrigo Borja succeeded right- 
wing President Leon Febres Cor- 
dero in the May 8 elections, 
promising more government in- 
tervention in that South Amer- 
ican country's battered economy 
and a non-aligned foreign policy. 
Febres Cordero had been one of 
America's staunchest Latin 
American allies. 

In Thailand. Chatichai 
Choonhaven was installed as 
prime minister with the backing 
of six coalition parties after July 
24 elections, replacing Prem Tin- 
sulanonda, the nation’s longest- 
serving prime minister, who res- 
igned. 

In Hungary. Miklos Nemeth.' 
became prime minister Nov. 24, 
replacing Communist Party lead- 
er Karoly Grosz in that job- 
Grosz resigned the premiership 
to concentrate on the more, 
powerful party post, and said 
Nemeth would be well-equipped 
to bring new ideas to economic 
management and implement an 
austerity programme. 

fn Chile, Pinochet lost an OcL 
5 referendum that would have 
extended his term until 1997 by a 
55-43 margin, forcing him to call 
open elections, now planned for 
December 1989.. The general 
has led Chile since leading a 
right-wing coup in 1973. 

In France, Mitterrand won a 
second seven-year term May 8 
with 54 per cent of the vote, a 
result that was attributed more to 
his personal popularity than to 4 
mandate for his Socialist prog* 
rammes. 


Lebanon now has two compel 
ing governments. Each bas been 
claiming legitimacy since tnirfr' 
August, when parliament failed 
to elect a successor to Presidenf. 
Amin Gemayel at the end of-J** 5 
six-year term. Gemayel; 
appointed army commander 
Gen. Michael Aoun as prime- 
minister, but Syria backs Sunni 
Muslim Prime Minister Safi® 1 
Hoss, who took office in Jt® 6- 
1987. % 

In Finland, 64- year-old 
dent Mauno Korvisto won' 
election in a five-candidate 38®": 

Feb. 1. 
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Qui 

trompe qui? 


Que veulent Washington et 
Ttfi-Aviv? Tout se passe com- 
me si, meme dans I’hypothes? 
ou Shultz Iui-mcme avail ccrit 
la declaration de Yasser Arafat 
ii Genfcve — on n'en est pas 
loin, elle auruit etc rejetee 
avec Ie meme mupris. Le fait 
est que'lcs Israeliens ne irou- 
vent aucun interet i la recon- 
naissance -par l*OLP des 
resolutions 242 et 338 des Na- 
tions-Unies, parec qu’ils ne 
veulent en aucun cas les metre? 
en application. Israel ne 
recherche pas sa reconnaiss- 
ance par l'OLP C3r I'Etar juif 
est deja recon nu par 1c rcste du 
monde. II se moque egalemem 
de (’abandon du terrorism? par 
la ccntrale palestiniennc, a 
moins que cettc renonciation 
entrain? ia fin de tout? forme 
de resistance dans les terri- 
ioires occupes.' 

En clair, TcJ-Aviv ne recher- 
che pas une paix qui puiss? 
convenir & ia panic arabe, a 
moins d'obtenir la paix en 
echonge de la paix seulement. 
El ce qui est vrai pour Israel 
1’esi aussi pour son grand allie 
americain, dont la seule coher- 
ence reside dans une harmonic 
complete avec I'Etat hebreu. 

Israel, en accord avec 
Washington, cherchera done 
toujours k impose r aux Palcsti- 
niens des conditions qu'ils ne 
pourrnnt jamais accepter, de 
placer la barns toujours plus 
haur. La prochaine de ces con- 
ditions pourrait etre ia 
suivantc: demandcr A l'OLP. 
comme preuve de pacifism?, 
un gel de quelques semaines ou 
de quelques mois de I'intifada 
dans les territoires occupies. En 
somme, on exigerait de l'OLP 
quelle ne soit plus ce qu’eiie 
est, a savoir un mouvement de 
liberation. Ouoi de plus prati- 
que pour avoir la paix que de 
demandcr a I'adverairc dc sc 
suicider?... 

L'administration Bush pre- 
ndra ses distances avec Israel, 
emend-on ici et lii. Mais pour 
instant, aucune voix de Te'- 
quipe en coulisses ne s'est ele- 
vee contre I’atriiude des hom- 
mes de Reagan. Quant au parti 
travailliste isradlien. il ne 
prend pas non plus le chemin 
d'un affrontement avec les 
faucons de -Shamir. Les deux 
partis sont au conrraire en train 
de rechercher I'entente dans 
un gouvemement de coalition. 
Pour parler d'une seule voix et 
miciix resister a la press ion 
Internationale decupiee par 
'intifada. Mais si la politique 
de la main tendue est ainsi 
sabotce, les armes i feu pour- 
raient bien un jour remplacer 
les pierres dans les rerritoires 
occupes. 


Salameh Ne'matt 


EN BREF 


Attaque israelienne au 
Liban 


L’annfe Isratfienne a lance le 9 
decembre une operation-eclair 
contre des positions tenues par le 
Front populaire de liberation de 
la Palestine (FPLP) a Maameh, 
village cotier au sud de Beyrouth. 
Deux cent parachutistes isra<S- 
licns. i argues par helicopter?, ont 
pris part a cette attaque. qui a fait 
9 raons du cote dcs assaillants. 
En face, 4 combaitants Palesti- 
nians et cinq miliciens druzes du 
Parti socialiste progressists (PSP) 
ont 6tc rues. C’est la premiere 
fois depuis 1'invasion de 1982 que 
les Israeliens s’enfoncent aussi 
loin au Liban (la zone attaqueu se 
situait a 80 km au nord de la 
frontiere israelienne). 


Faux billets: 27 
arrestations 


Vingt sept personnes ont ete 
arretees depuis octobre par la 
police jordanienne dans le cadre 
de 15 affaires de faux mon- 
nayage. La police declare avoid 
saisi en deux mois et demi 40.CKJU 
dollars amdricains, 10.000 Jivres 
turques et 500 rivals saoudiens en 
faux billets. Quinze des suspects 
arretds sont jordaniens et les au- 
tres viennent de pays arabes 
voisins. La fausse monnaie etait 
fabriquee dans ces pays el 
ecoulee aupres des change urs 
norammem. Selon la police, ce 
regain de faux monnayage 
trouve son explication dans Ia 
hausse recent e du dollar et la 
forte demande de devises 
ftrangeres en Jordanie. 


Le saviez-vous? 

La Pravda en arabe 


La Pravda, organe ofliciel du 
parti communist e d'Union sovi£ti- 


qne, devrait prochainemeni etre 
disponsible en version arabe- Un 
accord en ce sens a ete signd entre 
la direction du journal sovietique 
et Mesri Noueichi, redacteur en 
chef de I' hebdomadal re cairotc 
Al-Anbaa, connu. pour ses liens 
avec Ie pouvoir figyprien. Selon 
les teimes de cet accord, la Prav- 
da tradidte en arabe devrait etre 
pubUifie 4 partir du ler janvier 
1989. Meilleurs voeux. (Arabies, 
dwembre) 


La visite du Roi Hussein en France 


Paix: Vaxe Amman- Paris 


Le Roi Hussein a eflectu* de 
lundi it mercredi; visite offi- 
cielle **de travail** en France, 
a I 'invitation dc Francois Mit- 
terrand. II s’agit de fa 
troisieme visile de ce type 
effectuee cette annee en 
France par le souverain 
Hachemite. Le Roi a notam- 
ment eu des entretiens avec M. 
Mitterrand, le premier minis- 
tre Michel Rocard, le ministre 
de la defense Jean-Pierre 
Chev&nement et le ministre 
des Affaires et range res, Ro- 
land Dumas. 


Le Roi Hussein s'est declare 
■'optimisie" quant a un regie ment 
prochain du ennflit israeio- arabe. 
mardi ii Tissue d'un entretien 
sui\i d'un dejeuner de travail a 
TElysee avec Ie president Fran- 
«jots Mitterrand. 

Le monarque Hachemite a fon- 
de son optimism? . d'une part, sur 
"Tattention que port? la com- 
munautc international? a un rc- 
-glemeni juste et honorable" de la 
question palestiniennc. el. 
d'autre part, sur "I’altitude posi- 
tive et responsable de l'OLP" 
ainsi que sur la situation dans les 
territoires occupes, un an apres le 
debut de I'intifada. 

"Jc suis personnetlcrricni opti- 
misie pour le present et pour 
L'avcnir". a-t-il dif . en souhgnant 
que h central? palestiniennc — 
en adheram a la resolution. 242 
du Conseil de securite qui prevoit 
b reconnaissance implicitc d'ls- 
rael et en proclamant un Etat 
independam — avail fait preuve 
d'une "attitude ires positive". 



mirage. 

Un accord portam sur ia con- 
stitution d'une commission mixte 
cconomique franco- Jordanienne 
a etc sign? par Michel Rocard et 
son homologue jordanien, Zeid 
Rifai. Place? sous la double presi- 
dence du ministre du plan jorda- 
nien et du ministre du commerce 
exterieur frangais, certe commis- 
sion sera chargee de faciliter et de 
developper les echanges econo - 
miques entre les deux pays. La 
France est le 7eme foumisseur de 
la Jordanie er les eebanges entre 
les. deux pays ont enregistre en 
19SS un sold? positif en faveur de 
la France de 473 millions de 
francs (environ 79 millions de 
dollars). 


Roles pivots 


Le Roi a d'autre part estime 
que Ie prnhlenic du Liban dc vail 
etre examine "le plus tot possible 
au niveau d'un soinmet arabe". 
Ouuiifiani de "Ires reussie" sa 
visite en France ou ii est arrive 
lundi. le souverain a indique que 
son entretien avec le president 
Mitterrand avail porte sur "ioiis 
les \ujets bilalcraux, rcgionaux, 
micr-arabcs et internntionaux." 

Mardi upr us-midi, le Roi Hus- 
sein a reiju au Palais Murigny. ou 
resident les holes de la France, 
M. Dumas, dc retour d'une visite 


officielle en Egypt? , ainsi que M. 
Jean-Pierre Chevenement, minis- 
tre de la defense. 

La France el la Jordanie ont 
condu un accord en fevrier 1988, 
portant sur ia vent? de vingt 
avions de combat Mirage 2(KK) au 
Royaumc. ia modernisation de 15 
Mirage FI. et en guise de com- 
pensation tcchnologiquc pour 
Amman, la construction d'une 
usine de maintenance en Jordanie 
pour le materiel frangais. Le con- 
tra! finalise en avril 1988 a Am- 
man a port? sur I'achat de douze 


Dans (a press? arabe. on 
souligne ie role pivot joue par la. 
France au sein de la Com- 
munaute europeenne et sa p>osi- 
tion en pointe en faveur d’un 
reglement du conflit israelo- 
arabe. Selon les observa teurs. la 
France peut joucr un role panicu-. 
licr dans le processus de paix en 
Sa qualitc de membre permanent 
du Conseil de securite des Nu- 
tions-Unies. ouverte sur les vues 
arabes, et pouvant influer a la fois 
sur Moscou et sur Washington. 
Dans son editorial du 14 decem- 
bre. le Jordan Times soulignait 
Timportancc paniculiere du dia- 
logue Paris-Amman: "Paris 
occupe une position paniculiere, 
sur Ie plan europeen comme sur 
le plan mondial, et ('utilise avec 
efficacite dans son aide a ia 
recherche d'une solution pacifi- 
que au Proche-Oriem; Amman 


aussi joue un role pivot dons la 
construction de d'une paix dur- 
able dgsiree par tous. C’est pour- 
quoi la visite de Leurs Mujestes 
en France est un voyage pour la 
paix au Proche-Orient'de meme 
qu’une nouvelle stimulation des 
relations franco-jordaniennes. 

Le Roi Hussein a declare mardi 
a pans que M. Yasser Arafat a 
"repond u a toutes les exigences 
des Etats-Unis". en acceptant la 
tenue d’une conference intema-. 
t ion ale sur la base des resolutions 
242 et 33S du Conseil de securite. 

Commenrant la reaction nega- 
tive de Washington au discours 
prononce par M. Arafat devanr 
i'Assemblee general? de I'ONU a 
Geneve, le Roi. qui intervenait 
sur la chaine de television fran- 
i^ise Antenne-2, a fait la declara- 
u'on suivante: "J'ai le regret de 
dire ciairement et franchemem 
que le president Arafat a r^pondu 
a chacune des exigences des 
Etats-Unis. Je sais ce qui etait 
attendu de l'OLP d'autant plus 
que je suis intervenu dans ie 
pass<S aupres des Etats-Unis pour 
le compte de l'OLP". 

Le monarque Hachemite 
faisait allusion aux demarches 
au'il avail ent reprises en lySb a la 
suite de la signature d'un accord 
de coordination politique entre (a 
jordanie et l'OLP. en vue de la 
constitution d'une delegation 
conjoint? jordano-palestinienne a 
deventuels pourparlers de paix. 

Le porte-parole du Depart- 
ment. M. Charles Redman, a 
estime mardi que le discours de 
M. Arafat, tout en contenant 
"certains developments interes- 
sants et positifs", etait rest? 
"ambigy”. (Avec AFP) 


Au meme momenta Geneve... 


Reunion d’un comite prepar- 
utoire a la conference de paix, 
tuteile proviso! re des Nations- 
Unies sur les territoires occu- 
pes, condanmation explicite du 
terrorisme: ie discours dc Yas- 
ser Arafat le 13 decembre a 
Geneve n’a pas convaincu Tel- 
Aviv et Washington, toujours 
insatisfaits sur la reconnaiss- 
ance d'lsraet par l'OLP et 
dubitatifs quant au rejet du 
terrorisme par la centrale 
palestinienne. 

Le president de l'OLP, Yas- 
ser Arafat, a presente mardi 13 
decembre, devant I’Assemblee 
generale des Nations-Unies. 
une initiative de paix, invitant 
les Israeliens a ie rejoindre a 
Geneve. "Faisons la paix, oub- 
lions la peur et Tiniimidation 
(...) Je demande aux dirigeants 
d’ Israel dc venir ici, sous 
1’egide des Nations-Unies. afin 
qu ’ensemble nous puissions 
construire la paix.” a declare le 
leader Palestinian. 


Yasser 
par le 


La main tendue de 
Arafat a ete decrite 
premier ministre israelien 
Ytzhak Shamir comme une 
"monumeniale iromperie.” 
L'OLP est une organisation 
"terroristc," a-t-il declare, qui 
ne vise qu’a la destruction d'ls- 
raet. 

A Washington, le porte- 
parole du Depanemenl d'Etat 
Charles Redman a declare: 
"Le discours contient certaines 
idees positives ct interessames. 
mais il demeure amhigu sur les 
problemcs-cles. qui doivent 
etre claircmcnt abordes pour 
que les Etats-Unis entament le 
dialogue avec l'OLP.” 
Washington pose les condi- 
tions suivantes: reconnaissance 
du droit d’Israel a cxister; re- 
noncialion au terrorisme; 
acceptation dcs resolutions 242 
el 338 des Nations-Unies, qui 
siipulent un le droit dc tous les 
Etars du Moven-Orienl de 
vivre avec des frontieres garan- 


ties et Ie retrait israelien des 
territoires occupes. "Lc dis- 
cours d' Arafat ne satisfait pas 
nos conditions," a conclu M. 
Redman. 

Void les passages du dis- 
cours de M. Arafat dans les- 
qucls il introduit son initiative 
de paix: 

"A cette etape. Ie role des 
Nations-Unies et des cinq 
membres permanents du Con- 
seil de Security, celui des blocs 
et des instances inlemationales 
est vital. Et e'est pouquoi, j'ai 
Thonneur (...) de vous presen- 
ter {'initiative de paix palesti- 
nienne suivante: 

1) Que de serieux efforts 
soicnr deployes pour reunir le 
comite preparatoire de la con- 
ference intemationale de paix 
au Moycn-Onent, sous I'cgide 
du Secretaire general des Na- 
tions-Unies. et ce sur la base 
de Tinitiative dcs deux presi- 
dents Gorhatchev et Mitter- 
rand. (...) initiative preludant 


a la tenue de la conference 
intemationale, qui est appuy^e 
par la lotaiite des Etats dans le 
monde, a Texception du 
gouvernement d'l&rael. 

2) Partam de notre foi en le 
role vital des Nations-Unites 
(...) nous reclamons une action 
visanl a mettre notre terre 
palestinienne occupee sous la 
tuteile momentan6e des Na- 
tions-Unies: que s’y deploient 
des forces intemarionales qui 
protegent notre peuple en 
meme temps qu'elles supervi- 
sent le retrait des troupes 
israelienncs. 

3) L’OLP recherche ra un 
reglement global avec les par- 
ties conccrnees au conflit ara- 
bao-israelien, y compris I’Etat 
de paJestinc, Israel et ses au- 
tres pays voisins dans le cadre 
de la conference intemationale 
de paix, sur la base des resolu- 
tions 242 et 338 du Conseil de 
Securite, de facon a garantir 
I’egalite et i'equilibre des i n- 


terets, et tout particulierement 
Ie droit de notre peuple a la 
liberie et l’independance 
nationale ainsi que le respect 
du droit de tous a exister dans 
la paix et la securite. 

Sur le terrorisme. M. Arafat 
a declare: 

“Cette position est claire et 
sans equivoque. En depit de 
cela. je reaffirme ici une fois 
encore, en tant que president 
de l'OLP. que je condamne le 
terrorisme sous toutes ses 
formes. Et je salue tous ceux 
que je vois face a moi dans 
cette saile, qui ont un jour ete 
accuses d’etre des terroristes 
par leurs bourreaux et leurs 
colonisateurs au cours des 
combats menes dans leurs pays 
pour les liberer du joug de la 
colonisation: ce sont aujour- 
d’hui des dirigeants invest is de 
1a con fiance de leurs peuples et 
de fid&les et sinceres partisans 
des principes et des valeurs de 
la jusrice et de la liberte.” 


Le secret de leur construction decouvert? 


Pyr amides: histoire d’eau 


Le secret des pyramides d’E- 
gypte est avant tout celui de 
leur construction: Manuel 
Minguez, ingenieur frangais, a 
rgeemment decouvert un sys- 
teme de flottage par ecluses, 
qu'il a lui-meme experiments. 


Avec 146 m, Keops, la Grande 
Pyramide, construite il y a 47 
sieclcs, fui pendant 4.000 ans le 
plus haul monument erige* par 
j’homme. Pour nous faire une 
idee de la masse de pierre qu’eiie 
represente, nous pouvons repren- 
dre — en le corrigeanl — un 
calcul fait par Napoleon: avec 
elle. on pourrait entourer le terri- 
toire de ia France metropolituine 
d'un mur de 1 ,50 m de hauteur et 
de 30 cm d'epaisseur. 

A Tepoquc de la construction 
de Keops. les Egyptiens ignor- 
aient 1'usage de la roue; les seuls 
m£taux qu'ils connaissaient — 
mis a pan les precicux — etaient 
le cuivre et le plomb; quant aux 
elements techniques de man- 
ipulation er de levage, ils ne 
disposaient guerc que du plan 
incline et du levier. Comment 
purcnt-ils extraire, transponer 
sur plusieurs cenraines de 
kilometres et manipuler avec la 
plus grande precision les 
2.300.000 blocs dc pierre de ia 
Grande Pyramide, pesant chacun 
entre 1,5 et 15 tonnes? Ou tailler. 
transporter et insraller. quelques 
siedes plus tard, des obelisques 
monolithiques de centimes de 
tonnes, comme ceux de Karnak? 

La plupan des egyptologues 
sup pose ni que blocs et obelisques 
fluent transport's par bateu au 
long du Nil depuis les carrieres 
jusqu’a un port proche du chan- 
tier, et de la jusqu'a ce dernier 
sur des traneaux de bois tires par 
des dizaines d’hommes lc long 
des rampes humectces ou huiiees 
pour faciliter le glissement des 
patins: cette hypothese s'appuie 
principalement sur des images 
peintes dans des tombes 
anciennes. 



solide immerge) et un consider- 
able gain de stabilite. le bloc de 
pierre faisant office de quille. 

Au fit de I£au 


Le sy. slirme d 'ecluses qui permellait d'acheminer par portage les 
blocs de pierre 


hypotheses les plus diverses: cer- 
tains ont attribue gratuitement 
aux constructeu'rs l'invention 
d'invraisemblables appareiLs dont 
on voit mal, d'ailleurs, a quoi ils 
auraieni pu servir; d'autres, ne 
craignant pas de commettre un 
anachronism? flagrant, ont sup-, 
pose 1' usage de complexes 
agencements de muchines 
(poulics, treuils, cabestans. etc.) 
dont 1’existence n’est attestee qu’a 
des Cpoques beaucoup plus tar- 
dives: sans parler de ceux qui, en 
desepoir de ctiu.se, ont invoqu? Ia 
levitation ou 1’intervention d’e- 


Mystere 

En revanche, pour expliquer lc 
levage et la manipulation des 
blocs de piene el la mise en place 
des obelisques, on a formula les 


xlra-terrestres. 

II y a quelques annees. Manuel 
Minguez. lechnicicn du g^ni? 
civil, participant a des travaux 
d'amenagemcni du cours dc la 
Moselle, dui resoudr? un prob- 
I^me: transponer sur quelque 300 
metres une barge de 50 tonnes. 
Feru U'archeolugie, il songea il sc 
servir dcs methodcs attribuces 
aux Egyptians, ameliortes par 
1’emploi de technique modemes. 
Au moycn dc deux grues, il hissa 
la charge sur un (raineau m6talli- 
que fabriqu£ ad hoc Cl tir6 par 
deux tracteurs developpant une 
puissance dc bOO chevaux. Echec 
total: les chenilles patinaient et 
les cables J'acier s’effilochaient, 
M. Minguez eut alors recours a 
une autre mc?thode "avalisee" par 


les egyptologues. Le traineau fut 
hissf sur dcs rondins. Au bout de 
quelques metres, ceux-ci se mi- 
rent en travers... II fallut huit 
jours pour parcourir 300 metres; 
"La preuve £lait faite qu'avec ou 
sans rondins, la technique du 
traineau n*£tait nullement adap- 
tee a la realisation de iravaux 
d'envergure." 

Mais alors, comment les batis- 
seurs egyptiens avaient-ils pro- 
cede? Pendant des annees, 
Manuel Minguez chercha — et 
finit par trouver — une reponse, 
fondee sur I'exp^rimentarion et 
sur la lecture attentive des textes 
anciens. Il l’a developp^e dans 
deux livres passionnants: Les 
pyramide s d'tZgypie et 
Des pyramides aux obelisques. 

Selon lui, les blocs (comme 
plus tard les obelisques) furent 
transporics depuis les carrieres 
jusqu'au port amenage il proxi mi- 
te des chantiers non pas sur des 
barques (compte tenu de la capa- 
city reduite et de l'inst3bility due 
a Tabsence de quille dans les 
embarcations ygyptiennes de 
I'lpoque, celles-ci auraient cha- 
vire), mais accroches sous elles k 
Taide de cordes. Cette technique 
prysentait un double avaniage: 
Tallegcment du poids grace 5 la 
poussfie d'Archimede (force 
ascendame s'exer^ant sur tout 


Pour permettre aux bateaux de 
transponer leur charge jusqu'au 
chantier. les Egyptiens auraient 
amenage un syst&me d’ycluses, 
veritable "escalier hydra ulique", 
constru it it Taide de de gabions en 
osier remplis de pierraille et de 
glaise. Enfin, la creation d’un lac 
artificiel sur 1'emplacement 
meme de la pyramide permeitaii 
de manoeuvrer aisement les pier- 
res, avec leurs flotteurs, jusqu’a 
la mise en place definitive. (L'in- 
stallation des obelisques s’expli- 
querait par des proc^des ana- 
logues). 

Les theses de Manuel Minguez 
ne sont pas seulement originates, 
ingen ieuses et coheremes. Leur 
plausibilite technique est etay£e 

— ce qui n’esf pas toujours le cas 

— par des arguments chiffr^s a 
base exp^rimentale. Les con- 
structions dont on a trouve des 
vestiges au voisinage de chaque 
pyramide len particular un “tem- 
ple bas" et une “chauss€e proces- 
sionnelle" le reliant au monu- 
ment principal), auxquelles on 
atiribue habitudlemcnt un r61e 
purement rituel, re^oivent par la 
une justification pratique (le pre- 
mier correspondent & 1’ensemble 
portuaire et la seconde au canal a 
ecluses). Enfin. certains textes 
d'auteurs anciens tels qu’H6ro- 
dote ou Diodore concemant les 
pyramides ainsi qu’un c£l&bre 
papyrus, ten us jusqui’ici pour 
obscurs, deviennent transparents 
a la lumi^re de ces hypotheses. - 

Manuel Minguez est persuade 
que sa theorie peut rendre egale- 
menr compte de Flection 
d’autres monuments du passe 
dans le monde enrier, depuis les 
ynormes statues de Tile de Pa- 
ques jusqu'aux megalithes de 
I’Europe de I'Ouest, en passant 
par des constructions precolom- 
biennes comme celles de Sac- 
sahuman (Perou) et de Palenque 
(Mexique). II prepare a present 
un volume consacre aux m£ga- 
tithes de Stonehenge 
(Angleterre). 


Luis Felipe Career (CP) 


Armenie: 
serie noire 


Pres de 60.000 personnes ont 
trouve la mort suite au tre in ble- 
nt ent de terre qui a secoue le 8 
decembre la rfepublique sovieti- 
que d'Axm^nie (6.9 sur Techel- 
le de Richter), ray ant complete- 
ment de la carte la ville de 
Spitak, dont 70% des 55.000 
habitants sont raorts. 

La region etait d6ja depuis 
plusieurs mois le theatre de 
sanglants alTrontements entre 
nationallstes armeniens et 
Azerbaidjanais, qui avaient fait 
au moins 60 morts depuis le 
d£bui de Tann6e. Devant Tam- 
pleur de la catastrophe (le 
slisme de Mexico, en 1985. 
avail fait 5.000 morts “seule- 
ment"), Michael Gorbalcbev a 
€court£ sa visite officielle aux 
Etats-Unis pour venir reconfor- 
ter les sinistres. Ils sont un- 
demi million de sans-abris et on 
compte 13.000 blesses. 

Sans compter les victim es qui se 
trouve nt encore sous les decom- 
bres. Sur les 18.500 personnes 
d£gag£es dans les cinq jours 
suivant le tremblemenl de ter- 
re, 5.400 etaient encore 
viv antes (a Mexico, on avait 
retrouv^e des vivants sous les 
gravats 13 jours apres le 
s£isme). 

La communaute Interna- 
tionale s’est mobilisee pour en- 
voyer des secours. Un avion de 
medicaments a notamment ete 
afTr^y par la Jordanie, qui 
compte une communaute arme- 
nienne de 3.000 personnes. 

Mais comme si un malheur 
n’arrivait jamais seul, deux 
avions de secours se sont ?cra- 
ses a raterrissage en raison du 
mauvais temps, ajoutant 86 
morts a la liste noire, 

(Void une liste des tremble- 
ments de terre les plus meur- 
triers du siecle: Chine 1976. 
242.000 morts; 
morts; 
morts; 
morts: 
morts. 
morts. 
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70.000 morts; 

67.000 morts. Avec son biian 
actuel, le seisme armenien ar- 
rive en neuvieme position ) 


FIGURE 


In vitro a Amman 



Dr. Zeid Kilani: un pionnier 


Lc Dr. Zeid Keilani dirige le 
Centre jordanien pour le traite- 
ment de la sterilite. pionnier de la 
fecundation “in vitro" dans le 
Royaume. Sa clinique, qui em- 
ploie aujourd’hui six medians et 
quutre biologistes. effectue 300 
operations par an. dont la moitie 
sur des patients venus de 1'et- 
ranger. 

Le reve a germe dans Cespric 
du Dr. Keilani en 1978. Il se 
trouvait en Angleterre lorsque 
Louise Brown, le tout premier 
"bebe-eprouvette. est ne k Lon- 
dres. Des 1982. il dirigcait a 
Amman la premierere equipw du 
Moyen-Orient .specialise? dans ia 
fecondation “in vitro". 

vCela n’a pas et? facile au 
debut; nous avons du faire face a 
des difficultes materielles — 
notamment Tincendie qui a en- 
tierement ravage notre premiere 
clinique — et gagner la con fiance 
dc nos patients", se souvient Ie 
Dr. Keilani. Les premiers resul- 
tats n’etaient du reste guere prob- 
ants: 0% de reussite pendant ia 
premiere annee. Aujourd' hui. il 
atteint 31%, le meme que celui 
observe dans tous les bo ns cen- 
tres du monde. 

La method? consist? a extraire 
Tovule de I’uterus de la m£re et a 
le mettre en presence de sperma- 
tozoides provenant du pere (on 
ne pratique pas en Jordanie le 
don anonyme). Si la fecondation 
"prend” (31% des cas), I’oeuf est 
insemine dans Tuterus'de la mere 
48 heures plus tard. La grossesse 


s? deroule ensuite de la fagon la 
plus classique. 

Selon !e Dr. Keilani. les tabous 
moraux qui eniourent le sujet des 
"bebes eprouvettes" sent encore 
nombreuv en Jordanie. Les pa- 
tients ont sunout peur d'une con- 
fusion sur Tidemite du pere ou de 
la meie au moment de ['insemina- 
tion. sans parler de la bonte 
souvem associee a la sierilire du 
couple. 

"Nous somme conscients de 
Texistence de ces prejuges. Cest 
pour cela que nous insistons tout 
particulierement sur le respect du 
secret professionnel", dit le Dr. 
Keilani. "Nous deconseillons 
meme au couple de reveler plus 
tard la verity a Tenfam ou a son 
entourage scolaire. social et pro- 
fessionnel. On evtie ainsi que son 
componemenr er ses capacites ne 
soient associes a la fa^on dont il a 
etc conqu. 

La rapidiie de Toperation de 
fecondation in vitro et des analy- 
ses nccessaires en assurent la 
discretion. "La patiente pourrait 
aussi bien avoir un rendez-vous 
chez le dentiste. De plus, les 
. nouvelles techniques d'extraction 
de Tovule ne necessitent plus 
d'an6sth6sie g6n6rale ni d'hospi- 

lalisation”. souligne le Dr. 
Keilani. 

Quant au cout de reparation, il 
est de 300 dinajrs au premier 
essai, puis degressif pour les 
suivants (le Seme coute 100 di- 
nars. le 6eme est gratuit). 

Marina Lyon 


S0RTIR 


“HHH”: 500 courses 



"On, on" dans le cirque... de Petra 


Ca donne soif. Le HHH (Hash House Harriers) * d" Amman 
went de feter dignement son 500eme cross en courant a Aqaba 
puis Petra. Deux jours de suite, faut-il preriser en imaginant les 
quantites de biere nccessaires a la rehydratation penmanenie de 
ces 150 sportifs temeraires. Ils etaient accounts de Syrie. d'lrak. 
d’Arabie Saoudite et meme des bmmes anglo-eccosaises pour 
paniciper, aux rejouissances. 

Arrives a I’hdtel d 'Aqaba, beaucoup furent plus prompts a 
trouver le bar que leur chambre. Biere pour tout le monde. Moins 
spontane fut en revanche leur pesant depart pour courir sur la 
plage. Nous n'avons pas plus d'informations sur cet episode... La 
soiree, par contre. a luissedes souvenirs: il s'agissait d'uo 
spectacle de fort bon gout, intitule "Dyna Rod and the Sup^ 
rentes" (Dyna Rod est une marque de desinfectant w.c.) et 
inie/prete avec maestria par trois hommes du Hash ires jolimenti, 
travesris. Ideal pour les feies de fin d'annye. \ 

La tete bien lourde. on s'en fui le lendemain courir a Pelra, que 
personne ne s’etonna de voir rose. En petites foulees. le parcours 
debutait i 1'en tree du Siq (canyon) et s'achevait au monastere due 
Deir... II etait done plus prudent de faire discr&tement demi-tour 
vers Thole 1 pour une petite Amstel bien meritee. Une 500eme 
memorable, done, mais deux questions demeurent toujours sans 
reponse: apres quoi courent-i!s? Combien de temps cela va-t-il 
encore durer? 


Avec les calomnies de Nick Buxcey 


* Secte ammaniie d ‘obedience anglo-saxone avec des filieres dans 
de nombreux pays, sauf le Greenland. Aciivite: courir puis se 
rafraichir. ou plutot courir pour se rafraichir. La tradition 
remonte a I'armee des Indes. 


A L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 


Cing-club 


L’annee derniere a 
Marienbad 


D'Alain Resnais, avee Dclphine 
Seyrig (1963): dans un chateau de 
Boheme, dcs hommes ei dcs femmes 
menent une existence feutrye. jus- 
qu'au jour ou... 

CCF, hmdi 19 d 20hD9 (en frau^ais. sous- 
tirrt en arabe) 


Un Americain h Paris 


De Vincent? Mindli. avec Gene Kel- 
ly. Leslie Caron. Georges Gucrary: 
comedie musical? de Georg? Ger- 
shwin. Un Gi rcste a Paris apris la 
guene et devjcni artbie-peintre II 
tombe amoureux d’une jeune fille 
tiyja promise... 


(Stances respecttvemeni A 13600. 15600, 
17600, 19600. 20630) Le 15: SUnnan. 
Kuuffor Oassem. Gallipoli. Against ail 
odds. Iron weed. Le 16: Flash dance. The 
chi-mbl. Muna Braun marriage. Dawn of 
the Mummy, history of the world. Le 17: 
Caty curse. Maximal overdrive. Thriller, 
Phoenix. You can't win them all. Le 18: 
The vampire lovers. Touch of class. Rebec- 
ca. Quest for fire. Royal flush. Le 19: 
Three days of the condor. Thirty nine 
steps. Face of fear. An American warcwoN 
m London, Marsian chronical. Lc 20: 
Shock waves, Popeye, Time rider. Cany 
on Clco. Oklahoma Crude. Le 21: Passage 
to India, Full circle. For a new more 
dollars. Shark y machine. Possession. 


Films m version originate. Tel: 603901. 
Route de 1'iinlverslti, a droit e aprts le 
bfitiment 1 ‘Caterpillar'', puis lere i gauche, 
300m. 


Centre americain, jendi lSetdlraanefae 18 A 
I9h00 fen angtalsl 


TELEVISION 


Francesca 


Dc Vereua Rudolph 11986): Frances- 
ca. enfant de la rue. est recucillie par 
une comlcsse ct mise dans un monas- 
tic deviendra une star, puis 
membre de la mafia italienne. 


Goethe Institux, subhH 17 6 20600 (ni 
Alkmand, sons-titr£ en angUisI 


‘•On a retrouvi la 7ime compag 
de Robert Lamoureux. avec 
Lefebvre ei Pierre Monday: 19' 
debacle personnel!? de quatre 
wires. Grace k une dypanneu 
chare prise ii Tennemi, ils parvie; 
a faire yvader leur compagnie. 
que faire, sans armes, dans un 
bois encerciy par les Allem; 
IJTV. vendredi 16 a I7h30). 
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Jordan’s hearing impaired 
get their driving licenses 


By Rania Atalla 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


sign of bearing 
on tbe car 


AMMAN — At long last, and 
after protracted efforts, the 
first batch of Jordanians who 
are hearing impaired have 
managed to get their driving 
licenses. The obstacle they had 
been facing was not so much 
related to their ability to drive, 
but rather to the law allowing, 
or rather preventing, them 
from obtaining licenses. That 
law was ammended in October 
of this year in order to allow 
'them to practice what they 
consider a basic right. 

Before it was amended, 
the applied law which was 
issued in 1976. stated that any 
partially hearing impaired per- 
son applying for a license had 
to be able to hear “a whisper 
from a distance of one metre 
away." Successful candidates 
would be granted a driver's 
license valid only for two years 
whereas normally licenses are 
valid for ten years. 

Now that the amendment to 
the law has been passed, a 
partially o*r totally, hearing im- 
paired person can obtain a 
driving license (for private, 
non -commercial use only) pro- 
vided he or she displays the 


international 
impairment 
bumper. 

Last week, eight totally 
bearing impaired persons pre- 
sented themselves for their 
driving tests. Six of them made 
it and are now in possession of 
their own driving licenses. 

“This is a very big step for 
us," said Sabri, one of the 
successful candidates, in refer- 
ence to the deaf community in 
Jordan. “Being perceived (by 
law) as an equal to any other 
bearing person is something we 
have been after for a long 
time.” 

But, the young carpenter 
added, “we have still not taken 
all our rights, and we continue 
to insist that the feet that we 
cannot bear does not mean we 
cannot do certain jobs." 

Husain, like many other 
hearing impaired Jordanians, 
believes that other difficulties 
will have to be dealt with be- 
fore members of the deaf com- 
munity in Jordan are treated as 
fully equal. 

A major issue, in his opin- 
ion, is that of employment. 
Many employers look at hear- 
ing impairment as a physical 
handicap, a matter which 
stands in their way of obtaining 


jobs which they believe they 
are perfectly capable of doing. 

“Health wise we are perfect- 
ly fit for many of the jobs 
offered, but usually, job 
announcements state that pas- 
sing the medical test is a ne- 
cessity," he said. "People 
should know that a hearing 
impairment is not a handicap." 

Though they may still have a 
long way ro go in obtaining 
felly equal status with other 
citizens, members of the deaf 
community in Jordan have, for 
the time being, scored some 
“victories." As of Jan. 5, Jor- 
dan television will be running a 
weekly news programme for 
the deaf. Reading — or “sign- 
ing" the news — will be a sign 
language expert, who, inciden- 
tally. happens to be Sabri’s 
sister. Hind. 


She has been training in pre- 
paration for the programme 
along with the news editor at 
JTV. She will be deciding 
which news items are of mosr. 
concern ro members of the 
deaf community and those 
which can be easily understood 
by them, for the highest educa- 
tional level that any deaf per- 
son in Jordan can reach is sixth 
grade. 


Question from 1 988: 


Is shroud of Turin a fake? 
Are freed whales alive? 


By BUI Cormier 

The Associated Press' 


NEW YORK — As 1988 ends, 
many questions remain un- 
answered: 


— What caused the death in an 
air crash of Pakistan President 
Zia U1 Haq? 

— What is the truth about the 
shroud of Turin? 

— Who were the mysterious 
hijackers of a Kuwaiti plane, and 
tbe commandos who attacked a 
Greek cruise ship? 

— Who bombed the motorcade 
of U.S. Secretary George Shultz 
in Bolivia? 

— After a difficult, expensive 
and highly publicised effort to 
free two whales trapped in the 
Alaskan ice, did the whales ever 
make It safely to open water? 

These are some of the myster- 
ies that 1988 leaves behind: 


downtown La Paz, Bolivia, from 
a nearby airport. The blast tore 
up pavement, damaged three cars 
and blew out the car window next 
to Shultz’s wife. No one was hurt. 

Bolivian investigators said they 
believe a radical leftist group, the 
Simon Bolivar Commando, was 
involved. Little is known about 
the group, which claimed respon- 
sibility for targeting Shultz during 
his 10-day Latin American tour. 
The State Department was inves- 
tigating the attack but said it 
would not release its findings. 


The Zia crash 


The Kuwait hijacking 


A Kuwaiti Airlines Jumbo Jet 
with 112 passengers and crew was 
hijacked April 5 on a flight from 
Thailand to Kuwait and reroured 
to Iran and Cyprus. Two 
Kuwaitis were killed before the 
last hostages were freed in Alger- 
ia at the end of their 16-day 
ordeal. 

Western intelligence sources 
said the nine hijackers were be- 
lieved to be pro-Lranians of the 
Lebanon-based Hezbollah, or 
Party of God. But the identities 
of the hijackers were never re- 
vealed. 

One published report said the 
hijackers — believed to be 
Lebanese with the exception of 
one Iranian — flew from Algeria 
to Syria and later reached Leba- 
non by land. There was no inde- 
pendent confirmation, but one 
diplomat, insisting on anonymity, 
said, “the men are believed to 
have gone underground with 
Hezbollah in a largely Shiite part 
of west Beirut where their trail is 
easilv lost.” 


A Pakistani military plane 
crashed just after takeoff Aug. 17 
near Bahawalpujr, Pakistan, and 
killed President Zia Ul Haq. U.S. 
Ambassador Arnold Raphel and 
28 others. A Pakistani report 
shed little light on who may have 
been responsible for what investi- 
gators concluded was probably an 
act of sabotage. 

The report ruled out accidental 
technical failure aboard the stur- 
dy C-130 transport, and said in- 
vestigators found no evidence of 
an anti-aircraft missile or a 
powerful bomb. But investigators 
discovered residues of chemicals 
that could be used in an explosive 
strong enough to cause a technic- 
al malfunction. If there was 
sabotage, suspects included 
agents of Afghanistan, angered 
by Zia's support for Islamic re- 
bels fighting the Soviet-backed 
Kabul government: Pakistani 
ethnic or religious minorities: or 
agents of India, which has fought 
three wars with Pakistan. The 
Soviet Union and India have de- 
nied .any involvement. 

Some published reports sug- 
gested that if the Soviet Union or 
Afghanistan is implicated, neith- 
er Washington nor Islamabad will 
want to make public charges in 
order to avoid a confrontation. 


Science heightened the mystery 
around of the shroud of Turin on 
Oct. 13 when Archbishop of 
Turin announced that according 
to lab tests, the cloth is no more 
than 728 years old and cannot be 
the burial cloth of Christ. 

• The linen strip measures 14- 
feet-3-inches by 3-foot-7-inches 
and bears the faded image of a 
scourged and crucified man — 
somewhat like a photographic 
negative. 

Scientists say they have deter- 
mined the shroud was not the 
product of an artist, but do not 
know how the haunting image 
was made. Believers that the 
shroud was Christ’s burial cloth 
had credited a sudden blaze of 
light, fitting Biblical accounts of 
the resurrection. Others suspect 
radiation, or an unexplained che- 
mical reaction between body 
secretions and the cloth. 

Turin’s Roman Catholic 
Archbishop, Anastasio Bales- 
trero. says carbon-14 tests on tiny 
samples date the cloth to between 
1260 and 1390. While critics are 
now quick to brand the linen a 
medieval fake, the church says 
the doth continues to be a vener- 
ated symbol of faith, and the 
mystery of its origin remains. 



Mahfouz searches 


for new characters 


By Jeffrey Bartholet 

Reuter 


Naguib Mahfouz, is worried that he cannot find any new 
characters to populate his new novel be is writing. 


CAIRO — Naguib Mahfouz sits 
by a window in a dark cafe, 
sipping Turkish coffee, watching 
Cairo stir to life in Revolution 
Square. 

But the 1988 Nobel laureate for 
literature, author of more than 40 
novels and short story collections, 
cannot find enough characters for 
a new book in the crowd churning 
outside. 

“It seems to me very difficult to 
write a novel about our current 
situation," he says. “I wrote ab- 
out Egypt when it was young and 
I was able to be provocative. Now 
corruption is a part of everyday 
life. 

“When you read the newspap- 
ers, you have no reason to read a 
novel.’* 

Mahfouz, the son of a mer- 
chant from Cairo's old city, has 
probed the remote corners and 
colourful alleyways of Egyptian 
sodety for more than half a cen- 
tury. 

He charted the Egyptian 


Genius myth is debunked 


PSYCHOLOGISTS have at last 
discredited the old myth that 
genius is always inherited. 

High intelligence and intellec- 
tual accomplishment have been 
linked in traditional psychology 
with heredity. However, new re- 
search makes nonsense of that 
theory. 

Doubts about the old myth 
were expressed decades ago. 

In the Unired States 1.500 chil- 
dren of high intelligence were 
studied over many years. With 
IQs (intelligence quotients) of 
135 or more! they should all have 
had outstanding careers, and 
many did. Yet a significant num- 
ber fell short of expectations, 
failing to make fell use of their 
felents in later life. 

Surveys since then have 
shown similar returns. The plain 
truth is that scholastic achieve- 
ment and career performance are 
quite separate roads. 

Wolfgang Schneider, of the 
Max Planck Psychological Re- 
search Institute in West Ger- 
many, now believes that human 
attainment results from motiva- 
tion as well as inherited intelli- 
gence. 

Tomorrow’s geniuses may 
emerge from children who are 
not only talented but whose moti- 
vational forces — stamina, com- 
mitment and determination to 
succeed — have been fully en- 
couraged. 

The effect of motivation has 
been seen in a study of the lives of 
more than 60 eminent scientists. 
Not all of them were outstanding- 
ly clever children. And not all 
were expected to become scien- 
tific geniuses when they grew up. 

Their accomplishments were 


the result of chance events that 
caused them to dedicate their 
lives to scientific research. Enthu- 
siasm and persistence, as well as 
intellect, were the key factors in 
their career performances. 

Tbe study of the careers of the 
scientists revealed another impor- 
tant factor: their zeal led to the 
acquisition of much specialised 
knowledge within a short time. 
This unquenchable thirst for 
knowledge was a product of the 
scientists' dedication to their 
chosen fields. 

With such knowledge, special- 
ists not only in science but also in 
many other spheres are masters 


of their craft, capable of extraor- 
dinary feats. 

An example of the result of 
intense specialisation is seen in 
the performance of chess grand- 
masters. Despite the mystique of 
chess at this level, and the popu- 
lar conception of a chess master 
having a superhuman brain, the 
real secret is a feat of memory 
rather than ability to formulate 
complex strategies. 

Studies show that grandmasters 
can make a mental note of board 
positions in seconds, and draw on 
a bank of about 50,000 positions 
to make appropriate moves. 
— Lion features. 


psyche through World War II, 
the 1952 Revolution that ended 
the monarchy, four more wars, 
peace with Israel and the assas- 
sination of President Anwar 
Sadat on October 6, 1981. 

In an interview at the Ali Baba 
Cafe, where he spends each 
moming reading the daily papers, 
he likened today’s Egypt to a 
group of drowning men, strug- 
gling to reach the surface. 

When President Hosni Mubar- 
ak came to power in 1981, 
Mahfouz said, the men were 30 
metres under water. 

“He pushed them up 20 
metres, but there are still 10 
metres to go.” 

“Any opponent can tell the 
people, ‘this is nonsense, where is 
this air you are supposed to be 
breathing?' ” he said. “If all the 
Egyptian people do not under- 
stand Mubarak, they will fall in 
unsafe hands.” 

Outside the cafe. Revolution 
Square has undergone a facelift. 
The buildings are painted, ftesh 
grass grows in the centre and a 
new subway runs underneath. 

But people hanging from buses 
and dodging traffic grumble ab- 
out rising prices and poor wages. 
Egypt. S43 billion in debt, im- 
ports most of its food and does 
not produce enough to pay the 
bills. 

Extremists, influential among 
Egypt’s young, woriy Mahfouz. 
But the characters in his land- 
scape are drawn in ambiguous 
shades. 

He admires the zealots' sense 
of moral conviction, particularly 
when compared with Egypt's os- 
tentatious new class of dealers 
and middlemen. 

“Islam, as I understand it, is 
not harmful to our contemporary 
life. Among its main principle's 
are those which support science, 
civilisation, equality between 
people and human rights.” he 


said. 

“The extremists have tbe most 
conviction, but in tbe wrong 
way,” he added. 

Mahfouz wrote all his books at 
home with a pen or penal and 
flinches at the mere mention of a 
typewriter. 

His face, which now adorns an 
Egyptian postage stamp, is thin 
and slightly stubbled, but quid: to 
smile. Dark glasses protect his 
eyes, too weary to read fine print, 
and his hearing is poor. 

The Nobel prize ceremony was 
held in Stockholm on Decem- 
ber 11, Mahfouz’s 77th birthday. 
But because of health problems, 
including diabetes, he was not 
there. 

In his place, his daughters Om 
Kaithoum and Fatima received 
the prize, the first awarded to a 
writer in Arabic. 

Mahfouz has- rarely travelled 
outside Egypt. 

Some of his best-known novels 
are set in the poor and crowded 
neighbourhoods of Cairo's old 
city. In dingy cafes and apartment 
blocks, the lives of Egypt’s vast 
lower class have been plumbed by 
Mahfouz. 

The poverty Mahfouz recorded 
40 years ago, when one of his 
characters maimed people to 
make them more successful beg- 
gars, has mostly gone, he. said. 

“Their financial situation has 
improved and their materialistic 
values are competing with their 
spiritual values,” he said of the 
lower class. 

“Then they were very poor, 
they wanted money to live,” he 
added. “But now it's different, 
they want money just to be 
wealthy.” 

Egypt’s middle class of public 
sector employees is feeling tbe 
economic pinch today, Mahfouz 
said, because of their dependence 
on fixed wages during a period of 
high inflation. 
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Harvard curbs smoking 


By Arlene Levinson 


CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts 
(AP) — When smoking profes- 
sors returned to their offices two 
years ago for the fall semester at 
Harvard’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, they disc- 
overed they had become over- 
night victims of a coup d’ashtray. 

The school’s own Institute for 
the Study of Smoking Behaviour 
and Policy had struck. 

Those who chose to puff away 
inside the buildings now were 
forced to retreat to a small room, 
a smoker’s purgatory with glass 
walls and hard chairs. 

The small, wiry man behind it 
all. Professor Thomas Schelling, 
himself a reformed smoker, was 
remorseful about the smoking 
section. But not for long. 

“I thought it was cruel and 
unusual punishment, but a stu- 


dent said. Don’t be hasty. Be- 
cause of it I gave up smoking and 
so did my mend." 

Everyone knows smoking 
tobacco is unhealthy. But the way 
in which a habit once considered 
sophisticated was transformed 
into a taboo is the kind of social 
change Schelling, as director of 
the Smoking Institute, wants to 
understand and harness. 

. Schelling’s mission? “! want to 
help smokers,” he says. By this 
he means persuading the 55 mil- 
lion American smokers to stop. 

"The original emphasis was on 
what can we find out about the 
problem of quitting that will help 
people quit when they want to,” 
says the 67-year-old economist 
and self-taught behaviourist. 
“Now we're focusing more on 
policy issues.” 

While other research groups 
examine the health effects of 


smoking. Harvard's is thought to 
be the only one considering the 
deeper meaning of the habit. 

“There isn't anything like it 
anywhere else in the world," says 
Dr. Elena Nightingale, adviser to 
the Carnegie Foundation of New 
York, a major institute sponsor. 

Since it opened four years ago, 
this small, obscure research cen- 
tre at Harvard University already 
has reached into more distant 
halls than the smoke-free ones 
under its roof. 

Operating as a continuing 
forum, the institute hosts a study 
group of 20 to 40 interested pro- 
fessionals in the health, govern- 
ment and psychological fields 
who meet monthly to discuss and 
exchange the latest research. 

In addition, at any given time 
some., 15 assorted physicians, 
psychiatrists, students of govern- 
ment policy, health workers. 


sociologists and the like attached 
to the institute conduct indepen- 
dent research. This could be any- 
thing from writing a social history 
of smoking to studied on the 
effectiveness of hypnosis 1 in 
breaking tobacco addiction. 

The purpose of the institute, on 
an annual budget of $600,000, is 
to prompt outside research .and 
then disseminate the results. In 
the words of Executive Director 
John Pinney, a former three-, 
pack-a-day smoker and one-time 
chief of the federal office of 
Smoking and Health : “We set 
out to be a convenor and stimu- 
lator.” 

According to institute figures, 
there has been a steady decline in 
smoking since the 1950s. In 1949, 
44 per cent of adults smoked. In 
1986, the latest available figures, 
the proportion of adult smokers 
was 26.5 per cent. 
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The whales 


The cruise ship attack 


On July 1 1 . terrorists fired guns 
and hurled grenades aboard the 
Greek cruise ship Gry of Poros, 
killing nine people and injuring 
98 other passengers returning 
from a day-long cruise on the 
Aegean Sea. 

The United States claimed that 
the Palestinian group Abu Nidal 
probably waged the attack, but 
the organisation denied responsi- 
bility. 

Anonymous callers claimed re- 
sponsibility for a variety of other 
groups, including a Jewish group. 


The Shultz attack 


Shultz escaped unharmed Aug. 
8 when a bomb exploded near his 
motorcade as he travelled to 


On Oct. 7, a hunter off Point 
Barrow, Alaska, discovered three 
California gray whales trapped by 
early Arctic ice. In an expensive 
international operation, eskimos 
cut breathing holes for the whales 
with chain saws, and two Soviet 
icebreakers cleared a channel for 
the whales to start their trip back 
to open water. One of the whales 
apparently died in the process. 

The weary survivors faced a 
swim to the open sea of 200 
ice-clogged miles. Rescuers hope 
the pair successfully joined 

21.000 fellow grays migrating 

5.000 miles to warmer waters off 
Mexico, but the whales haven’t 
been seen again and are unlikely 
to be spotted. Hope is high for 
their survival, however. 

“They had the will to live,” 
says rescue coordinator Ron 
Moms. "They should make it." 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IslG'Z * Jabal Amman. near 
An!:-, \ ah Gtf!$ School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Teh 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine rn Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pol is available 

Take away a vaflaJMe 

Open dailv 12:00*15-30 
1S:()0- 23:30 


Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

< Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel; 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -2:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight / 






CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURiSMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Soon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 


Location : Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akitah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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iautaxf 
FIRST CLASS INDIAN - 

MITWRiOT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -Tl .30 pm 
After the Holiday Nn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520 


The First Class Hotel in Amman 
that has a Kitchenette in 


every room.., 


DAROTEIi 
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Amman - Tei. 668193 * P.O. Box 9403 -.Fax 602434 ' 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO . * ' 


ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


44- 


Jbsjjibnii! ulo c (9aJLS 

Amman International Hotel 
Discover the unexpected plea- 
sures of the Amman Interna- 
tional Hotel. Intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with live 
music. A VIP restaurant sew- 
ing international cuisine, excit- 
ing and minlern. swimming 
p\.Kil. all just ten minutes away 
from the city center. 

For reservation please 
phone 841712/13/14 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Ago n/s ali ovor We worttj 

Tei: 664090.660852 

Tlx: 22205 8ESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 92648? 
AMMAN JORDAN 


For all vour: 


Packing, . 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service. 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs. 


please call: 

AMIS KAWAR & SONS if 


Abdel H.tmiJ Sh.ir.il Street 
Shmeijkim 
P.O. Box 7Nki - 
Amman. Jordan 

Tel. filWftW 
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World News 

Bonn unhappy over 
German ‘impatience’ 


re mi s: 


WUERZBURG, Wesi Germany 
(R) — West Germans are losing 


but u ^ lt of ^ nee<i ! ° keep the 
dri^j 1,1 it, ^ North Atlantic Treaty Orcanisa 

UU Cd. /NJATrit clmn« ;_ w iLa.' 

*fr>te 




[ion 
erowmg 


(NATO) strong in their 
impatience for more 


i? &-Wcs( arms cuts. Defence 

cnj er e Minister Rupert Scholz said 


^ich 


N miin « 

. Wednesday. 


■ Kty Scholz. in a speech to West 
t‘« rman armed forces chiefs. 
u bb|ejTv.. touched an the growing public 
apposition to NATO activities in 


^bbiej 

gia^ r _ rr . 

ar y to rtJ?S West Germany, including flight 
P n g is training that has led to "several 
P r *2e tw? f crashes in populated areas this 
fkholn, V® 6, year. 

fchtt's 77? t "Our people are ever more 
of health ,l?1 - impatiently expecting concrete 
3bet ts disarmament steps. Simul- 

' ^ ». taneously. understanding for the 
e. his d 3 necessity of further defence 

id p a j I fe- efforts to diminishing,*’ SchoLz 
; first ■ ,Qa r ' ro,d lhc gathering of several hun- 
ibic. ***: dred generals and admirals- 
'as , An opinion poll published 

t. ,c b‘ Wednesday, six days after a U.S. 

5 best I military plane crashed in the town 
Pq ‘ kth *j of Reraschcid and killed six pco- 
{ ^ Uur and o. pie. reported that K7 per cent of 
_ Cai„ West Germans wanted a ban on 
*'es N-ATO low-altitude flying man- 

-sr 


Oeuvres. 

Scholz, a conservative Girist- 
ian Democrat, and other senior 
officials in NATO say such a 
measure would cripple alliance 
preparedness in this front-line 
state. 

Anti-military sentiment has in- 
creased in West Germany this 
year since several accidents dur- 
ing NATO manoeuvres and coin- 
ciding with a relaxation in East- 
West tension. 

"Many of our people feel less 
threatened (by Soviet might) be- 
cause they actually are less 
threatened.” Scholz noted. "But 
what worries us are the false 
conclusions brought about by suc- 
cessful (arms control) policies.” 

He said West German and 
other NATO forces faced the 
challenge of restoring public sup- 
port for military readiness be- 
cause the East bloc remained a 
formidable adversary in spite of 
Soviet reforms. 

"After more than 4d years of 
peace, the structures guaran- 
teeing the rule of law and free- 
dom are increasingly viewed as a 
natural thing." said Scholz. 


klahfoj, 

a - whe n o*; 
med m 

3 ? 

U > gune i 

5C ? a! . yiUin- 

tteir mil-, 

ipetma ^ 

’* •“*** 

^etc v tn . 
\» hr' 

i0W «W 

Jney m . 

Ile c h»n*ji 
es U helix 
1 lodat. Mi 
their 

JUnngapa. 



HOMELESS: At least one million people 
have been left homeless in the wake of the Dec. 7 
earthquake that bit Soviet Armenia. Photo shows 


families awaiting relief supplies after setting up 
beds in the middle of the street in an Armenian 
tuwn devastated by the quake. 


Zia’s son alleges conspiracy in father’s death 


NEW YORK (API — The son 
of the late Pakistani President 
Mohammad Zia Ul Haq is de- 
manding U.S. findings on the 
air crash that killed his father, 
and say»j, be is considering a 
lawsuit against the plane's 
manufacturer for alleged failing 
to make the aircraft bomb resis- 
tant. 

“We arc appealing... 
through our independent 
lawyers because wc have tried 
everybody — the U.S. govern- 
ment, the Pakistani government 
— and we are not getting any- 
where with any of them,” said 
Ijaz U! Haq in New York 
Tuesday. 

The Aug. 17 crash of a U.S.- 
built C-130 transport near 
Bahawalpur, Pakistan, killed 
Zia, U.S. Ambassador Arnold 
Raphe! and 28 others aboard. 

A Pakistani report shed little 
light on who may have been 
responsible for what Pakistani 
investigators concluded was 
probably an act of sabotage 
against the military aircraft. 

Ijaz U! Haq and Haroon 
Khan, son of the late Pakistani 
armed forces chief General 
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Akbiar Abdul Kehman Khan, 
have hired the law firms of U.S. 
attorneys F. Lee Bailey, Aaron 
J. Broder and Mark Heller, 
Gen. Khan died in the crash. 

Zia’s 36-year-old son said a 
damage award was not his aim. 
"Money is not the purpose in 
this and all the money that may 
come out this will be sent to... 
the families” of all the victims, 
he said. 

"We know it has been co- 
vered up. We know (hat the 
new government under (Prime 
Minister Benazir) Bhutto is not 
interested at getting at the 
facts,” he said. 

Zia overthrew Ms. Bhutto's 
father, Zuifikar Ali Bhutto, in a 
1977 military' coup and had him 
hanged two years later on con- 
viction of plotting to murder a 
political opponent. 

Zia’s son lives in Bahrain and 
plans to eventually return to 
Pakistan. 

Lockheed angle 

Broder said the families of 
the two men were considering a 
SI -billion lawsuit against Lock- 


heed Corporation in U.S. dis- 
trict court in New York or 
Washington "predicated upon 
the concept of aircraft ‘bomb- 
worthiness’.” 

He claimed that aircraft 
makers such as Lockheed have 
a "duty to manufacture and 
design” an aircraft that will be 
as bomb-res istiint as "technolo- 
gy will permit.” 

Broder said the group had 
nut concluded that a bomb was 
aboard, but simply wanted to 
uncover the facts. "Our pur- 
pose is to get to (he bottom of it 
and And out what happened,” 
he said. 

"We would contemplate fil- 
ing the suit within a month or 
so," Broder said. 

Spokesman Jim Ragsdale of 
the Lockheed Aeronautical Sys- 
tems Co., a division of the 
Lockheed Corp., said the air- 
plane was turned out of its 
Marietta, Georgia, plant in 
1962. 

"Although Lockheed has not 
seen a report from the govern- 
ment of Pakistan on its findings 
related to the crash, we are not 
aware of any facts that would 


suggest liability <m the port of 
Lockheed,” he said. 

He called the craft sturdy. 
"The C-130 is in service with 
60 different nations worldwide 
and during its inure »hun 30 
years of service the C-130 fleet 
has established a reputation for 
rugged nesi and safety,” said 
Ragsadale by telephone from 
Burbank. California. 

Broder said that parts of the 
wreckage "have been brought 
from Pakistan to Washington 
and it is vital that reports of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) and the conclusions of (he 
State Department from ex- 
amination of the wreckage be 
made public.” 

The Slate Department did 
not immediately respond to 
calls for comment. The FBI 
spokesman could not be im- 
mediately reached. 

The Pakistani report ruled 
out accidental technical failure 
aboard the Hercules transport, 
which crashed minutes after 
takeoff. 

Little evidence found 
That report said investigators 


found no evidence of either an 
anti-aircraft missile or a power- 
ful bomb. But the investigators 
say they found residues of che- 
micals that could be used in an 
explosive strong enough to 
cause a technical malfunction. 

Because of (be crash impact, 
fin: and absence of a cockpit 
flight recorder, investigators 
could not pinpoint an exact 
cause, the report said. 

A long list of possible sus- 
pects include agents of .Afgha- 
nistan's Soviet -backed govern- 
ment, angry over Zia's support 
of rebels fighting Kabul rulers, 
and Zia’s sizeable domestic 
political opposition. 

Ijaz Ul Haq at first said he 
thought Bhutto or her followers 
could not be ruled out as sus- 
pects, but when pressed on this, . 
he said he was not pointing 
fingers at anyone. 

He said he did not expect 
Bhutto would press an inves- 
tigation into his father’s death. 
"1 don't expect her to be 
bothered about this. She says 
she has more serious problems 
to attend to," he said. 
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STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish 
police said* Wednesday they had 
detained a 41-year-old convicted 
killer and were questioning him 
in connection with the murder of 
Prime Minister Olof Palme nearly 
three years ago. 

Stockholm district court had 
appointed public defender Arne 
Liljeros to represent the man, 
who was not named, and state 
prosecutor Anders Helin was 
named to take charge of legal 
proceedings, police added. 

Swedish radio said party poli- 
tical leaders had been briefed on 
the case and told the suspect had 
a deep hatred of Palme. 

Several suspects have previous- 
ly been detained over the killing 
only to be released later for lack 
of evidence. 

The police gave only the barest 
details of the latest suspect. But 
newspapers and radio stations, 
quoting unnamed police and judi- 
cial sources, provided a welter of 
information. 

TTiey said the man had a long 
criminal record. Among other 
crimes, he had been convicted of 


killing a drug addict with a 
bayonet in 1971. 

This murder took place only a 
few metres across the street from 
where Palme was shot by a lone 
gunman as he walked home from 
the cinema with his wife on the 
night of Feb. 26. 1986. 

The reports said the man was 
found in possession of firearms 
for which he did not hold a 
licence. He was described as un- 
employed but had been working 
as a bouncer in a nightclub near 
the scene of the murder at the 
time of Palme's killing. 

Swedish radio said the man 
would be shown to witnesses of 
the Palme murder including 
Palme’s widow Usbei. the only 
person to catch more than a 
fleeing glance of the killer. 

If he were unable to provide an 
alibi, the man would be formally 
charged with Palme’s murder, the 
radio said. 

The evening newspaper 
Aftonbladet said the man had 
been formally interviewed by 
police in 1986 after investigators 
had been tipped that he had been 



Olof Palme 

near the scene of the killing. 

But the detectives then running 
i he case were convinced rhat the 
murder was politically motivated 
and had disregarded other lines 
of inquiry. 

Stockholm police chief Hans 
Holmer, who initially headed the 
Palme probe, was sacked in early 
19S7 after his theory that left- 
wing Kurds committed the mur- 
der collapsed. Holmer rounded 
up a group of Kurdish immigrants 
but had to let them go for lack of 
evidence. 


At least 18 killed in 
Mexico prison blaze 


MEXICO CITY (R) — A fire at 
a prison killed at least 19 inmates 
and seriously injured five others 
Tuesday after guards delayed res- 
cue operations for fear a riot was 
in progress, the official Norimex 
news agency said. 

Prisoners began screaming for 
help as the fire spread through a 
cel I block housing i 16 inmates but 
guards did not respond im- 
mediately because they feared a 
riot had broken out, the agency 
said. 

The fire erupted before duw*n 
at the state prison of Nuevo Leon 
in the city of Monterrey. local 
Red Cross commander S'olanda 
Nuncio told Reuters. 

She said the bodies of 19 pris- 
oners had been pulled from the 
rubble. "We think there are more 
victims and the rubble is being 
searched," Nuncio said. 

Local authorities said the fire 
was thought to have been caused 
by a candle left burning in the 
cellblock, which housed inmates 
convicted of crimes ranging from 


robbery to drug trafficking. 

Norimex quoted Nuevo Leon 
state attorney general Juan Fran- 
cisco Rivera as saying the candle 
apparently fell off a stand and a 
curtain caught fire, quickly 
spreading flames to sheets and 
beds. 

Nuncio said she had heard re- 
ports that the guards apparently 
could not at first find a key to let 
the inmates out of the burning 
cellblock. 

She said it also appeared there 
were no fire extinguishers within 
reach of the guards, and the blaze 
quickly spread throughout the 
cellblock and to neighbouring 
areas of the prison. 

Norimex said the prison's offi- 
cial capacity is 800 inmates but 
2,400 were housed there. 

Nuncio said the prison was only 
partially evacuated as a result of 
the fire. 

She said troops had to be called 
in to control inmates' relatives 
frantically trying to get news of 
their loved ones. 


Southern African 
pact draws mostly 
positive response 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) — An agreement 
designed to end regional strife in southwestern 
Africa received mostly favourable reviews 
Wednesday. 


But Angolan rebels warned 
peace would elude that country 
unless the Luanda government 
agreed to negotiate with them, 
while South Africa’s state radio 
said independence for neighbour- 
ing Namibia could cause prob- 
lems. 

The agreement signed Tuesday 
by South Africa. Cuba and Ango- 
la in Brazzaville. Congo, calls for 
the phased withdrawal of 5U.0U0 
Cuban soldiers from Angola by 
mid-J9yi. and independence for 
Namibia in about one year. 

A final treaty was to be signed 
in New York Dec. 22. concluding 
years of U.S. mediation in the 
region. 

Yhe agreement, formally titled 
"Brazzaville Protocol" and sup- 
ported by the Soviet Union, 
would end 73 years of South 
African control over Namibia, 
Africa's last colony. It also would 
halt 22 years of bush warfare by 
Namibian nationalists based in 
Angola, and would bar both 
Cuban and South African forces 
from participating in the civil war 
between Angola's pro-Soviet 
government and U.S. -backed re- 
bels of the National Union for the 
Total independence of Angola 
(IJNITAI. 

South African Foreign Minister 


Pik Botha said after signing the 
agreement Tuesday that the 
peace moves also included a sepa- 
rate understanding between 
South Africa and Angola. He 
said the details would become 
known as the regional accords 
became effective. 

Namibian political leaders 
praised the agreement but said 
they will remain sceptical until 
South Africans lave the country. 

South Africa is to begin im- 
plementing the Namibian inde- 
pendence April 1 . leading to elec- 
tions Nov. I. 1989. 

“April fool's day. ! don't trust 
that date. But we'll accept it." 
said Andreas Shipanga. chairman 
of the cabinet in Namibia's tran- 
sitional government. 

Shipanga, a black Namibian, 
said the South Africans had not 
given the transitional government 
any advance warning about the 
independence date. 

He said he hoped the date 
“would not appear and disappear 
like so many others. We cannot 
continue in a state of limbo, it is 
destroying the country and the 
morale of our people.” 

The Democratic Turnhalle 
alliance of Namibia welcomed the 
agreement. Chief Secretary 
Johan de Waal said he hoped 


nothing would bar "a peaceful 
and meaningful independence." 

The 10- party alliance of econo- 
mic and political moderates 
appeared to be the main oppo- 
nent in planned Namibian elec- 
tions for the South-West African 
Peoples Organisation (SWAPO) 
nationalist movement. SWAPO 
is favoured to win the elections. 

UNITA issued a statement 
Wednesday in Lisbon. Portugal, 
that hailed Tuesday's agreement 
as ••historic” but 'warned that 
Angolans would not have peace 
until the government agreed to 
negotiate with the rebels. 

Angola's government has pre- 
viously rejected UNITA's calls 
for negotiations. 

Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda. the current chairman of 
the "frontline states." a group of 
Mack-ruled countries bordering 
South Africa, called the signing 
of the agreement Tuesday 
"wonderful news." the official 
Zambia news agency said. 

The United States applauded 
the agreement. 

In another development. South 
Africa proposed on Wednesday 
swapping an Angolan pilot who 
landed in Namibia Tuesday for a 
'South African soldier captured by 
Angola. 

Foreign Minister Pik Botha 
said the pilot, who landed at a 
Namibian farm, could be ex- 
changed for Sergeant Johan 
Papenfus, who was captured in 
Angola last May. 


Sri Lanka mounts massive hunt 
after dramatic prison break-in 

COLOMBO (Agencies) — Suspected anti-govern- 
ment militants used small bombs to rip open a wail 
of a prison and free more than 200 convicts. 


prison 

authorities said Wednesday. At least 30 militants 
were shot dead by guards, according to sources 
quoted by Reuters. 

It was the second prison break in as many weeks 
at the medium-security Welikade prison, which 
houses about 1.500 convicts. 

On Dec. 4, suspected Sinhalese extremists 
dressed in army uniforms overpowered guards at a 
prison in central Sri Lanka and freed six col- 
leagues. 

A military spokesman, who cannot be identified 
under briefing rules, said Tuesday night's escape 
apparently was engineered by the People’s Libera- 
tion Front, an extremist Sinhalese group trying to 
topple the government and disrupt the Dec. 19 
presidentiaTelections. 

Heavily armed troops searched all passenger 
buses anil vehicles entering the capital Wednes- 
day. Police imposed an indefinite curfew in the 
northern neighbourhoods and then went house to 
house searching for the escapees. 

The military spokesman said about 25 gunmen 
opened fire and threw small bombs at the south 
wall of the prison. The explosions 3lso distracted 
guards in other sections of the facility, allowing 
other inmates to scale the walls and escape, they 
said. 

"It was u well-organised operation," the official 
said. 

-^Guards opened fire, killing at least two in- 
mates. the spokesman said..: 

Security forces shot dead about 30 of the 
attackers, military sources quoted by Reuters said. 

The sources said the raiders exchanged fire with 
the security forces as inmates escaped in waiting 
vans and commandeered vehicles. 

The attackers took over in a nearby post office 
and shops and one civilian driver was killed in the 
crossfire, the sources said. The army sent in an 
armoured car and reinforcements and sealed off 
(he area. 

A five-hour night curfew in force in the capital 
for over a month because of civil unrest was 
extended until dawn as security forces with police 
dogs and backed by helicopters searched the city 
and suburbs. 

At least 15 escapees were caught early Wednes- 


day about 10 kilometres (seven miles) from the 
prison, the military spokesman said. 

The spokesman said authorities believe other 
convicts reached the rown of Kelaniya. eight 
kilometres north of Colombo and escaped by boats 
down the Kelani River. 

The front, which staged an unsuccessful coup 
attempt in 1971, opposes the government’s efforts 
to end the five-year-old insurgency of Tamil rebels 
fighting for an independent homeland in the north 
and east provinces. 

The Sinhalese, who are predominantly Buddh- 
ist. make up 75 per cent of the island's 16 million 
people and control the government and the 
military. 

The Tamils, who account for 18 per cent of the 
population, claim they are denied jobs and educa- 
tion by the Sinhalese. 

The front contends the government has offered 
too many concessions to the Tamils in a peace 
accord. It has been blamed for the murders of 
more than 900 people, most of them government 
supporters, since the accord was signed in July 
1987. 

In an effort to force cancellation of the Dec. 19 
election, the front has staged a series of nation- 
wide strikes that have disrupted transportation and 
communications and ca'used severe food and fuel 
shortages. The front says the government is 
incapable of conducting a fair election. 

Prison sources said about 300 prisoners belonging 
to the front were kept in Welikade jail’s maximum 
security section. 

Police commandos and troops were called in to 
restore order after front members started a riot in 
Welikade jail last month. 

The sources said that in Tuesday’s escape. Sri 
Lanka's biggest jail break, prison guards had come 
undei simultaneous attack with bombs and guns 
from inside and outside. Most of the prisoners 
escaped by blasting the walls with explosives. 

"It was an inside job with the connivance of 
some prison officials," a senior military official 
said. 

Police said minutes before the jail break an 
explosion occurred in the bazaar area of the capital 
three kilometres from the prison. 

"This was probably a diversionary tactic," a 
police official said. 
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Sunday & everyday 

LUNCH BUFFET 
at the 

COFFEE SHOP 





JD. 5.500PP 


INDIAN NIGHT 

ENJOY 

OUR DELICIOUS 

INDIAN 

JJBUFFET 

SPECIALLY 
MADE 
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SW you 

tttl . 



LOBSTER NIGHT 

At the 

ANDALUSIA 



J i 


Seafood Hors -D' oeuvres 
Lobster Imperial 
Strawberry Pancakes 
Coffee & Petit Fours 

JD. B.OOOpp 


J 


PRIME RIB NIGHT 

at the 

COFFEE SHOP 



%c 


Prime Rib, 
Yorkshire Pudding 
Baked Potato 
Garden Peas 
Followed by 
Apple Pie & Cream 
JD. 4.500pp 
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RESERVATIONS Amman Plaza Hotel Telephone No. 674111 
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SHRIMP NIGHT 

at the 

ANDALUSIA 



l 


SEAFOOD Cocktail 

Gritled Shrimps 
or 

Shrimps with 
Spinach Souffle 

Fresh Summer Fruits 
Coffee & Petit Fours 
JD. B.OOOpp 


^0= Wednesday ^ 

Spanish Speciality 
Paella Night 

at the 

COFFEE SHOP 
VEGETABLE & SAFRON SOUP 
SEAFOOD PAELLA 
WITH GREEN SALAD 


J 






Sweets from our Buffet 
JD. 4.500pp 
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SEAFOOD NIGHT 

at the 

ANDALUSIA 
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Set Menu 
or 

ALA CARTE 





Every THURSDAY 

JD. 8.000pp 
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Truslhouse Forte Hotels 
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Reagan blames media. 
Congress and special 
interests for deficits 


■WASHINGTON (Agencies) — President Reagan, 
polishing the image of his administration as he 
begins focusing on his place in history, is again 
portraying himself as a crusading outsider fighting 
the Washington establishment. 


Sounding more like the pres- 
idential candidate he was in 19S0 
than a wily political veteran wind- 
ing up eight years in the White 
House, Reagan Tuesday blamed 
federal legislators, special in- 
terests and the news media for 
"one of my great disappoint- 
ments,” — the huge government 
budget deficit. 

“The strength of our nation has 
never been with the Washington 
colony but with the American 
people, '* Reagan told a cheering 
crowd of administration job-hol- 
ders. “The budget deficit is the 
colony’s last stand.” 

Reagan said the 1974 budget 
act. which established the proce- 
dures Congress uses to make its 
spending decisions, had 
weakened the president's power 
to shape budger policy. 

The president said the Amer- 
ican people “know what’s up and 
they don't like it. They may 
reelect their congressmen but 
they trust Congress itself less and 
less. They may watch or read the 
media but they stop believing it, 
and they show more and more 
dislike for special interest influ- 
ence.” 

“The only question is, when 
will they say once and for all that 
they’ve had enough.” Reagan 
said in an address "that recalled 
president Eisenhower's warning, 
also delivered as he neared the 
end of his second term in office, 
about the growing influence of 
the military-indusrrial complex 


Reagan, who has never recog- 
nised a connection between the 
deficits and his programme of tax 
cuts and a massive defence buil- 
dup, said the remedy was to 
strengthen the president's hand in 
budget policymaking. 

He said this could be accom- 
plished through adoption of his 
long-pending budget reform 
package, which includes a consti- 
tutional amendment requiring a 
balanced federal budget, a line- 
■ item veto enabling a president to 
block single spending items in 
overall appropriations bills, and 
more authority for a president to 
withhold funds from programmes 
he doesn't like. 

Panel recommends 
raising salaries 

Meanwhile, a presidential 
advisory commission Tuesday re- 
commended a 50 per cent pay 
increase for members of Congress 
and similar boosts for federal 
judges and other top government 
officials — but only if Congress 
stops its members from collecting 
speaking fees. 

The Commission on Executive,' 
Legislative and Judicial Salaries 
also recommended that the presi- 
dent's pay, which has been fixed 
at $200,000 since 1969, be raised 
by Congress to about $350,000. 

Commission Chairman Lloyd 
Cutler noted that the govern- 
ment's top 3,000 or so workers 
are paid far less than professional 


FOR SALE DUE TO TRAVEL 

Mercedes 200 (duty not paid). 
Model 1988 with accessories. 

(n excellent condition. 

Contact Tel: 823313 


MUSIC WORLD 

Jebel Amman - 5th Circle Behind Queen 
Alia College Tel. 821609 

SALE 30 / 

On All Musical Instruments 


MANDY’S 

RESTAURANTS 

Enjoy the most pleasant evenings and the most 
delicious foods at the most luxurious restaurants 
in town... SHANDY’S RESTAURANTS 

Every Thursday and Saturday in an atmosphere 
of oriental and occidental singing and music 
presented by the famous “SPIDERS" band and 
the famous singer “Imad Al Bawwab" with 
dinner for families only at JD 6.5. 

Enjoy all delicacies to the tunes of an organ on 
other evenings of the week. 


For reservations call 
6871920, 687930 and 687940 


^Rm.ei saitf £next to the Concorde Cinema 
parking in the building) 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, spacious, independent. Nice location and 
view. AH services; central heating, TV, video, garage, 
garden. 3 bedrooms, living room, dining room, salon, 
kitchen, 3 bathrooms, 3 terraces and a maid's room. Very 
reasonably priced. 

Call @62469 - if no answer call 845272 9 a.m. - 4 p,m. 


FOR RENT 

Large superluxe apartment consisting of: 3 bedrooms, 2 

baths, living, dining etc carpet wad to wail. T.V. 

antenna with remote, telephone 2 lines, independent 
central heating, 3 entrances with verandas, and garden 
with oriental pool. 

PSs call: (635194) ARFAN from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


athletes, and cited a list of major 
league baseball salaries published 
in Tuesday’s New York Times. 

“More than 500 of them re- 
ceive more than a district court 
judge or a member of Congress 
or a deputy secretary of state,” 
Cutler said. 

The pay raises are designed to 
restore purchasing power of top 
government workers to its level in 
1969. the first year their pay was 
set under the commission’s 
advice. 

The congressional increase 
from $89,500 to $135,000 is also 
designed to wean members of 
Congress from taking honoraria 
for speeches to special interest 
groups and others. 

Cabinet secretaries' pay would 
go from the current $99,500 to 
155,000. U.S. district court 
judges' pay would be the same as 
Congress', going from $89,500 to 
$135,000. 


Japan adopts plan to deregulate economy 


TOKYO (R) — Japan adopted a 
wide-ranging programme Tues- 
day to ease government control 
of the economy and open up its 
markets to imports in a new drive 
to reduce a huge trade surplus. 

"This deregulation is indis- 
pensable for improving the life of 
the general public, restructuring 
industry, improving regional eco- 
nomies and opening markets,” 
Prime Minister Noboru Takes hi ta 
told the cabinet. 

Takeshita pledged to carry out 
the economic reforms when he 
mer leaders of other major na- 
tions in Toronto in June. 

The programme approved by 
the cabinet is designed to stream- 
line the economy and make it 
more efficient by loosening gov- 
ernment control and further 
opening markets to imports, offi- 
cials said. 

It covers seven areas of the 
economy — distribution, trans- 
portation, information and com- 
munications, finance, energy, 
agricultural products and new 
businesses. 

Some of the recommendations 
have already been carried out, 
but others are more long-term 
with no set date for their imple- 


mentation. 

Under the plan, the govern- 
ment will seek to simplify Japan’s 
complex retail distribution system 
to make it easier for importers to 
sell their goods here. 

Foreign companies have com- 
plained that it often takes years 
for large Japanese retailers such 
as department stores and super- 
markets to be allowed to operate 
in certain cities and towns. Those 
large retailers are more prone to 
stock imported goods than 
Japan’s many small neighbour- 
hood stores. 

Tokyo also promised to loosen 
controls on interest rates paid to 
small savers, ease regulations 
covering the sale of liquor and 
cigarettes and help make domes- 
tic farmers more efficient. 

Agriculture Minister Takashi 
Sato told the cabinet the domestic 
rice market must be liberalised 
slowly because of the importance 
of this staple food for Japan. 

That' is unlikely to make the 
United States happy. Washington 
has recently been pressing Tokyo 
to liberalise the rice market, 
which is totally dosed to imports. 

Meanwhile, officials said 
Japan's economy is likely to slow 


General strike shuts down 
Spanish industry, transportat 


MADRID (AP) — A 24-hour 
strike Wednesday shut down 
Spain's major industries, public 
transportation and state offices, 
in a protest over government 
austerity measures. 

It was Spain's first general 
strike in 54 years. 

“We can say that the strike has 
been a success, as we predicted it 
would be, well-organised and 
peaceful.” Nicolas Redondo, 
head of the country's largest un- 
ion, the General Workers Union, 
told reporters. 

However, a small explosion on 
the capital's Gran Via shattered 
windows in a clothing store be- 
fore dawn, slightly injuring a pas- 
serby. In the northern city of 
Valladolid, a firebomb was 
thrown at a state employment 
office but caused little damage 
and no injuries. 

Pickets gathered in major dries 
at the IS stores of El Corte 
Ingles, the country's major de- 
partment store chain, to prevent 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


workers and shoppers from enter- 
ing, a store spokesman said. 

There were reports of isolated 
clashes between police and strik- 
ing workers, who attempted to 
throw up barricades across some 
roads and highways but no re- 
ports of arrests. 

The government played down 
the strike, emphasising “com- 
plete normality” and assuring the 
public of minimum services in 
hospitals. 

Spain’s two state-controlled 
television channels stayed off the 
air, with the exception of two 
20-minute newscasts. 

The Sodalsit General Workers 
Union and the communist- 
dominated Workers Commis- 
sions Union called the strike last 
month after talks on wage in- 
creases. jobless benefits and in- 
creases for pensions ended with- 
out progress. 

The unions said the strike also 
was intended to pressure the gov- 
ernment to withdraw a youth 
employment plan approved Oct. 
28. The unions fear it would 
threaten jobs of their members. 

The Spanish economy has 
boomed since 1985. Corporate 
and bank profits doubled over the 


last two years, one million new 
jobs have been created since 
1985, and the government plans 
major 1989 budget increases in 
many areas. 

However, unemployment at 

18.7 per cent remains the highest 
in Western Europe. The high rate 
is blamed partly on more women 
and young people entering the 
labour market. 

On Tuesday, the heads of both 
unions predicted the general 
strike, the first since 1934. would 
succeed, with five million of the 

11.8 million employed Spaniards 
staying home to back it. 

At Madrid’s Barajas airport, 
two international flights arrived 
from South America without inci- 
dent, but passengers later re- 
ported trouble finding transport 
into the city due to the lack of 
taxis and buses. 

A minimum services pact be- 
tween management at state-run 
Iberia and Aviaco airlines' limited 
domestic flights Wednesday to 
one round-trip between the capit- 
al and most major airports 
around the country. 

In Madrid, traffic in the capital 
was about half of normal, with 
few buses on dty streets. 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms. 2 salons separated by an arch 
with dining area. 2 bathrooms, maids bedroom and 
shower, kitchen with all appliances and tools, complete 
deluxe furnished and curtains, central heating, telephone 
and parking. 

Location: Tilal Al-Ali next to Doctors Housing. 

Please call Miss Maisa tel. 640141 - 640142 


to cruising speed in 1980/90 after 
racing ahead in the current fiscal 
year. 

Early indications are that the 
government will settle on a gross 
national product (GNP) growth 
target of about four per cent for 
1989/90. although officials 
emphasised they have just begun 
preliminary work on the forecast. 

The government has targeted 
3.8 per cent for the year ending 
March 31, but the economy looks 
sure to better that and could 
climb by five per cent or more, 
private economists said. 

That rapid growth has raised 
fears among some analysts of an 
overheating economy and higher 
inflation. 

A senior Economic Planning 
Agency official said domestic de- 
mand growth is expected to slow 
next fiscal year but not to an 
extent that would cause concern. 

Industrialists have told officials 
they expect the recovery to con- 
tinue into next summer or early 
autumn. After that , the outlook 
is uncertain. 

The growth of both housing 
•construction and private sector 
capital investment is likely to 
slow while public investment will 
be flat in 1989/90. the senior 
official said. 

Personal consumption will con- 
tinue strong, thanks to higher 
wages and planned tax cuts, he 
said. 

The big question mark is the 
U.S. economy and whether it will 
suffer a recession, he added. 

Depending on which private 
economist you talk to, Japan’s 
economy is headed for the best of 
times, or the worst of times. 

Both the optimists and pessim- 
ists among private sector eco- 
nomists see Japan’s economy 
apeing the past performance of 
the U.S. economy. 

But they disagree over what 
period — the glory day s of the 


1960's when the U.S. economy 
was king, or the late 1970’s and 
early 1980's when U.S. industrial 
might ebbed. 

“Japan is in the midst of (an;... 
economic miracle," said D.B. 
Capital Markets (Asia) Ltd eco- 
nomist Kenneth Courtis. 

Just like the U-S. in the 1960 s, 
Japan is set to become the world 
leader in research and develop- 
ment, Courtis said. 

The steep rise of the yen, U.S. 
protectionism and tough competi- 
tion from the newly industrialis- 
ing economies of Asia have 
forced Japanese industry to be- 
come even more innovative, he 
said. 

But now Japanese businessmen 
are targeting the Japanese market 
where government deregulation 
and expansionary policies have 
unleashed demand. Courtis pro- 
jected GNP growth next fiscal 
year of 5.2 to 5.4 per cent. 

The pessimists look at the same 
factors as Courtis but forecast a 
“hollowing-out” of Japanese in- 
dustry as manufacturers shift pro- 
duction abroad, just as the U.S. 
did in the early 1980's in response 
to the strong dollar. 

Japan's stellar economic per- 
formance this fiscal year has 
forced many of the pessimists to 
adopt a lower profile. For 1989/ 
90, they see growth of between 
three and four per cent. 

The government forecast is 
normally released this month but 
it has been delayed this year due 
to controversy over the govern- 
ment’s plans for tax cuts and 
other tax changes. 

Politics as much as economics 
will probably determine its shape. 
Economic Planning Agency 
(EPA) officials said. 

“I personally think growth will 
be around 4 Vi per cent but we'll 
probably decide on four per 
cent,” one EPA official said. 

Earlier, economists said that a 


huge leap in Japan's November 
trade surplus helped confirm 
fears the nation might not be able 
to trim its bloated trade imba- 
lance much this year. 

Reductions in Japan’s large 
and politically sensitive trade sur- 
plus with the United States could 
also be in jeopardy, they said. 
That surplus bad fallen for the 
past 10 months but has now risen. 

“On a volume basis export 
rose 10.5 per cent which is very, 
very strong,” economist Matthew 
Berlcw of Citicorp Scrimgeour 
Vickers said. “The increase in 
export volume is the highest this 
year. This is part of an accelerat- 
ing trend.” he noted. 

Japan's customs-cleared trade 
surplus against all nations surged 
38 per cent in November from the 
same month last year to $6.55 
billion, the largest jump in a long 
time. 

Exports rose 19.5 per cent to 
$22.63 billion as imports gained 
only 13.4 per cent to $16.08 bil- 
lion. 

A finance ministry official told 
reporters after the data was 
announced that Japan's trade sur- 
plus might keep growing as ex- 
ports were poised for further ex- 
pansion. 

He also said that unless crude 
oil prices rose. Japan's imports 
were not likely to show a large 
increase, making the overall 
trade surplus grow in the period 
ahead. 

Economists had warned that 
Japan’s exports might be once 
again out of control, causing its 
trade surplus to surge back and 
erase all the progress in cutting it 
so far this year. 

Courtis said with exports 
climbing so swiftly, imports 
would have had to surge 32.2 per 
cent just to keep the surplus at its 
vear-earlier level. 


EC agrees to rules on spirits 


BRUSSELS (R) — It’s official: 
Ouzo can only be made in Greece 
and whisky, including Irish whis- 
key, must contain a minimum of 
40 per cent alcohol to deserve the 
label. 

The new rules were agreed by 
European Community (EC) 
ministers in Brussels early 
Wednesday as part of a package 
of labelling regulations for 
around 175 spirits and alcoholic 
drinks sold in the 12-narion bloc. 

The deal sets minimum alcohol 
content levels for drinks in order 
for them to keep their generic 
names. 

An Irish plea to use the term 
whiskey for drinks with a 37.5 per 
cent alcohol — a major bone of 
contention in the talks — was 
overruled after British objec- 
tions. 

The package also reserves spe- 
cific labels for various drinks 
made in the country they are 
usually associated with. 

After two years of EC talks on 
the subject, only )6uzo< made in 
Greece can now be called that. 
Italian ^grappa» has an exclusive 
right to that name, while only 
whisky made in Scotland can be 


sold as Scotch. Cognac belongs 
exclusively to France. 

Hie package is part of the 
Community's campaign to 
harmonise product standards 
ahead of 1992, when a single 
European market free of internal 
barriers is planned. 

An EC spokesman said the 
rules would come into force in a 
few weeks, coinciding with the 
Christmas and New Year holi- 


days when West European alco- 
hol consumption tends to peak. 

“The decision will prevent 
generic names from being de- 
valued and abused by other pro- 
ducts which have only a very 
distant link to the real thing," an 
EC statement said. 

It said the EC would use the 
new standards to negotiate recog- 
nition and protection of its drinks 
in non-EC markets. 


ON THE OCCASION OF 
X-MAS AND THE NEW YEAR 

OUR LOW PRICES 
REMAIN THE SAME 


LACOSTE 


3: benetton 


Reebok, GUCCI, Polo, Calvin-Klein, NIKE 

We have a wide variety of: 

Jogging suits. Pullovers, Sweaters, 
Sweat Shirts 

in addition to: 

Shirts. T. Shirts, Lady Sets. Shorts. Trousers. 

Open daily from 9 a.m. - 8 p.m., also Fridays 


SUBA1H FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader-Wadi Seer - main street 
opposite the mosque. 

Tel. 823435 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN ENGLISH— 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ANGLICAN 

the Church of the Redeemer 
First Circle 
tel. 628543 
18th Dec. at 6 p.m. 

Christmas Carols 
YWCA Choir 
24th Dec. at 11:30 p.m. 
Midnight Mass 
25th Dec. at 11:30 a.m. 
Christmas Day Family Com- 
munion 

AMMAN INTERNATIONAL RAINBOW CONGREGA 


r-NEWLY FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED— , 
SECOND FLOOR FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, 
sitting room, dining room, new kitchen, and two aluminium 
balconies with telephone and central heating. 

Location: Shmeisani - opposite Rosary Sisters School. 

Call telephone 661044 


MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS 
GOVERNMENT TENDERING 
DIRECTORATE 
TENDER NO. 1/89 

The Government Tendering Directorate announces that 
ihe last day for purchasing documents for tender No. 1/89 
will be Dec. 21, 1988 and will be submitted at the 
Government Tendering Directorate/Ministry of Public 
Works at 13:30 Dec. 28, 1988. 

Director of Central 
Tendering Committee 


De La Salle Church 
Jebel Hussein 
tel. 661757 
24th Dec. at 10 p.m. 
Midnight Mass 
25th Dec. at 5 p.m. 
Christmas Mass 


CHURCH 

meets at the Baptist School 
Shmeisani tel. 685326 
?8th Dec. at 6 p.m. 

"Night of Miracles" 
Christmas Cantata 
25th Dec. at 6 p.m. 
Christmas Service 


TION 

Evang. Luih. Good Shepherd 
Church 

7th Circle close to Pizza Hut 
tel. 822605 

17th Dec. at 6:30 p.m. 

Evening Prayer 
25th Dec. at 6 p.m. 

Christmas Candelight Service 


Joy to the world, the Lord Is come 1 
Come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 1 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Beautifully located in a quiet pface in Sweifieh - jabal Amman - 
6th Circle consisting of three bedrooms, spacious hall and salon, 
big sitting room, big kitchen, store room, glass veranda, two 
bathrooms, separate central heating, telephone, garden, gar- 
age. central antenna and an excellent unused furniture. 

For information, call 773269 or 773729. 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Location: In the best Shmeisani residential area. Opposite to 
Sight & Sound Center, and the Tunisian ambassador residence. 
Components: 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, sitting, living and 
dining rooms plus independent central heating. 

For further inquiry please call Tel. No. 664885. On 
Friday 16th, December 1988 from 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday Dec. 14, 1988 
Central Bank official rates 



Buy 

Sea 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

381.7 

383.6 

U.S. dollar 

471.0 

473.0 

Dutch guilder 

238.7 

239.9 

Pound Sterling 

858.1 

862.4 

Swedish crown 

77.6 

78.0 

Dcuuchcmark 

269.5 

270.8 

Italian lira (for 100) 

36.6 

36.8 

Swiss franc 

320.7 

322.3 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

128.5 

129.1 

French franc 

78.8 

79.2 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.8190/200 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.2050/60 

Canadian dollar 

1.7465/75 

Dcutscheniarks 

1.9710/20 

Dutch guilders 

1.4690/700 

Swiss francs 

36.64/67 

Belgian francs 

5.9700/50 

French francs 

1287/1288 

Italian lire 

123.15/25 

Japanese yen 

6.0600/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.4940/90 

Norwegian crowns 

6.7500/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 419.70/420. 10 

LT.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The market closed steady, reacting little to a weaker 
a and E ains on offshore markets overnight. The 

1 457 5 m< ^ e * cn ded unchanged from Tuesday's close of 

TOKYO - Share prices closed higher on bargain-hunting after j 
two days of losses. The Nikkei index rose 156.92 to 29,754.73. -) 

HONG KONG — - A burst of late selling centred on blue drips 
brought the market down suddenly in the last 30 minutes of 
trading. The Hang Seng index fell 9.84 to 2,642.08. 

SINGAPORE — Prices closed mixed after a dull and featureless 
session. The Straits Times industrial index fell 1.21 to 1,001 JO. 

BOMBAY — Heavy buying by state financial institutions helped 
wipe off the previous day’s losses and the market closed firm, 
lata Steel recoverd 35 rupees to 1,072.5. 

h^hf^^L^ 61 ? 311 sharcs tumbled fr° m tool midsession 
oi ttztkng on the Frankuftm bourse, pulled down 
S share pnce losses - The 30-share DAX index 
ended down 4.02 points at 1,286.61. 

dosed i! i & hll y !ower in lacklustre trading wi*. 

M06 6 pEn ! PPBrCn 77,6 ,ndex of Ieadin S shares M “ 

U^Octokw 1 ^ 10 f he day s lows following the release 
VOW bur pressure was limited ^ 
3?* WORT*" P "“ ,Ddirator had dropped 0.28 W 


* brief rai 'y on *e back of * 
October U.S. trade defidtjw 

inde?h^ll hnf 3?e ? f lhe risc - fi y 1335 GMT the FIS* 
at U 42 I *** “ P 115 bnef stands lO.Spoiststo** 

so^^^hT Stod 5 w ? e Iower fro* steady following neiif 
sfro^ngcapacity use and industrial output TheDow offfS 
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Hockey looking to 
widen its horizons 


PALM BEACH (AP) — The 
National Hockey League's board 
of governors has established a 
committee to examine increased 
promotion abroad and released a. 
report last week that acknow- 
ledged the sport’s “perceived vio- 
lent image.” 

In a news release issued at their 
semi-annual meeting at rhe 
Breakers Hotel, the governors 
announced they had set up a 
committee for international de- 
velopment, It will look into “ex- 
panding NHL activities” over- 
seas. 

The committee will be re- 
sponsible for promoting hockey 
where it “is currently played or 
known and next in those areas 
where interest in hockey can be 
developed,” the news release 
said. 

Activities would include “event 
presentation, marketing promo- 
tion and retail licensing." The 
committee will be chaired by 
NHL President John Ziegler and 
Chicago Blackhawks owner Bill 
Wirtz. 

The NHL’s advisor)' committee 
also issued a report entitled “a 
vision of the ws,” that spoke 
optimistically of the league's con- 
tinued growth over the next 10 
years. But the report also con- 
ceded that “the image of the 
league is not consistently strong.” 

The report says that the NHL 
continues to be perceived as too 
violent despite “legislation and 
rulemaking that has in fact cur- 
tailed much of the unnecessary 
violence of the past.” 

The governors also postponed 
a vote on Los Angeles owner 
Bruce McNall’s proposal that 
would move the Kings from the 
Sraythe Division to the ^Norris- 
Division. 

McNali has been anxious to 
make the switch because of the 
difficulty in arranging North- 
South transportation from Los 
Angeles to Winnipeg and Van- 
couver. He would like to see his 
team swap divisions with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, who are 
now in the Norris • 

McNali says the switch also 


would make transportation easier 
for Toronto since aU the other 
teams in the Smytbe Division are 
from Canada. 

Toronto owner Harold Bal- 
lard, however, is opposed to the 
move and McNali is believed to 
be short of the required two- 
thirds majority to have the switch 
approved. 

The board of governors also 
are expected to reject a proposal 
by the New York Rangers that 
would alter the format for qual- 
ifying for the NHL playoffs. 

The Rangers are seeking to 
replace the current system, which 
allows the top four teams from 
each division to qualify, with one 
that would have the top eight 
teams in the overall conference 
make the playoffs. 

The Rangers, who play in the 
Patrick Division, failed to reach 
the playoffs last year despite 
finishing with a better record than 
the Adams Division's Hanford 
Whalers, who did qualify. 

The Quebec Nordiques, also in 
the Adams Division, are opposed 
to the change. The teams in rhe 
Norris. Division also are expected 
to vote against it. 

Girl enters male preserve 

LAKE FOREST (AP) — Hock- 
ey teams seem to get aggressive 
when they skate against Lake 
Forest High School. But Shauna 
Wine mi Her doesn't mind because 
she can take the checks and dish 
them out, too. 

She is Illinois* first female high 
school hockey player, the smal- 
lest on the ice at 5- foot-2 and 130 
pounds, but one of the toughest. 

“A lot of teams made me a 
target,” the 1 1 -grade student said 
recently. “They play harder 
against me because they don't 
want to get beat by a girl. I've had 
to put up with a lot of verbal 
abuse. 

•Tve seen her get his harder 
than anyone I’ve ever seen and 
she always gets back up ready to 
play.” says team captain Chris 
Jasper. "The opposing fans chant 
her name and when she gets hit, 
they go crazy.” . 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES OOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AKQJ632 9Q 095 *KQJ 
Partner opens the bidding with three 
hearts. What action do you take? 


1 V 2 0 Fta» 3 0 
? 

What action do you take? 


QJ-As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

♦J1M32 9J97 0J103 *62 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. Whai action do you take? 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4 Void 9 AK1043 09532 *7653 
Parmer opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4KJ108 9AKQJ10 0A4 *63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4Q76 9 63 0 76 *AKQ1093 
The bidding bas proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 4 Pass 

* 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4Q76 963 076 4AKQ1093 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 * Pass 2 0 Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS - 



“When I die, my life insurance 
will pay me $50,000...but I have 
to personally endorse the check.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lw 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each squara lo form 
. four ordinary words. 




PS 

■ 

■ 

■■ 

mm 


TEFAC 

u 


Q 



liiilsl 


mm 

■■ 

55 


ran 

nfifl 

mm 

ia 

■ 

■ 

mm 


Wn'ra going IS lum how to 
avoid Um mistakes our 
ancestors made 



WHY YOU SHOULD 
STUDY THE HISTORY 
OP THE PAST. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above canoon. 


Ansmer there’s A )Tf I XI ■1 JLO it 

(Answers Monday) 

, jumbles: AOR1A BUILT MALADY FILLET 
Yesterday's Wwbi of p^ise that seldom lab flat- 

1 FLATTERY 


SPORTS m BRIEF 


Miami end losing streak 

MIAMI (AP) — ■ Dan Marino passed lor 404 yards, including a 
46-yard bomb to Fred Banks in the final minute that set up the 
winning touebdown, as Miami ended a five-gome losing streak by 
beating Cleveland 38-31 Monday night. Don Strock, a backup at 
Miami for IS years until he was released last August, threw 
touchdown passes of three and two yards to Reggie Langhorne in 
the final 614 minutes, the latter tying the game 31-31 with 59 
seconds left, Marino, who threw for four touchdowns, moved 
Miami 65 yards in four plays for the winning touchdown. 

Jenkins disowned by club 

GATESHEAD (AP) — The name of disgraced track star David 
Jenkins, jailed for seven years in San Diego for drug smuggling, 
has been wiped from the record books of his former club, officials 
said Tuesday. Bill Anderson, vice-chairman of Gateshead Har- 
riers, said that hours after the Olympic relay medallist was jailed, 
the dub detided at its monthly meeting to disown him. “We have 
agreed to expunge his name and achievements from all records 
held by the dub,” Anderson said. 

Theatrical goalkeeping 

MADRID (R) — Real Madrid goalkeeper Francisco Buyo was 
suspended for three matches by the Spanish football federation 
Tuesday for unsporting behaviour during an unruly league game 
against local rivals Atletico Madrid 111 days ago. Buyo was 
involved in an incident with Atlctico's Antonio Orejuela which 
led to the Atletico player being sent off. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. DECEMBER 15. 19SS 

HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll Righter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Him) are feelings of luck, optimism 
and romance together with a need 
to indulge. The tendency today will 
be to do things without considering 
the consequences. This may lead to 
excesses in spending, diet. etc. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 29) 
Cooperation ia critical to advance 
your career goals. Abilities and 
talents are in a favorable cycle. 
Your popularity is a phis. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Go 
where your heart leads you. Con- 
nect with those you like. Take ad- 
vantage of your sensual nature, but 
don't overdo it. Put off shopping. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Weeknight indulgences can hove 
you dragging your feet through the 
day. Meter out your energy. Rest, 
and organize your routines. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Career aspirations seem 
more difficult today. A wave of ad- 
vancement moves with ups and 
downs. Patiently roll with it 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Think 
before you apeak or act. Positive ac- 
tions today can bring future 
rewards. Focus on a companion 
who can help you succeed. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 


that look Loo good to be true. 
Others may try to persuade you. 
Use your good sense as protection. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) An 
immature partner touches you 
deeply. Your fun-loving impulses 
uttracL others. Your current social 
cycle con get out of control 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Changes at work require rapid ad- 
justments. An influential person 
will support your cause if you ap- 
proach him or her to discuss it. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Future holiday plans need a sec- 
ond look. Call a family meeting to 
diacues possibilities. Be gentle with 
your comments to others. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You can go overboard with 
unrealistic spending. Bring yoor ex- 
pectations more in line with your 
real financial picture. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Your social impulses have you in 
the mood to celebrate. A steamy 
romance can pull you off course. 
Avoid excesses you will regret 
PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Giv- 
ing in to temptation wifi have 
negative effects. Feelings for com- 
panionship are extreme. Don't act 
without seeing the total picture. 
If Your Child Is Bom Today 


Work quietly, and avoid any deals 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. DECEMBER 16. 1988 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: It 
may be an uphill fight to tie things 
together, a cco mpl is h tasks or get to 
your destination today. Scattered 
energy can be frustrating, but 
sometimes it can lead to an in- 
teresting and exciting diversion. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) It is 
a beat-the-dock morning, but the 
afternoon puts you ahead of the 
game. Follow the leads of family 
members. Shop for a good buy. 

TAURUS (Ape. 20 to May 20) 
Your confident approach sweeps 
away a personality problem at 
work. Rearranging home schedules 
will free op some personal time. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Finishing up old work has you feel- 
ing good and sets the stage for an 
interesting evening. A challenge 
may be waiting for you at home. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Your frustration level may 
be lower than usual Avoid testing 
others over small details. Relax at 
home, and create a private space. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Be open 
to affectionate companions. It is 
hard to communicate with so many 
things on your mind. Avoid ideas 
upon which you can't act. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) The 
stress level is high at work due to 


a last-minute overload Tie-ups may 
necessitate rescheduling recrea- 
tional plans. Keep promises later. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) You 
feel great and are ready to enjoy be- 
ing with good friends. Plan a reun- 
ion. however small.with relatives 
Use your style to your advantage. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Petty misunderstandings chip 
away at an otherwise resourceful 
day. You accomplish a lot in spite 
of others who are disorganized. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Homesick feelings are an in- 
dicator for you to contact your 
parents and old friends. Focus on 
the future. Tonight ia busy. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You do yoar best when you do what 
comes naturally. Set aside any 
restraints. If you are ready for it. 
love will come to you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You can be the center of the show. 
Your personality and talents shine. 
Romance makes a new beginning 
even though you are still confused. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Someone attractive wants to be 
alone with you. Make the first 
move, but use a mature approach. 
Playtime comes later on. 


THE Daily Crossword by Darorhy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Climaxes 
5 Asterisk 
9 WHflams or 
Warhol 

13 Earthen Jug 

14 A Guthrie 

15 Tenet 

16 Fly high 

17 Convene 

18 Ships' frame* 

19 Blameless 

22 Anefenl 

23 A Gershwin 

24 Formal 
argument 

28 Shetland 
30 Research 
center 

33 Poet 

34 Warble 

35 Divan 

38 Beyond doubt 

39 Gen. 

Robert — 

40 Addition sign 

41 Mosea* 
brother 

42 Bandleader 
Biown 

43 SIOUX 

44 Backer* 

46 Wedding vow 

46 Time zone 
letters 

47 Certain 

54 PoasMahre 
65 Otherwise 
56 “Dr. Zhivago" 
theme song 
,56 MsrIU 
89 Wlngllke 

80 Entity 

81 “Die# 

like — I" 
(Whittier) 

82 Places 
63 Facility 

DOWN 

1 Lettuce 

2 Baee&eU's 
Hatty 

3 Scheme 

4 Hindu garb 

5 Taste 

6 Cornered 



i 

sr 

a 


M 




ST" 




F” 
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7 Athens epithet 

8 Cod. mil. gp. 

9 island off 
Venez. 

10 Dicks ns gill 

11 Priming term 

12 Measures: 
abbr. 

15 Cautious 

20 Maxim 

21 Joint 

24 Ph 

25 Roman Judge 

26 Nips 

27 Tennis name 

28 Arouse 

briefest 

29 Burden 

30 Ft. river 

31 and His 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnrann mnnra nnnn 
nnnnra nraran nnnn 
annoin anoinnnono 
njnnnnnn nnnnnran 
nonn unara 
nnnn rannn nnnran 
□□□ nnnn nnnnn 
nnann nan nnaan 
nnnnra nnnn nnn 
nnonfi nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnnfinn nnnnin 
nnnn nnnn rannnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


32 Marriage 
notice 

34 Fr. town 

35 Deer 

37 - Sinclair 

36 Yule visitor 


43 Scents 

44 Fall blooms 
46 Frosting 

46 Them a 
*7 “If — a 
million.” 

46 Roman 
tyrant 


49 River duck 

50 Fitzgerald 

51 Azure 

52 Turner 

53 Goddess of 
discord 

54 Pekoe 

57 Consumed 


Selling 
Americans 
on soccer 


LONDON (AP) — After his 
success in teaching American 
football to soccer-mad Britons, 
Derek Brandon is preparing him- 
self for an even tougher assign- 
ment: selling international soccer 
to the Americans. 

With the 1994 World Cup in 
mind, Brandon is planning a TV 
promotion in the United States 
similar to the National Football 
League series that has persuaded 
thousands of Britons to swap 
soccer shoes for shoulder pads 
and helmets. 

“Even with the United States 
hosting the World Cup, selling 
soccer to the Americans is de- 
finitely going to be harder than 
selling Gridiron football to the 
British,” said Brandon, whose 
company. Cheerleader Produc- 
tions, was behind the successful 
screening of football ro the Bri- 
tain. 

“Soccer is an exciting sport, 
but it has its dull moments and 
you have to keep people's in- 
terest.” 

Since 1982, Brandon’s com- 
pany has packaged a series of 
programmes incorporating re- 
corded NFL games with explana- 
tory on-screen notes so that Brit- 
ish viewers could follow the 
game. 

The programmes led to a boom 
in interest among British sports 
fans and cheerleader followed 
them with a similar, though less 
successful, series on baseball. 

At the end of January. British- 
born Brandon leaves Cheerleader 
to form a new company, as yet 
unnamed, and plans to hit the 
American public with a similar 
series on soccer. 

“Diego Maradona might be a 
household name in the rest of the 
world,” Brandon said. “But, in 
the states, he doesn't compare 
with some of the big names in 
football, baseball, basketball and 
hockey. 


Magic Johnson dazzles 


NEW YORK (AP) — Made 
Johnson scored his sixth “triple- 
double” of the season and the 
101st of his career as he led the 
Los Angeles Lakers past Cleve- 
land 111-102. 

“What we were able to do was 
take good shots and get back on 
defence.” Johnson said after 
Tuesday night’s win. 

Johnson scored 31 points, and 
had 13 assists in the game. He 
scored 13 points in the fourth 
quarter, helping the Lakers build 
a 14-point lead. 

Bullets 115, Celtics 105 

Bernard King scored 10 of his 
30 points in the final 10:23 as 
Washington snapped a seven- 
game losing streak. Kevin 
McHale scored 22 points for the 
Celtics. 

Hawks 106, Bulls 88 

Dominique Wilkins scored 30 
points, including six during a 16-6 
run that gave Atlanta a 69-53 lead 
early in the third period. Chica- 
go’s Michael Jordan scored 28 for 
the Bulls, who had won six 
straight at home. 

Pacers 115, Hornets 104 

John Long scored a season- 
high 25 points, Vem Fleming had 
a career-high 13 rebounds with 10 
points and 12 assists and Indiana 
was 16-for-16 from the foul line in 
the fourth quarter. Kelly Tri- 
pucka scored 26 points for visiting 
Charlotte. 

Bucks 109, 76ers 91 

Jack Sikma scored a season - 
high 26 points and Ricky Pierce 
scored 19 as Milwaukee won at 
Philadelphia. 

Knicks 121, Nets 100 

Charles Oakley scored 18 
points and Sidney Green grabbed 
17 rebounds in New York's 
fourth consecutive victory. Joe 
Barry Carroll scored 19 points for 
the Nets. 

Mavericks 117, Warriors 111 

Derek Harper made consecu- 
tive 3-pointers in a span of 44 
seconds in the fouith quarter to 


keep Dallas in front. Mark Aguir- 
re scored 32 points for Dallas. 
‘Rookie Mitch Richmond scored 
31 points for the Warriors. 

Nuggets 126, Rockets 101 
Fat Lever scored 14 of his 23 
points in a runaway first half 
when Denver’s defence forced 15 
turnovers, and the Nuggets won 
their seventh consecutive home 
game. Akeem Olajuwon and 
Mike Woodson scored 15 points 
each for Houston. 

Trail Blazers 113, Clippers 92 

Kevin Duckworth scored IS 


points and reserve Steve Johnson 
17 as Portland beat the Clippers 
for the 15th straight time since 
19S6. Benoit Benjamin scored 18 
points for the Gippers. 

Supersonics 126, Suns 116 

Dale Ellis scored 33 points and 
Sedale Threatt sparked a fourth- 
quarter surge, sending Seattle 
past visiting Phoenix. Tom 
Chambers scored 27 points for 
the Suns. Eddie Johnson also had 
27 for Phoenix. 


West German Davis 
Cup hopes on Becker 


GOTHENBURG (R) — Boris 
Becker is flushed with success 
from his Masters triumph and 
overjoyed to be fit again after 
injury. But the twice Wimbledon 
champion alone cannot deny the 
mighty Swedes the Davis Cup. 

Becker’s current form has 
raised West German expectations 
for this weekend’s Davis Cup 
tennis final but the depth and 
breadth of young talent in 
Sweden — matched by no other 
nation — means the home team 
stan favourites to win their founh 
trophy in five years. 

World number one Mats 
Wilander, Stefan Ed berg — who 
beat Becker in this year’s Wimb- 
ledon final — doubles expert 
Anders Janyd and Kent Carlsson 
make an impressive line-up for 
Sweden, who also have the 
advantage of home ground and 
their favourite indoor clay sur- 
face. 

And yet the West Germans 
have the more impressive record 
in the 11-month run-up to the 
Gothenburg final. Eric Jelen and 
Carl-Uwe Steeb have helped 


Becker to earn 5-0 wins in all 
their three matches. 

The Swedes, appearing in ihe 
final for the sixth consecutive 
year, kept a dean sheet only 
against New Zealand in the firsi 
round. 

But while all the Swedes will be 
expected to divide the pressure 
equally. Becker, 21. knows thar 
his less experienced team-mates 
look to him to set an example. 

West German coach Niki Pilic 
said the Masters win in New York 
last week had been a boost for 
Becker, who beat Wilander — 
but lost to Edberg — along the 
way. 

One additional pressure for 
Becker may be the presence of 
anti-apartheid demonstrators 
angry at Swedish television's de- 
cision to screen the final even 
though the West German's name 
appears on a United Nations 
blacklist. 

Becker played in racially-segre- 
gated South Africa as a 15-year- 
old and has refused to write a 
letter of 3pology which would get 
his name taken off the blacklist. 


Under The Patronage of 
H.R.H. Princess Badiya’ A1 Hassan 
THE ROYAL THEATRE COMPANY 
in cooperation with 

Al-Hussein Society for the Physically 
Handicapped 
Presents: 



At the Royal Cultural Centre, main theatre, starting 

December 17th - 22nd at 7 p.m. 

Matinee on Dec. 22nd, 1988 at 4 p.m. 

Tickets JD 2, available at 

the RCC & ISTIKLAL Library 





Canada welcomes foreign business 
persons, entrepreneurs, and executives 
who have substantial financial status and 
wish to establish or Invest in a business in 
Canada. 

As a private consulting firm in Canada, we 
offer our services in assisting you to ' 
obtain an immigration visa for permanent 
residence and advise you on a business 
venture that may interest you. 

MR. JOHN GARUFI 

Will be visiting Jordan from Oecember (5 to December 18. 
Please call Marriott Hotel now for appointments or 
contact us at the address below:- 

International Entrepreneurs 

2075 University St., Suite 1712 Montreal, 

Q.C. H3A 2LI Canada Tel: (514) 2887825 
Fax 514-845 1472 
Tbt 55-61985 IECMTL 


Peanuts 


HELLO. KIP? IM CALLING 
ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS PLAY.. 
APPARENTLY I MAPE A LITTLE 
| MISTAKE.. N0 ( YOU WON'T BE 
PLAYING SERONIMO AFTER ALL- 


NO, Y0URE 601NG TO BE SOMEONE 
CALLEP GABRIEL ..WHAT? 
SURE. I KNOW HOW YOU FEEL.. 



UJELL. MAYBE YOU CAN 
USE THE FEATUER5 ANP THE 
5TICK H0R5E 50ME OTHER TIME . 


Mutfn’Jeff 



MAKE SURE 

you stand 

CLOSE TO 
THE RAZOR/ 


Otf,IDO 

EVERy 

DAY/ 




Andy Capp 



. I GOT SENT OFF. THE REF, 
WAS AGAINST ME, THE ■< 
CROWDWS AGAINST M£. 
IT'S NICE TO GET B*0< , 
TOAFRIENDiy FACE — 



m 

mi 

IISW 

i 





mummmmmm 


(\T COMgS IN THREES^ 


















World Ne 


ws 



JORDAN TIMES. THURSPAY-FRIPAY DECEMBER 15-16, 1988 


Ishaq Khan pledges continued support for 


Afghan rebels, urges stronger defence 


Pakistan reaffirms 
Afghan policy 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan, in his first address to a joint session of 
parliament, Wednesday reaffirmed Pakistan’s poli- 
cy towards Afghanistan and called for a stronger 
defence. 


Ishaq Khan, sworn in for a 
five-year presidential term on 
Tuesday, also laid down parlia- 
ment's agenda for the next year. 

“The only solution of the 
Afghan problem lies in the return 
of (three million) refugees to 
their homeland, which alone is 
possible if a broad-based govern- 
ment, acceptable to all sections of 
society, is formed.” without ex- 
ternal interference, he told mem- 
bers of the Senate and the 
National Assembly. 

“The Afghan problem can be 
settled through political means, 
not through force.” he said. 

But. he added, without such a 
settlement, "we will continue to 
perform the humanitarian and 
Islamic duty of helping the 
Afghan brethren.” 

Ishaq Khan's comments 
appeared to dispel speculation 
that with the left-leaning govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto. Islamabad might scale 


back its assistance to Afghan 
guerrillas, who have been fighting 
Kabul's pro-Soviet government 
since 1979. 

Currently, the president is 
commander-in-chief of the army 
and has other substantial powers. 
Bhutto has said she wants to 
return to the former system under 
which the president had less pow- 
er. but has agreed to follow the 
current system until she can mus- 
ter a two-thirds vote in parlia- 
ment supporting such a change. 

Meanwhile, the government’s 
strong support for the military 
can be seen in its allocating 39 per 
cent of its budget for defence. 

Commenting on regional secur- 
ity. Ishaq Khan stressed that 
Pakistan had “no aggressive de- 
signs against anyone.” 

‘’But no one should misinter- 
pret our desire for peace as a sign 
of weakness,” he said, adding 
that Pakistan was located amid 
'‘exploitative and expansionist 


powers.” 

In view of the situation, he 
said, the government will try to 
provide “the best possible profes- 
sional training to its armed 
forces, and equip them with 
necessary and modem weapons.” 

Ishaq Khan was elected as a 
concensus candidate supported 
by Bhutto's Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) and her main rival, 
the eight-party Islamic Democra- 
tic Alliance (IDA). 

He asked the PPP, which holds 
power in the federal government, 
and the IDA, which won a major- 
ity in Punjab, a resource-rich 
province with two-thirds of the 
country's population, to work 
together. 

“The true spirit of democracy 
is that the ruling party should 
tolerate the opposition, which in 
turn should help the majority 
group to smoothly administer the 
country.” Ishaq Khan said. 

He also asked parliamentarians 
to give priority to improving law 
and order nationwide, streng- 
thening the economy and con- 
tinuing to lead the country in 
Islamic teaching, the basis for the 
1947 creation of Pakistan. 


Mandela in ‘total isolation 9 


CAPE TOWN ( AP) — Jailed black leader Nelson 
Mandela is in “total isolation” at his new prison 
farm house, his attorney said Tuesday after the 
African National Congress f ANC) leader met with 
his wife Winnie. 

Mrs. Mandela, her daughter Zinzi and three 
grandchildren made their first visit to the Victor 
Verster prison outside Cape Town, where Mande- 
la was moved to a prison staff house last week. 

The family is allowed unlimited access to Man- 
dela. but Mrs. Mandela visited for only 80 mi- 
nutes. saying the couple would not accept special 
privileges from the government until all political 
prisoners receive the same treatment. 

Family attorney Ismail Ayob, speaking on be- 
half of Mrs. Mandela, told a news conference 
afterwards: 

“This is not freedom. The move is in fact a 
retrogressive step. Mr. Mandela now has no 
contact at all with any of his (jailed ANC) 
colleagues.” 

Mrs. Mandela attended the news conference 
with Ayob. but declined to speak. 

The Mandela family “felt saddened and particu- 


larly hurt today when they saw what has happened 
to Mr. Mandela,” Ayob said. “He is in a house ... 
surrounded by a great many prison officials. It is a 
cruel situation that he is in total isolation.” 

Ayob accompanied Mis. Mandela to the prison 
gate, but was not allowed to see Mandela because 
authorities had not responded to his request for a 
visit. 

Mandela's house, complete with a swimming 
pool, in on a remote pait of the prison complex, 
closer to a private game reserve full of zebra and. 
giraffe than the main prison building. 

Some whites have written letters to South 
African newspapers expressing outrage that a 
prisoner is being kept in such "luxurious” condi- 
tions. 

However. Ayob noted that Mandela had no say 
over his move. 

"I don’t even think he can swim,” said Ayob. 

Mandela, the country’s best known black lead- 
er, has been imprisoned since 1962 and is serving a 
life sentence for sabotage and plotting to over- 
throw the white-led government. 




Rescue workers extract injured passengers from 
the wreckage of the three trains involved in 


Monday's crash near Clapham junction, London. 
The line was cleared and reopened Tuesday night. 


Death toll In high-speed 
London rail smash put at 33 


LONDON (Agencies) — Police 
have put the final death toll at 33 
in Britain's worst rail disaster for 
two decades and investigations 
centred on signals that might 
have failed at a critical moment. 

Police said earlier 36 people 
bad been killed in Monday's acci- 
dent in which a signal fault is 
believed to have sent three trains 
hurtling into one another south of 
London. 

They put the number of dead at 
24 men and nine women after 
pathologists had finished piecing 
mutilated corpses together. 

“Obviously it's a very difficult 
problem for pathologists but the 
figure they have now arrived at is 
33. This is the final death toll,” a 
police spokesman said late 
Tuesday. 

More than 110 people were 
injured, including 40 seriously. 

One driver involved in the fatal 
triple-train crash left his engine 
moments before the collision to 
call signal operators from the side 
of the tracks. British Rail said 
Tuesday. 

The state-run railroad has said 
the crash probably was caused by 
a signals-related fault during 
modernisation of 40-year-old 


equipment. 

Neither British Rail nor driver 
Alex McClyraont would com- 
ment on news stories that he was 
reporting the signal lights were 
flickering between red. green and 
yellow and confusing drivers. 

M.L. Engineering of Ply- 
mouth, the company responsible 
for designing and supplying the 
new signaling equipment, said 
“the difficulty appears to be in 
the wiring to that equipment.” 
which was British Rail's responsi- 
bility. 

Gordon Petfitt, general mana- 
ger of British Rail's southern 
region, said McClymont acted 
properly in stopping his train to 
call signal operators because his 
train was not equipped with its 
own two-way radio. 

“Therefore, the driver, quite 
correctly being concerned at what 
he had seen, we believe, got 
down and talked to the signalman 
at the. earliest possible stage,” 
Pettitt said. “He acted absolutely 
correctly.” 

Asked in an Independent Tele- 
vision interview whether the acci- 
dent could have been averted if 
the driver had a radio. Pettitt 
said: “I think it's likely that it 


may have avoided it and it cer- 
tainly may have avoided such 
serious results.” 

As workers removed the last 
chunks of mangled metal and 
retrieved personal belongings of 
the estimated 1,500 people on the 
trains, the Duchess of York and 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er separately visited the injured 
in hospital and Pope John Paul II 
sent his condolences. 

The stretch of track that had 
been closed since the disaster 
reopened Tuesday night. 

McCiymont's train was idling 
outside the Clapham junction rail 
station, one of Europe's busiest, 
when a fast-moving passenger 
train slammed into it during Mon- 
day morning's rush hour, en- 
tombing some passengers in the 
twisted metal and hurling out 
others like rag dolls. 

An empty freight train travell- 
ing in the opposite direction on 
the adjoining track struck the 
spillover wreckage as well as 
some passengers trying to scram- 
ble to safety. A fourth train, 
crowded with commuters, stop- 
ped a few metres short of the 
wreck, British Rail said. 


Burglar caught with his pants down 

BANGKOK (R) - Police have detained a burglar notorious for 

breaking into homes clad only in his underp^ts ^d consmning the 
preaxing miu v ■ j. e5n£ with his loot. Suvit Sat 

He n ng n was°cau^it S at a downtown Bangkok house early Wednesday 
morning wearing only his underwear. An accomplice m a similar 
srate qf g un dress g got away. Three watches and a large quantity of 
cash were found in Suvit s underpants. 

Starving boa devours brother 

NICOSIA (R) — A starving boa constrictor has devoured its 
smaller companion at Tehran zoo. where animals are dying dafly 
for lack of food, the Iranian news agency IRNA said. The snake, 
which weighs 70 kilogrammes and is four metres long, swallowed 
its brother boa Sunday, it said. “They had a happy life together for 
years. But there was not much else to eat, the agency _ reported 
plaintively. It said the daily newspaper Kayhan i criticised bow 
animals at the 31-year-old zoo had been virtually left to die because 
there was not enough money to feed them property. It quoted one 
employee as saying 40 per cent of the animals had died because of 
problems arising from the closure of the zoo twice in two yeare. 
The worker said between one and three animals were dying daily 
for lack of food. 

TV viewers acquit Louis XVI 

PARIS (R) — Guillotined French monarch Louis XVI Has been 
acquitted by the French public in a mock trial held to mark the 
200th anniversary of the French Revolution. Voting by telephone 
and computer, 55 per cent of those who watched the French 
television drama said Louis, beheaded in the Place de la Concorde, 
should be cleared of treason charges. Some 27.5 per cent said the 
king should be beheaded, and 17.5 per cent said he should be sent 
into exile. Louis was executed Jan. 21, 1793, four years after the 
storming of the bastille. France's two leading lawyers acted for and 
against Louis in the mock trial, with actors playing other key roles. 

Nepali prince abandons royal status 

KATHMANDU (R) — King Birendra of Nepal has given his 
youngest brother permission to shed his royal titles and duties, the 
pabce said Tuesday. It said in a statement prince Dhirendra bad 
sought the monarch's permission to abandon the title “his royal 
highness” and to shed his privileges as a member of the royal 
family. No reason was given for 36-year-old Dhirendra ’s decision 
to seek commoner status. 

Miscarriages plague USA Today ‘ 

ARLINGTON (AP) — Environmental tests of USA Today 
headquarters show no hazardous substances in the air of news- 
rooms where employees say 14 women workers have suffered 
miscarriages, the newspaper's editor says. Peter S. Pritchard said 
that the preliminary results were provided by an outside testing 
firm that tested newsrooms at USA Today’s Arlington headquar- 
ters in the last two weeks and that more tests will be done. USA 
Today employees said last week an informal survey found that 14 
women who work on the 14th and 15th floors of the building had 
suffered miscarriages since September 1987. The employees were 
concerned that major construction which began in the offices in 
April contributed to several of the miscarriages. “We're continuing 
to look at it,” Pritchard told the Washington Post. “We don't know 
the cause (of the miscarriages) and we're continuing to try to find 
out.” 



On our First Birthday we had only 2 candles on our cake 

On our 25th we have 46. 



December 15, 1963: With “Good Luck" from the tower, our 
first flight headed for our only destination - just 20 minutes away. 

From that memorable moment and lor the next 25 years, 
Royal Jordanian has had one dear goal: The achievement of high 
standards in air travel around the world. 

Today our dedication to our passengers' comfort can be 


experienced on every one of our 46 routes to 38 countries. 


We've come a long way since our first flight on that bright 
December morning in 1963 - but we were sure that our standards 


would take us the whole distance. 


<Jt2> ROYALJORDAN1AN 



Setttag sew standards 












